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'T be Editor thinks it neceſſary to inform the public, that, in order to ren- 
der this work more generally acceptable, he has taken the liberty of abridging 
a few paſſages; and as ſome expeſſions are too antiquated for the taſte of readers 
at the preſent day, he has endeavoured a little to moderniſe the language, where 
it could be done without altering the ſenſe of the author. | 
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5 AMONG all the uſeful diſcourſes WO © 


the preſs hath of late expoſed to public view, I 
have not, as I remember, met with any which pur- 
poſely and directly treated of the ſubject of this eſſay, 


notwithſtanding it muſt be owned to be needful, 
uſeful, and at all times ſeaſonable. It is not a point 


of controverſy, but a maxim to which men Wee 


ſubſcribe, that, In God's favour is liſe. 
All ſorts of men plead for God's favour, and, in 


—_ pretend to it. This is the caſe with per- 


ſons of all religions, and of all perſuaſions. Men 
cannot bear the thoughts of an excluſion from it, 
| whatever be their ſtate or their conduct. Both the 


religious and the profane make pretenſions to. it. 
The rach and great cannot ſay they are above it, the 
poor and mean think themſelves entitled toit. The 
groſsly ignorant dream of God's favour, as their 
ſanctuary, though the Moſt High hath faid of ſuch, 


It is a people of no underſtanding, therefore he 


that made them will not haye mercy on them, and 
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he that formed them will ſhew them no favour.” 


The learned Rabbies and ſages of the world can 
gravely diſpute about the grace and fayour of 
God, with ſtrong inclination to appropriate it to 
themſelves. They are often ready to ſay of the il- 
literate, as the chief prieſts and phariſees of old, 


* Tins people who know not the law are accurſed ;” | 


intimating that they themſelves are high in God's 
account, and diſtinguiſhed by his favour above 
their neighbours. But Jeſus ſays to thoſe who 
juſtify themſelves, © That which is highly eſteemed 
among men, is an abomination in the ſight of God.“ 
The aſpiring Nimrods and the flattering Abſaloms 
of the world, when they have the favour of princes 
or people, imagine they have the favour of the 
Almighty. But Haman and Herod ſoon received a 
confutation of this opinion; the one for his dete ſtable 


pride, through divine indignation, was hanged like a 


dog; the other was ſmitten by an angel of the Lord, 


and his loathſome carcaſe eaten up of worms, be- | 


cauſe he gave not God the glory. 

The unworthy, the greedy and griping ſons of 
the good old Eli, who would be ſerved firſt, and 
ſerved with the beſt, or take their part by force, 
though they boaſted of the ark, and truſted in it, 
ſuppoſing they had the Almighty in ſome ſort en- 
gaged to them thereby, yet they themſelves were 


en Dain, and their pony were brought 


TY 


' the Reader, : 5 
9 

baſely to crouch fora 812 of ſilver, and a marſel 

of bread. er 
Though carnal pion may bleſs the lo 
covetous man, we are told that God abhors him: 
It Jeconiah will ſet his eyes and heart only to his 
covetouſneſs, and build himſelf a houſe by un- 
righteouſneſs, and chambers by wrong, uſing his 
neighbours ſervice without wages, by divine ap- 
pointment, he ſhall die unlamented, and be buried 


| with the burial of an aſs; the beſt part of his name 


ſhall be taken away, he ſhall only be called Coma; 
and though he was as the ſignet on God's right 
hand, advanced to high and diſtinguiſhed honours, 


yet the Almighty will pluck him thence and caſt 
him down. Though the ambitious and impious 


king of Tyre be, in the eſtimation of ſome, as the 
anointed cherub, and ſay he is God, and ſet his 
heart as the heart of God, yet he ſhall be Ne 


down to the pit. | WL. 
My ſtical Babylon may ſay, 1 ſit as a queen, 


and ſhall ſee no ſorrow; ſhe may glorify herſelf, 


and boaſt of the peculiar favour of Him whoſe ſpouſe 
the pretends to be; yet it will appear by and by, 


"that ſhe is the habitation of Devils; and her plagues 5 
ſhall come in one day, death, and mourning, and 


famine; nay, ſhe ſhall] be utterly burnt with fire, 
for Arg 3 is the Lord God who JO her. 
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8 An Addreſi to 


nere 
If haughty and ſelf-righteous //rael fill the world th 
with the loud acclamations of The temple of the th 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are we, the church, he 


the church; we are God's peculiar people, his por- ſp 
tion, his choſen heritage; yet the Moſt High can 
take his leave of Feruſalem, as he did of Shiloh, and 


caſt the people out of his ſight; and though they fi 
were to him once externally. for a name, a praiſe 9 
and a glory; yet they ſhall become like a rotten 75 
girdle, that is good for nothing; yea, God will 55 
even daſh them in pieces one againſt another, and £1 
will not pity nor ſpare them, becauſe, notwithſtand- = 
ing their high precen(ions,, their hearts are far from OL 
hams: 1 .ol 
Chorazin and Bethſaida had 0 . 4 15 

in them; they were highly favoured with the pre- be 
ſence, the preaching and the miracles of Jeſus, yet, pl 
becauſe of their unbelief, it ſhall be more tolerable Ot 
for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for Te 
| them.  Capernaum, which was exalted to heaven th 
in privileges, for the like ſtupid. inſenſibility, ſhall al 
be caſt down to the loweſt hell in puniſhment... _ 1 
; The ſeven A/ian churches may loſe their ſplendor, an 


be diminiſhed and brought low. - Laodicea thought | 21 

7 + herſelf rich and increaſed with good?, dignified wich | 
able preachers, ſplendid gifts of the Spirit, ſound Hi 
doctrine, and glorious privileges. on which ac- | - j® 
counts ſhe judged herſelf more in favour with God 1 
+ than | 


. the Reader. | 7 


. 
than all the reſt, and became vain and. ſęcure to 
that degree, that the threatening denounced againſt 
her is, Thou art ſo offenſive to me, that 5 wall 
ſpue thee out of my mouth. 1 


To be i in the favour of God is a Fiber of in- 
finite concernment, Vet thouſands in the world are 
miſtaken about it. When death and judginent 
come, what diſcoveries will!“ be made; what an 
awful diſappointment will many meet with; eſpe- 


cially ſuch as expe the favour of God, ah ad- 


miſſion among the ſaints, on account of a mee 
outward profeſſion, or of ſome afts' of external 
obedience ! Some will plead their Excellent” gifts 
in praying and preaching, for which they have 
been admired and applauded by men. Some will 
| plead their high preferment in the church; and 
others lay, We have eaten and drunk in = pre- 
ſence, and, thou haſt taught in our ſtreets. But 
the great Judge tells us, he will anſwer them all 
alike, with theſe awful words, 1 know you not, 

I will, not own you, depart from me, ye' curſed, 


into everlaſting fire, Prepared for the Devil and his 


. It will be in vain for them to reply, 
% What! muſt we depart, who were civil with 'our 
neighbours, good church-men, orthodox behevers, 


„ 


and ſober livers!, Muſt we dep art who heard the 
word gladly, commended the preaches, priftiſed 
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many things which we heard, had ſtrong convic- 
tions, hated ſuperſtition, were pleaders for God's 
pure worſhip, and even took delight in approach. 


ing unto Him! Wilt thou not, on all theſe ac- 
counts, grant us favour.? Muſt we indeed be ba- 


niſhed from thee ? O moſt dreadful diſappointment ! 

Alas, alas! What a diſcovering, diſanimating, 
confounding day will that be to many, who, upon 
ſelf-flattering grounds were as confident of being in 


God's favour as if they had ſeen their names in his 


book ! They would by no means be beaten off from 
this vain confidence ; but they will now ſee them- 
ſelves to have been wofully deluded by Satan, and 
their own deceitful hearts, when it is too late to 


: cry for mercy. 


The conſideration of this deeply affects the minds 


| of upright miniſters. Their hearts ache, and their 
ſouls mourn in ſecret, on account of the pride and 


ſtupidity of ſelf. deceivers. If we tell them there 
is danger: if we bid them ſearch and deal plainly 
with their hearts, they look upon us as enemies, by 


_ raiſing in them unneceſſary terrors, and giving falſe 


alarms. Some even deride our earneſt endeavours, 


a and bid us look to ourſelves; for they know they 


are ſafe, and as high! in God's favour as the beſt of 


: us, though their whole temper and their walk give 
juſt ground of ſuſpicion, that their hearts are not 


right in the * of God. We are under the ſad 


neceſ- 


71C- 


ch. 


the der” Oo. 9 


i. 


neceſſity of leaving thoſe, with dainful fears that 
we ſhall never ſee them numbered with the ſaints at 
God's right hand, in the day when he maketh up 
his jewels. 

Since the danger of being deceived is ſo great, 
and the conſequences ſo awful, of what importance, 
my dear reader, is a real ſenſe of intereſt in the di- 
vine favour! Ought it not to be ſought with the 
greateſt and moſt earneſt ſolicitude ? While men 
live in proſperity and affluence, and enjoy abun- 
dance of worldly comforts, they may live in a kind 
of ſecurity ; drowning the noiſe of conſcience, and 
lulling themſelves aſleep in the cradle of eaſe; yet a 
day 1s coming which ſhall burn as an oven, when 
all the proud and the profane ſhall be as ſtubble, 
and the day ſhall conſume them, and leave them 


neither root nor branch. Their worldly wealth ſhall 


periſh, and their deluſive hopes give up the ghoſt, 


when the heavens ſhall be diſſolved, 
tremble under their feet. 


and the earth 
O what will God's fa- 


vour, and the ſmiles of the Rense Lib 


worth in that day, when he ſhall call the dead out 


of their graves, and command them to ſtand forth, 
that they may hear their final ſentence of abſolution, 
or of condemnation, according as their ſtate ſhall 


be! 


the great Judge of heaven and earth, will be worten 
more than it is poſſible for language to expreſs ! | 


Then, O then to have the favour of the Lord, 


The 


10 ah Addreſs to 
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The Almighty wal preſently ſummon us hence 
by his meſſenger death, the king of terrors, and ſay 
to us, This night ſhall thy ſoul be required of 
thee; thou muſt go hence, and give an account of 
thy hexardſhip. O then what will a well-grounded 


hope of intereſt in God's favour be worth to us! 


Such a confidence is indeed of great importance to 


us while we live, whatever be our circumſtances 
in outward reſpetts. In proſperity, what can give 
reſt to the capacious mind, which is ever looking 
beyond ſublunary things for ſatisfaction? His fa- 
vour alone can do it, the letters of whoſe name, in 
the Hebrew language, are called quieſcent, even the 
great JEHOVAH. In adverſity, there is ſtill greater 
need of the divine favour. When he giveth quiet- 
neſs, who then can make trouble? But when he 
hideth his face, who then can behold him? In the 
day of calamity, God's favour is moſt ſeaſonable, 
when it frequently happens that the favour of men 
is withdrawn, and all things look dark about us. 
What a ſovereign ſupport in trouble is the light of 


God's countenance ! It is indeed light: in darkneſs; 1 


it is life even in a dying hour. 
Hence it is, that the len of God e ear - 


el deſired and ſought ſome tokens of his love, 


while they have been in this vale of tears. Let 
others think lightly as they pleaſe, of this their im- 
portunity, the divine word gives encouragement to 
| d | | it. 


„ 
1 


tlie Reader. 11 


* TIES 


Pe. 8 call upon me, and T will anſwer thee, and 


ſhew thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knoweſt not. Our gracious Redeemer ſays, He 


that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and 1 


will love him, and will manifeſt myſelf to him. 


This is a fufficient warrant for our prayers and ex- 
pectations in God's way. We have the divine pre- 
cept to direct and regulate our deſires, and the pro- 


miſe of grace to encourage our hope of ſucceſs. 


God has promiſed great things to thoſe who ſeek 
him, and his promiſes _ been made Yrs in in⸗ 


ſtances without number. 
What that #oken for ſs was, for which holy 


David prayed, P/. Ixxxvi. 17. 1 will not poſitively 


determine ; but without doubt it was ſome evidence 


of God's Cava to him, in his ordinances, or by 
his providence, for the confirmation of his faith, the 
auen of his ſoul, and the EI of us 


heart. 

It maſt be eh < this man 5 0 God' s OWn. 
heart, had fome fpecial ground to expect extraor - 
dinary manifeſtations of divine power in his fayour, 
in a miraculous way, it becomes not us to follow 
his example in this inſtance. We have no ſuch: 


ground to go upon as he might have. Let us ad- 


here to the law and to the teſtimony, and look. for 
ſuch tokens of the divine Sun as s God bag wo 
_ to afford. 
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Tube ordinances of God are tokens of his favour, 
He gave the ſabbath to 1/rael as a ſign of his being 
their ſoyereign, as a nation. The ark was a token 


of his. preſence, as the word and ordinances are a- 


mong us. God forbid that we ſhould: be deprived 


of theſe indications of his mercy. A famine of 
the word would be'a ſore calamity indeed. The 
people of Antioch were ſo ſenſible of the privilege 
of ſitting under the lively and fervid miniſtrations 


of the goſpel, that they once ſaid, in the warmth of 


_ their zeal, © We had better be deprived of the light 
of the ſun, than of the preaching of Chry/oftom. 
It is a token of God's favour when the word and 
ordinances are rendered efhcacious. When this 
and that man are born in Zion, it is a ſign of his 
mercy to her, and that the Moſt High will eſtabliſh 
her. O that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured 


forth on his miniſters and churches in this our day! 


Where is the Lord God of Elijah? It is a rich and 
great mercy to ſee a day of his power, when ſinners 
are made willing in the beauties of holineſs. 

It is a token of God's favour when the Spirit of 
ſupplication is plentifully beſtowed, and his peo- 
ple ſtirred up to earneſtneſs in ſeeking him. When 

he prepares the heart to pray, it is an indication that 

he will cauſe his ear to hear. A lukewarm. and 


flothful diſpoſition is a fad token of God's anger. - 


and abſence. T here 1 is none that calleth upon thy 
name. 


Ir. 


"i 


the Reader. 85 13 

ene. | es 

name, that ſtirreth up himſelf to take hold on thee; 

for thou haſt hid thy face from us, and haſt conſumed 
us becauſe of our iniquities.“ 

It is a token of God's regard when he beſtows a 

penitent heart, and a deep concern for reformation. 

This is apparent in the caſe of the Minevites., O 


that God may pour upon us his Holy Spirit, in his 


humbling, quickening, and ſanctifying influences. 
This will be a token indeed of our intereſt in his. 
favour. 

The heavenly . bearing witneſs with 
our ſpirits that we are the children of God, is a 
bleſſing of unſpeakable value, and greatly to bede- 
fired. | © I entreated thy favour,” ſays the: Pſalmiſt, 
< with my whole heart,” the comfortable ſenſe and 
enjoyment of it, the ſweet aſſurance of intereſt © 
in it. This is life indeed. Lord, lift thou up the 
light of thy countenance upon us! ſhed abroad in 
our hearts the love of Chriſt, by the Holy Ghoſt 
given unto us, that we may no longer anxiouſly © 
doubt of our ſafety, but, according to the command 


of our divine Redeemer, rejoice that our names are 


written in heaven. Let the Holy Spirit of promiſe - 
ſeal us, by way of ſecurity, to the day of redemp- 


tion, that we may know, with. heart-felt ſatisfaction, 


that when the earthly houſe of this tabernacle is diſ- 
ſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens! - 
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The Holy Spirit is the earneſt of our inheritance. | 


An earneſt is a part of the payment, of the ſame 
nature with that which we hope hereafter to receive. 
His graces and comforts are the grapes of Canaan, 


morſels of the upper table, preludes and foretaſtes 


of eternal enjoyments. How much are theſe to be 


deſired ! 


Suppoſe we were in the ſtate of dd Aale. 


factors; the king, our offended ſovereign holds out 


unto us a ſealed pardon, and declares, at the ſame 


time, that ſuch as have not the great ſeal to ſhew, 


muſt ſuffer for their crimes ; but ſuch as have it, 


muſt be acquitted, and received to his royal fa- 
vour. What ſolicitude ſhould we feel in ſuch a 


caſe as this, that we might have a ſealed evidence of 


the king' s pardon! What diligence ſhould we uſe, 
what pains ſhould we take! And can we be indif. 


ferent in a matter of infinitely greater moment, 


when, not the life of the body only, but the eternal 
ſalvation of the ſoul is depending? When our of- 
fended Judge ſaith, Only acknowledge your 
"offences, and ſeek ye my face,” ſhall not our hearts 
echo to the gracious overture, © . face, Lord, 
wil! ie * 185 
| Reader, this is the deſign of the mall treatiſe 
| which 3 is now put into your hands; and O that it 


may pleaſe God to ſucceed our endeavours, and 


: ne our e and our printing with his 


. 


— 


the Readen. 13 


dude ere 


Bleſſing! A match is propoſed bats Jeſus 
Chriſt, the heavenly bridegroom, and your poor 


ſouls. He hath drawn up the articles, and pro- 


pounded them to you by us. His ſacred words 
ſpeak his willingneſs ; nothing is wanting but your 
conſent ; and the match is made. We bring you 


letters 5. love and kindneſs from the divine Saviour, 
who is ready to betroth you to himſelf for ever. 


We een to ſhew you the large dowry he pro- 


poſes to give, and the glorious manſion prepared 


for you, in which you ſhall dwell with him for ever. 


| We tell you of the pains he has endured, and the 


coſt he has been at, to make you his own. » Whether 
all this will prevail upon you, whether it will win 
your hearts to him or not, the event muſt declare. 


But if this were the laſt ſentence I muſt write, or 8 
you read, I do hereby ſummon you to anſwer to this 


addreſs before that awful tribunal, where you and I 
muſt ſhortly appear. If you reje& the goſpel of 
falvation, and perſevere in your rebellion againſt 
God, undoubtedly the miniſters who have tenderly 
and faithfully warned you, will be witneſſes againſt 


you. But O!] how earneſtly do I with that it may 


be otherwiſe! It is our work to preach and write, 


your's to hear and read; but the Father of mercies 


alone can give ſucceſs. We therefore follow theſe 
poor endeavours with ourhearty prayers to him, that 
he may be graciouſly pleafed to beſtow upon vou, 
eon or confirming grace; chat you may . 
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rience the manifeſtations of his favour; or, being in 


a ſlate of grace, that you may walk i in the light of 
his countenance, and abound unto every good work, 

that we may give up our account of you with 
F joy and not with grief; ſo that thoſe who ſow and 
thaſe who reap may, at length, ine together. 
This is the ſincere ders and prayer of 55 


The Friend of your ſouls, 


OLIVER HEYWOOD, 


| Nov. 9, 1678. 
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LIFE IN GOD'S FAVOUR. 


"CHAP. 1. 


- SOME INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. - 


Eſalm PRE: 5. In has is Favour 10 Ui 
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4 T "HE divine poem in which we meet with welk © 
words, bears the title of 4 palm and org. int 
the dedication of David s hou e. What is intended 


by this dedication, or with what ceremonies it Ws 


performed, we are not told. Moſes ſaid to the ar- h 


mies of Ifrael, when going out to battle, Wh t 


| man is there that hath built a new houſe, and hath / 
not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his houſe, 

Teſt he die in battle, and another man dedicate it.“ 
Hiram, king of Tyre, ſent meſſengers to David, 


and cedar- trees, and carpenters, and maſons; and 


they * David an houſe.” Whether this Rag 
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'B Was SE when he firſt became an znbabitant of 
f | this houſe, or when he returned to it after Ab/alom 
1 had defiled it, I will not determine. This holy 
| 
|; 
f 


man was mid to have his habitation to be an 


houſe for God, and devoted to him; where his 
name ſhould. be called upon, and his HTS ſung, 


earthly enjoyments, and is that which ſanctiffes and 
ennobles them all. | g 
The pſalm which was compoſed and ſung on this 
3 may be called, a divine miſcellany, deſ- 
RN of the various experiences of a child of God. 
- Jhall juſt hint ata few particulars. 
The Pſalmiſt here exalts God in his war, RY 4 
had exalted him in the manifeſtations of his mercy. 
% will extol thee, O Lord, for thou haſt lifted me 


up out oi the depths of diſtreſs and indigence, we 
ought to give him the glory; and the higher our ad- 
vancement is, the more exaltedſhould be our praiſes. 
This is a delightful, as it is a reaſonable ſervice. 


preſent help and healing, in bodily affliction, do- 
meſtic trouble, and diſtreſs of mind. I have cried 
unto thee, and thou haſt healed me.“ Relief was 
near. It was but aſking with fervour and ſincerity, 
and the great Phyſician was ready, with his healing 


i 85 . 


| 3 wWhoſe favour is to be valued infinitely above all 


up.“ When the Father of mercies has brought us 


Dauid had cried to God, and experienced his ; 


0 ©@ 0 
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hand, to remove his domeſtic diſtractions, to re- 
ſtore his decayed health, and to pour the oil and wine 
of heavenly conſolation into the wounds of his mind. 
He was raiſed up from the borders of the grave, and 
preſerved from going down to the pit. He bad 
been brought into the greateſt dangers, as to his 
property, his kingdom, and his life; his ſoul, 

through oppreſſive terrors, horrid temptations, and 
deep deſpondency, had been near the pit of hell, 

to his OWN apprehenſion ; but God, in anſwer to 
his cries, had mercifully delivered and re ſtored him. 


O Lord, thou haſt brought up my ſoul from the 2 
grave; thou haſt 1 me Os that I mould not 1 


go down to the pit.” 

Hence the Pſalmiſt, as ane be ſuppoſed, was 
deeply affected with the manifeſtations f N 
goodneſs in his favor. His heart was warm and 


full of. gratitude. He invites others to aſſiſt him i in 


praiſing his merciful Deliverer. Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye ſaints of his.” We ſee here, that prayers, 
fervent and earneſt prayers, fhall in due time be 


turned into praiſes. The more we abound in prayer, 


the more ſhall we be furniſhed with matter of praiſe. 


And in this delightful employment, it is deſirable 


to have the company of our fellow-ſaints, that we 
may join in holy concert, ſomewhat like the happy 


ſociety above. In heaven, the bleſſed choir of ſaints - 
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Þ and angels ſweetly unite in anceaſing ſongs of gra- 
. | titude and praiſe. Thoſe whom David invites to 
| aſſiſt him in this joyful work, are the ſaints ; who 


=! brance of God's holineſs | 1 
n The Pſalmiſt intimates, that he had taſted both of 
God's diſpleaſure and of his love, in a ſhort ſpace of 
me... His: anger endureth but a moment ; in his 
flavour is life; weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy | cometh in the morning.” The peculiar 
| manifeſtations of divine mercy are ſometimes pre- 
ceded by ſeaſons of diſtreſs and diſcouragement; a 
ſtorm is before a calm; the thundering terrors- of 
the law before the joyful ſound of the goſpel; the 
ſtrong wind, earthquake and fire, before the ſmall 
ill voice; that we may, by a night of darkneſs, be 
prepared for a en of light, and know Haw. to 
prize it. | 
David owns the ſtrong Hfpofition he had ſele to 
ORG and carnal confidence in a proſperous ſtate ; 
In my proſperity, I ſaid, I ſhall never be moved. 
Thus I flattered myſelf, when my path was ſmooth, 
and I had the full enjoyment of health and tranquil- 
lity. O deceitful heart! A healthy man thinks 
not of ſickneſs, *© God built me a houſe ; 1 built 
myſelf a caſtle; but it was a caſtle in the air, the 
baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, which had a ſudden Wall? 
A de- 


i fo proper as holy ſouls to give thanks at the remem- 
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A deceitful imagination allures a man into a fool's 
paradiſe. When things go well, ſecurity kills us. 
When God ſhines on the mount of transfiguration, 


we dream of building tabernacles there; but a 


change ſoon takes place. Thou didft hide thy 
face, and I am troubled ; the withdrawing of the 
light of thy countenance deptived: me of my com- 


forts.” The turning away of God's face over- a 
ſpreads the gracious ſoul with a heavy gloom, and 
beclouds its hopes and comforts. We'ought to be 
perpetually dependent on him. Our mountain is/ 
ſupported by his hand, and when he withdraws i it, 


we fink into a valley of deſpondency and gejection. 
if not to the very borders of deſpair. 


In this caſe the Pſalmiſt's voice Was 1 
from joyful praiſe to importunate ſupplication. 1 


cried unto thee, O Lord.“ How often do God's 


children, in this imperfett ſtate, change their notes! 


Singing and ſighing are frequently in near connec 
tion. The ſkilful painter can, with a few ſtrokes 


of his pencil, turn a ſmiling into a ſorrowful coun- 
tenance. We find David here, at one time ſo full 
of joy, that he calls upon his fellow: ſaints to help 


him to praiſe his gracious Benefactor; and very 
ſoon the ſcene is ſo changed, that lie can do nothing- 


but mourn and cry for dehverance. * Hear, O 


Lord, and have mercy upon me; Lord, 8 thou my 
Helper.“ 5 5 n 
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Again we find the cloud diſpelled. The Plalmiſt 
experienced a happy deliverance. His darkneſs is 


turned into light, his ſorrow into joy, his hell into 
heaven. Thou haſt turned for me my mourning 


Into dancing; thou haſt put off my ſackcloth, and 


girded me with gladneſs.” What wonderful effects 
do the reſtored joys of God's ſalvation produce, in 


minds fervently ſet on heavenly things! He that 


was proſtrate on the earth, repenting and mourning 
in the duſt, in ſackcloth and aſhes, is now ſo tranſ- 
ported with divine delights, that he ſeems almoſt. 
at a loſs in what way to expreſs his gratitude. He 
is like one ſet at liberty from the reſtraints, the fet- 


ters and the darkneſs of impriſonment. He puts off 


his ſackcloth, and is clothed with the nee of 


joy and praiſe. 


The reſult of all is a in x the laſt 85100 1 


* To the end that my glory may ſing praiſe to thee, 


and not be ſilent; O Lord my God, I will give 


thanks to thee for ever.” By his glory, the Pſalmiſt 


means the beſt thing he had. His tongue was the 


glory of his frame, and that ſhould be employed in 


ſpeaking forth the honours of his Saviour. If by. 


his glory, as ſome think, he means his ſoul, he re- 
ſolved that that, with all its powers, ſhonld be en- 
gaged in the delightful work of praiſe, © © I will 1 


us thee, 0 God, with my whole Ps I will 
. 
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not be ſilent, I will not ceaſe.” The more we praiſe 
his gracious name, the more occaſions of praiſe he 


will miniſter to us. Let us therefore ſay, with this 5 


holy man in another place, «1 will hope en 
and will yet praiſe thee more and more,“ | 

Through the whole of this pſalm we ſee, to what 
changes the ſervants of God are ſubject i in this life. 
Like mariners, they have ſometimes a ſtormy, and 
ſometimes a ſmooth ſea ; or like travellers by land, 


they have to paſs over mountains of difficulty and 
danger, as well as through vallies of delights. And ö 


What a variety of affections are ſtirred up in their 


minds, upon ſeveral occaſions! Joy and ſorrow; 1 = 


fear and fortitude, eager de ſi ire and pleaſurable Pa 


tisfaction, take their turns, and act their ſeveral & 
parts, in the breaſts of thoſe: who are a to- 5 


wards the cele ſtial country. 


In the verſe in which our text lies, we ces 


both night and day ; thunder and' lightning, and the- 
bright ſhining of the ſun after rain; the lightſome 
and the dark ſide of the pillar of the cloud: the law 


and the goſpel ; wrath and love; theſe are com- 
pared, and ſet in oppoſition to each other. For las' 
anger endureth but a moment ; in hes favour i 4; fe 


weeping. may endure I a night, but 7 J0y cometh 3 in 
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The words, In his favour is ti fe, ſeem to come | for 

ö in as a ſatisfying anſwer to a tacit objection formed life 
by thoſe who are invited to ſing the praiſes of God, the 
18 ver. 4. As if it had been ſaid, Alas! How can we || ſhit 
1 join in the pleaſing work of thankſgiving. We lie 5 
unmaer the tokens of God's diſpleaſure, and ſeem to I glo 
wm feel the marks of his anger within us. How can | lon 
| we ſing the Lord's ſong, when our a are hog cor 
1 2 on the willows? age 
| The Pſalmiſt anſwers this by a, i e 6 Be Go 
: l aſo; ; 1t 18 proper there ſhould be an interchangeable ¶ ex1 
F ſucceſſion of joy and ſorrow, as of day and night, 1 
L Sorrow, like an unwelcome, gueſt, may lodge with con 
11 us during the night, but a bleſſed morning of de- the 
;  Iiverance ſucceeds. The ſeaſon of diſconſolation ger 
| zs but ſhort; it will not laſt ſor ever; ſo far from wh. 
N this, God's anger is but for a moment, and in his effe 
favour is life.” The diſpleaſure and the favour of mer 
N N the Moſt High are: here compared, in dhewt nature dre. 
4 and their duration. | tho 

The diſpleaſure of God occaſions a 0 of for- fror 

row and diſtreſs. Night in ſcripture often denotes, 1 


a ſeaſon of gloom and diſconſolation. The gracious in 

ſoul i is under great diſcouragement when the Sun of to a 

righteouſneſs is withdrawn. If the wrath of a king IS 1 

be as the meſſengers of death, how afflictive muſt a BY 

ſenſe of God's diſpleaſure be, to the man who looks Jour 
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for all his felicity from him! But in his PUR ee 18 


life; it is that which gives being to all the hope, 


the peace and comfort of a ſaint. He lives by the 
ſhining of his heavenly Father's countenance. 


The divine diſpleaſure is but for a moment ; the 
gloomineſs occaſioned by it is but for a night. At 


longeſt, the ſeaſon of affliction and ſorrow can but 


continue during the period of a good man's pilgrim- 


age through this vale of tears; but the favour of 
God is life everlaſting; it runs parallel with the 
exiſtence of the ſoul, and with the line of eternity. 
The former part of this verſe, becauſe ſhort and 
conciſe, ſeems rather intricate; but in the latter, 
the Pſalmiſt more fully unfolds his meaning. An- 
ger, by an uſual figure, is put for chaſtiſement, 
which, among earthly parents, is frequently the 
effect of anger. The Supreme Being is not angry as 
men are; yet he viſits the tranſgreſſions of his chil- 


dren with a rod, and their iniquities with ſtripes, 


though he will not take away his OW Om 

from them, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail. | 
The words in the Hebrew text lie thus, A moment 

in his anger; in has favour life. "Lite is oppoſed 


to a moment, as favour is to anger. Diſpleaſure 


is momentary, love is everlaſting. The general 


ſenſe of the paſſage appears to be this,. Though for 


our offences the Lord may hide his face, . withdraw 
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his comforts, and viſit us with affliction; yet he wall 


ſpeedily manifeſt his pardoning mercy, remove the 
chaſtiſement which indicated his diſpleaſure, and 


reſtore to us the joys of his ſalvation. This renewed 


manifeſtation of favour will produce ſo great a 
ehange in our tate of mind, that it may be termed, 
a calling us back from death to life. 

As my deſire is to inſtru&t and edify the reyes; 
and not to perplex him, I ſhall not introduce the 
laboured criticiſms of ſome learned writers upon 
the words under conſideration, nor attempt. any 


farther explication of them, but immediately pro- 


pound this dottrinal . eee e from the 


"text, 


'T hat In Cod's es there is l ;/e ; or that his 5 fa 


vour is a good man's life. 
This is the branch of divine truth held both to 


our notice, by the royal Pſalmiſt here. Under the 
inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, he advanced this, as 
a faithful ſaying, and worthy of acceptation. Mo/es 


ſeems to aſſert the ſame thing, when he ſays of 


Jenovan, He is thy life, and the length of thy 


days.” That is, he is effectively ſo; he is the 


cauſe of thy life; whatever juſtly deſerves the de- 
nomination of life, conſiſts in the enjoyment of 
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In the proſecution of my deſign, I ſhall attempt 
to give a ſolution of the following inquiries ; 

I. What are we to underſtand by the favour of 
God, and what that life is which i is ſaid to be in it 

II. In what reſpetts is his favour to be conſidered 
as life? » 

III. To whom is it fo, and in what ſeaſons and 
circumſtances? 35 | 

IV. Why do theſe algen put ſuch a value on 
the divine favour, as to account it life? 

When I have given a ſhort anſwer to theſe ſeve- 
ral important queſtions, I ſhall attempt a ſuitable 
application of the whole. | 
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CHAP. II. 


| What God's Fauour i is, and the Li ife which i es enjoyee 


in it. 


WE are in the firſt place to inquire, what we ; 
are to underſtand by the favour of God, and 
what that life is which is ſaid to be in it. For the ſake 


of brevity, we unite theſe two neceſſary branches 
of inveſtigation,” in the preſent chapter, humbly 


requeſting the reader to favour us with his can- 
did, pious and impartial attention. The nature of 5 


the en undoubtedly calls for it. „ 
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The word for favour, in the ſacred original, fig- 
nifies good will, or good pleaſure. In the bleſſing 


wherewith Mo/es the man of God bleſſed the chil- 


dren of J/rael before his death, we meet with this 


elevated apoſtrophe, O Naphtali, ſatisfied with 
favour, full with the bleſſing of the Lord!“ The 


latter clauſe explains and illuſtrates the former, 


When men are full of the bleſſing of the Lord, they 


enjoy his favour; and it is that which gives them 


fſatisfaftion. The word alſo ſignifies acceptance. 


The prophet 1/aiah uſes the ſame expreſſion as that 
in our text; when ſpeaking of the ſpiritual ſacrifices 


which God's people ſhall preſent unto him, through 
the Mediator, he ſays, in the name of the great Je- 


hovah, They ſhall come up with acceptance, with 
favour, upon mine altar.” Sometimes the term, 
in our Engliſi verſion, is rendered deſire. As when 


the Pſalmiſt ſays, © He ſhall fulfil the deſire, the 


33 


good will, of them that fear him.“ But as the ex- 


Preſſion is uſed concerning the Author and Foun- 
tain of all good, it implies, in its loweſt ſenſe, kind- 


neſs or regard: and it may be conſidered 1 in ſeveral 
points of light. 


1. The favour of God may intend his common 


Providence towards all, both good and bad. Fa- 


your is ſhown to ſome who are little influenced by 
. {Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, in the 


boun- 


Wo 


| had ſaid, 
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bounties of an indulgent providence, ** yet will he 
not learn righteouſneſs.” In this ſenſe, the divine, 


favour is our natural life, both as to its original, and 


its continued preſervation. All men, whether they 


be good or bad, are dependent on God's ſupporting 
hand; for he, holdeth our ſoul in life. When a 
human artificer has conſtructed a machine, and put 


it in motion, he leaves it to itſelf. But our Al- | 
mighty Maker has not formed us to ſubſiſt inde- 


pendent of his care. To his favour we are indebted, 
both for our being, and our well-being. It was 


the devout acknowledgment of Job, Thou haſt 
granted me life and favour, and thy viſitation pre- 


ſerveth my ſpirit.” Life itſelf is a grant of his good- 
neſs, an inſtance of his favour, as well as that 


conſtant beneficence, whereby we are furniſhed 


with every needful and comfortable accommodation. 
The very heathens were ſenſible of this. When 
Paul had aſſerted, in his addreſs to the Athenians, 


that God is near to every one of us, becaufe in him 


we live and move and have our being, he quoted 
their own poet Aratus, in confirmation. of what he 


For we ſus offepring are. 


The ſtouteſt champion on earth, che proudeſt mo- 
narch in the world, is dependent on God's favour, 


and lies at his mercy every moment. Damet laid 
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to the impious, the ſtout- hearted Belſhazzar, © The 


God 1n whoſe hand thy breath is, and whoſe are all 


thy ways, haſt thou not glorified.” O that men 
did but conſider, and keep it conſtantly in their re- 


membrance, that they owe all that they are, and all 


that they have and poſſeſs, to the favour of their 
Maker, their divine Benefactor and IT * 


late poet has well ſaid, 


Our breath is forfeited by ſin, 
To God's revenging law; 
We own thy grace, immortal King, 
In every gaſp we draw. “ 


2. By God's favour may ſometimes be intended, 


che ſignal acts of diſcriminating providence. Thus 


the Lord ſhewed kindneſs to his ancient people 
Ifael, in driving the ſeven heathen nations out of 
Canaan, the meaſure of whoſe iniquities was full, 
and in planting the ſeed of Jacob in their room. 


Why did he do this? It was not done becauſe of 


their deſerts ; it was not effected by the power of 
their own ſwords, or their other weapons of war, 
but, ſays the Pſalmiſt, in devout acknowledgment 

| to 


The reader, it is bowl will pardon the Editor' 8 
intruſive hints, as they are deſigned merely to il- 
luſtrate the ſenſe of the Author, and, in ſome ſort, to 


enliven and moderniſe the performance, See the 


advertiſement at the beginning. 


rar 


1C 
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to the Adkins of the benefit, By thy right ed 
and thy holy arm, becauſe tha hadſt a favour unto 
them.“ God's favour was their armour; it pro- 


duced weapons of ſucceſs, both offenſive and de- 


fenſive. For thou Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, 
with favour wilt thou compaſs him, as with a ſhield, 
To this we are indebted for all that protection, that 
ſafety, and that comfort, which conſtitute what may 
be emphatically called 4%. 
to his men, *© ſhall ye ſay to him that liveth,“ that 
is, to him that is in the full poſſeſſion of eaſe, plenty, 


and proſperity. 


It 1s in this ſenſe we are to ko the tem 


to live, as uſed by the apoſtle Paul; Now we live, 


if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord. Does he mean, that 
they would die if it were otherwiſe? No; if ye 
ſtand faſt in the Lord, we ſhall be very happy and 
comfortable. Rebekah complained of being weary 
of her life becauſe of the daughters of Heil, and, 
added ſhe, © if Jacob take a wife of the daughters 
of Heth, what good ſhall my life do me? A life of 
ſorrow is a dying life, ſcarcely worthy of the name 
of life, in the eſtimation of him who is bitter i 


ſoul. But God's favour produceth relief, delive- 


rance, comfortable proviſion and accommodations, 
which may be termed a kind of reſurrection, or res 
WO" from death to life; ſo very gteat is the 

| : change. 


« Thus,” ſaid David 
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change. We have an inſtance of this in Hezektah, . | 


when God reſtored him from a mortal diſeaſe, and 
in love to his ſoul, redeemed it from the pit of cor- 
ruption. Thou wilt,“ ſays the Pſalmiſt, © fave 


the afflicted people; thou wilt light my candle; the 


Lord my God will enlighten my darkneſs.” A thou- 
ſand dangers are prevented, preſſing calamities are 
removed, and we are loaded with multitudes of be- 


nefits, whereby our lives are again rendered com- 


fortable unto us. The ground of all this is the 
divine favour. It is owing to this that our life is 
not a continued ſcene of bitterneſs and woe, as our 
fins have deſerved, but at times, through merciful 
deliverances, and favourable turns of providence, 
we taſte the ſweets of tranquillity, reſt and joy, to 


that degree, that our hell is turned into a kind of Pa- 


radiſe. O that men would praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the chil-. 
dren of men! We hear him ſaying of the man who 
is governed by his fear; © Becauſe he hath ſet his 
love upon me, therefore will I deliver him : I will 
fet him on high becauſe he hath known my name. 
He ſhall call upon me, and I will anſwer him : I 
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and 


honour him. With long life will 1 ſatisfy him, 


and ſhew him my ſalvation.” The Lord's people 


_ acknowledge themſelves to be indebted to his fa- 


ſaith 
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* 54 446 
vour for the happy change of their circumſtances. 
« Lord, thou haſt been favourable to thy land: thou 


haſt brought back the captivity of Zacob. Thou 
. haſt taken away all thy wrath : thou haſt turned thy- 


ſelf from the fierceneſs of thine anger.” All this 


may ſerve to confirm and illuſtrate the doctrine 


under conſideration, In his favour is hfe. 
g. By God's favour may be meant, his n 


and diſtinguiſhing grace and kindneſs, vouchſafed 


to his own children. It is in this ſenſe we are to un- 


derſtand that ardent and pathetic requeſt of the 
Phalmiſt, Remember me, O Lord, with the fa. 


vour which thou beareſt unto: thy people; O viſit 


me with thy ſal vation!“ From this peculiar favour 


our ſpiritual life flows, as well as all the ſtreams. 


which nouriſh and feed that life. It is the fountain 
of regenerating and converting grace, whereby we; 


are made to hve unto. God. It implants the ſeed of 


divine life in the heart; and they who thus live, 
live not unto themſelves, but to him that died for 
them, and roſe again. It is the favour of God which 
makes us his people. It hath pleaſed the Lord, 
ſaith Samuel, to make you his people.” It is 
owing to this favour that the Lord takes compla- 
cency and delight in his ſaints. The Lord thy 


God in the midſt of thee is mighty; he will ſave, 


he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will reſt in 
bis love, he will joy over thee with ſinging.” 


So SS... 
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From this ſource are derived all the glorious gifts 
of goſpel grace; the gift of God's eternal Son, the 
revelation of him in the promiſes and proclamations 
of the divine word, the remiſſion of our ſins, the 


juſtification of our perſons, the ſanctification of our 


hearts, our communion with God, and our everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation. Alk the divine bleſſings and privi- 
leges which the people of God enjoy in this world, 
and all the felicity and glory which they ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs in the world to come, proceed from the favour 
of God. His favour therefore is life, both ſpiritual 
and eternal. The faith by which we live to him 
here, is his gift, and a fruit of his favour. This is 
life eternal begun in the ſoul; it is that which is, 
worthy to be called hfe, without which we are dead, 
in a moral ſenfe, and muſt die eternally. The di- 
vine Redeemer ſaid to the woman at Jacob's well, 


** Whoſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall give 
him ſhall never thirſt; but the water that I ſhall give 


him ſhall be in him a well of water, ſpringing up 


into everlaſting life. It is no wonder therefore 


that the gracious ſoul ſays with the Pſalmiſt, in his 
requeſts to God, Look thou upon me, and be 
merciful unto. me, as thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe 
that love thy name.” The love of God to his people 
is their life, both ſpiritual and eternal. 
oats ies . 7 4. The 


*. 


4. The 1 of God ſometimes is to be under 
ſtood of the ſweet, comfortable, and ſatisfying ma- 
nifeſtation of it to the ſoul. 


When the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, I entreated thy favour with my whole heart;“ 
we are to underſtand it in this ſenſe. He net only 


prays for the bleſſings of his grace, but for the ma- 


nifeſtation of his love, the light of his countenance, 


the ſhining of his face, the comfortable aſſurance 
of his ſpecial favour. Thus he expreſſes himſelf 


in another place, Make thy face to ſhine upon 
thy ſervant.” This is ſometimes called the beauty 
of the Lord, his ſplendour, the light of his coun- 
tenance ; * Let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us.“ For the enjoyment of this, the Pſalmiſt 
deſired that he might dwell in God's houſe, to“ be- 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple.” The ſervants. of the Moſt High i in gene- 
neral, earneſtly ſeek. the manifeſtation of his fa- 
vour, and look upon it as their light, their help, and 
health; nay, they value it as life itſelf. 
them frequently breathing out their ſouls in ſuch 


language as this, .** Turn us again, O Lord God of 


hoſts, cauſe thy face to ſhine, and we ſhall be ſaved. 


O God, be merciful unto. Why. and bleſs us, and 


cauſe thy face to ſhine upon us. 
When a prince, a ſovereign, a man 7 power 
and authority, is well pleaſed with his friends and 
| : 6 | 17. ATE 2 38464 . 4 de- 
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eee he looks upon them with complacency, 
and converſes with them with a placid and ſmiling 
countenance. This gladdens their hearts, and in- 
ſpires them with chearfuineſs and pleaſure. The 
light of the king's countenance is life, and his fa- 
vour is as a cloud of the latter rain. Solomon ob- 
ſerved this i in his courtiers; and it ſerves to illuſtrate 
the aſſertion of his father David here, In his favour 
ts life. When God manifeſts his love to his chil- 
dren, it turns their mourning into joy, it exhila- 
rates and revives their drooping ſpirits, and gives 
them new life and vigour. While the men of the 


world are ſaying, Who will ſhew us any good?” 


their language is, Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us; thou haſt put gladneſs 


into our hearts, more than in the time that their corn 


and wine increaſed.” Their joy on this occaſion is 
far ſuperior to the. gladneſs which men feel in the 
time of vintage, or that of harveſt ; it is a joy bright 
and pure, as the regions whence it deſcends. 


In the words, “ Lift thou up the light of thy 


countenance, the Pſalmiſt alludes to the lifting up 
of a banner : inftead of the defence of an army with 
banners, he requeſts for his: comfort and ſecurity 
amidſt many enemies and dangers, the manifeſtation 
of the divine favour. As if he had ſaid, © Men have 
their friends and confederates to afford them hel pin 


time 
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time of need; but, Lord, 1 deſire no other comfort 
than thy favour; aſſure me of that and I ſhall be 
happy; give me but a conſolatory ſenſe of thy love, 
let me behold the brightneſs of thy reconciled face, 


and every threatening cloud will be diſpelled. Then 


will my ſoul ee with joy eee and full 
of glory.” 1 


The joy which ariſes "Glad a ſenſe. of God's * : 


vour, is indeed ſuch as cannot be deſcribed. It is 
hearty and ſincere; it is full, intimate and ſatisfy- 
ing. It is ſo reviving to the fainting ſpirits of a 
poor ſinner, who was before perhaps in a ſtate of 


deſpondency, that it reſtores him, as it were, from 


death to life. Reader, if you have known this by 


your own experience, you will better underſtand 
the dottrine of our text, than others can by all that 
we can ſay upon it. A ſenſe of God's diſpleaſure 


is killing to him who puts ſuch a value on the di- 


vine favour, as to look for all his felicity from it. 
But the ſweet beams of his love, in the returning 


manifeſtations and. aſſured tokens of it, give new 
life to the diſconſolate ſoul. A child is deeply 


affected by the frowns of its earthly parent, but ani- * 
mated and cheered by his reconciled father's 2 VERS 
vourable ſmiles. It is even ſo with a child of grace. 
The favour of God gives him a new life of divine 


is faction. 


joy, elevated pleaſure, and heart- felt ſat 
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s Reader, this 1s the life of heaven ; it is feaſting 
on the grapes of Canaan; it is living in paradiſe: 


it is feeding on the tree of life; it is leaning on the 


boſom of Jeſus, having the kiſſes of his mouth, and 


taſting the joys of his ſalvation. 
It muſt be owned, this is not a privilege te to be 
enjoyed without interruption, in the preſent ſtate. 


But it is the good pleaſure of the God of all conſo- 
lation, at ſome ſeaſons to indulge his children with 
theſe foretaſtes of celeſtial felicity. When that 
eminent Scotch divine, Mr. Robert Bruce, was 


aſked by his friends, in his languiſhing moments, 
how it was with him, he anſwered to this effect, 


When I was young and in health, I was enabled 


to be diligent, and lived by faith in the Son of God; 
but now I am old and feeble, and it is his good plea- 
ſure to feed me with ſenſible comforts.“ 

The Pſalmiſt thus deſcribes the felicity of gracious 
fouls. © Bleſſed is the people that know the joy- 
ful ſound; they ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light 


of thy countenance. In thy name ſhall they rejoice 


all the day: and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be 
exalted. For thou art the glory of their ſtrength; 
and 1n thy favour our horn ſhall be exalted.” 


The two laſt particulars relating to the divine 
favour, I apprehend, are principally intended in 


our text. The favour of God which beſtows ſpiri- 


tual 


1 
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ers 
tual life, and his favour as manifeſted to the ſoul, 
which animates it with a life of joy and comfort. 
From the context it appears, that David had the lat- 
ter chiefly in view when he ſaid, In has ee 18 
be. 

Should it he aſked, © But whoſe favour is here in- 
tended ? I anſwer, the favour of Jehovah, the foun- 
tain of life. The favour of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; for theſe three are one. The 
benediction preſcribed for the prieſts to pronounce, 
under the former diſpenſation, is very remarkable, 
and may be thus paraphraſed. The Lord, the 
Father and fountain of bleſſings, the Preſerver of 
his creatures, bleſs thee with ſpiritual bleſſings, give 
thee grace and keep theein his fear, The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs, irradiate thy ſoul 

with beams of goſpel light and love, make his face 
to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The 
Spirit of the Lord, the Comforter of his people, 
give thee an aſſured intereſt in the divine favour, 
and thus lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace! Even that peace which paſſeth all un, 
derſtanding, that it may keep thy heart and mind 
through Chriſt Jeſus.” See Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26. 
The New Teſtament benediction anſwers to that of 
the Old, and ſerves to explain it. The grace of 
our r Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Jovount God, and 
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the communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all.” | 
The works of the bleſſed Three-One, are undivides; 


Hence creation is fometimes aſcribed to the Son, 
ſometimes redemption to the Father; and ſanctifi- 
cation is ſometimes repreſented as the work of the 
Father, and of the Son, as well as that of the Holy 
Ghoſt. He whole favour is here ſpoken of, is the 


one Jehovah. © 7 


It is neceſſary, however, to obſerve, before we 


cloſe this chapter, that the favour of God is mani- 


feſted to ſinners only through Jeſus, the Mediator 
of the covenant. It is only in him that God is re- 
contiled to us. He is the great propitiation, by 
whom full atonement was made for our offences, 


through which God is pacified, and ſhews himſelf 


friendly and favourable to every one that believeth. 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſ- 
ed. This is not to be interpreted ſimply of the perſon 
of Chriſt, but of what he did and what he ſuffered in 
the capacity of a Mediator and Redeemer. Through 
him God is reconciled, and to the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace, he hath made us accepted in the' 
| Beloved; that is to ſay, in Jeſus, the Son of his 


love. The ſtreams of grace iſſue out to ſinners 


ſince the fall, through the channel of redeeming 
blood. The beamsof diyine favour which quicken 
the dead ſinner, and which enlighten, enliven, and 
. | re- 


ECT 
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** 4404-0 
rejoice the hearts of ſaints, ſhine only in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Men are, as ſinful, guilty and de- 


filed, children of wrath, and deſerving of deſtruc- 


tion. The kindneſs which is ſhewn to them is free 


and undeſerved. It is the love of Cos which is 


in Chriſt n our Lord. 
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Lui G made a . 9 concerning 

the favour of God, and that life which is in 
it, we now proceed to conſider, in what particular 
reſpetts his favour may be termed our life. And 
we apprehend it may juſtly be ſaid to be the cauſe, 


che object, the rule, and the end of life to a ern 
2 man. ö tf 
1. The favour of the Moſt High is the —_ of 


life. The apoſtle James tells us, © that every good 
gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and 


Ns down from the Father of lights. Every 
natural endowment and accompliſhment is derived 
from his favour, and much more that grace which 
makes us alive to him. This is the bleſſed product 


of divine and diſtinguiſhing love. In our natural 
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eſtate we are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and if we 
are brought out of that dreadful condition, into a 
ſtate of ſpiritual life, it is not owing to any thing in 

9 ourſelves, but to the favour of God. Thus the 
apoſtle Paul taught the Epheſtian converts, God 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in ſins hath 
quickened us together with Chriſt; by grace are ye 
 faved.” The important change ſo abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to our preſent ſafety and final happineſs, is 
effected by his power, in conſequence of his abun- 
dant mercy. The comfort, peace and joy attendant 
on a new and ſpiritual life, are the fruits of divine 


favour. Grace and peace proceed from God the 


Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : grace to n 
conſtitute us chriſtians, and peace to keep our ſouls 8 
comfortable in that ſtate. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaking 
of the felicity of God's children, makes uſe of 1 


theſe animating words, . They ſhall be abundantly 
fatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt 1 
make them to drink of the river of thy pleaſures ; 
for, with thee is the fountain of life.“ P/al. xxxvi. | 
| 8,” 9: The term life, which is in the plural num- It! 


ber in the Hebrew text, may denote, that God is fai 
the fountain of whatever may be denominated life; the 
the life of nature, the life of grace, the life of com- an 
fort, of tranquillity, and of refined ſatisfattion and the 


I de- 


2 —— — —— — 2 


therefore ſays witli the Plalmiſt, + Wben thou hideſt 8 
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delight. Hei in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and 
at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for evermore, is 


the Fountain of all. In his favour is life. 
2. The favour of God is the object of life; as 


well as the cauſe of it. It is that to which a gra- | 


cious ſoul looks for its felicity. The knowledge 
of God, as reconciled to us in Chriſt Jeſus, gives 


life to our hope, our peace and our joy. This 
is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, 


and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. It is the 


work of faith to view the complete atonement. of 


the all- glorious Redeemer, and to. believe that in 
him the Father is well . $53 044-4 "3 
51 Mar nen -Te 

When faith preſents hs! Saviour' 8 abe 
And whiſpers, „This is thine, | 


Sweetly my rifing hours advance, 


And Lean decline. i on UFLGOOLD 


While ſuch my views, the , fn 


Sheds a more ſprightly ray, 3 2 1 
Each object ſmiles, all nature- charms,” 3 
1 490 wid cares Nah n "rho 148 


16] 1s ON his IDE PEE, a VT man is faid live 75 
faith. All his preſent life of comfort conſiſts in 


that which is apprehended by faith, the friendſhip 
and favour of God to him in Chriſt Jeſus.” He 
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thy face, I am troubled. | The world in vain tries 
to entertain me. Allit can offer is like a jeſt to 
dying men, or like recreation to thoſe in miſery. M - 
Onthy favour alone my tranquillity depends. Were 
Ito be deprived of that, I ſhould ſigh for happineſs 


in the midſt of paradiſe. Thy loving-kindneſs is 5 
better than life. I have, in ſeaſons of darkneſs, or 
waited for the renewed manifeſtations of it, more 1 
than they that watch for the morning. The returns = 
of the light of thy countenance are more welcome 
khan the ſpringing day-hght, after the horrors of a 1 
gloomy and melancholy night; more welcome than wy 
eaſe to the ſick, than cold water to the thirſty ſoul, wy 
or than reſt to the weary and fatigued traveller.“ oy 
When that gracious Being, with whom is the 5 
fountain of life, ſhews his reconciled face, the OY 
drooping ſoul revives, like the opening flowers at 
the riſing of the ſun. How heavenly, how divine — 
are its comforts and Joys! What indeed is the hea- they 
ven we are waiting for, but the bleſſed, the unin- 9 
terrupted viſion of God? When the heirs of glory ot 
are admitted into his preſence-chamber, and behold por 
the King in his beauty, they will need nothing more 
to complete their happineſs. © We now ſee through Jy 
a glaſs darkly ; but then face to face. As for me, 1 
Iwill behold thy face in righteouſneſs; I ſhall be 8 
[atisfied, when I awake, with thy likeneſs,” s 
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Tis heav'n on earth to taſte thy love, 
To feaſt upon thy grace; | 
And that for which I hope above, 
Is but to ſee thy face. 


3. The favour! of God may be conideged, in 
ſome reſpetts, as the rule of life. The will of God, 
as revealed in his holy law, is, properly ſpeaking, 
the rule of our conduct, and ſerves as a lamp to our 


feet, and a light to our paths. But does not a good 


man regulate his life and his actions with a con- 
ſcientious regard to the divine approbation? When 
the apoſtle Paul ſays, We labour, that whether 
preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him,“ he 
does not ſpeak ſo directly of per/onal acceptance to 
eternal life; for of that he expreſſes the fulleſt ſa: 


tis faction in the context, 2 Cor. v. 9. But it was 


his concern, and that of his fellow ſaints, that all 


their labours, ſervices, and ſufferings, might find 


gracious acceptance with God through Chriſt; that 
ſo they might enjoy the ſupporting and conſolatory 
manifeſtations of his favour in all. A truly good 


man would undertake nothing in which he might 2 


not warrantably hope for the favourable approba- 


tion of the Moſt High, We may obſerve this in 


the caſe of Moſes, the man of God. His words 


are theſe, when pleading with the Almighty: for the 


tokens of his favour; 4 Now en I pray thee; 
Eg: if 
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if I have found grace in thy ſight, ſhew me now thy 
way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace 
in thy ſight.” He dreaded the thought of taking 
one ſtep forwards in the journey through the wil- 
dlerneſs, without the preſence and favourable ſmiles 
of that God in whom he truſted. . Thus again he 
prays in that pſalm which bears his name, Let 


thy work appear unto thy ſervants, and thy glory 


unto their children; - and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us; and eſtabliſh thou the work 
of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands 
eſtabliſh thou it. It gives ſome men no concern, 
whether their Maker is pleaſed or diſpleaſed with 
their proceedings; but it is not ſo with thoſe who 


put ſuch! a value on his favour, as to account it 


their life. They have, in a meaſure, the ſame mind 
in them which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who ſaid 
of his divine Father, I do always thoſe things 
which pleaſe him.“ This is what I mean by ſaying, 
that the favour of God is the rule of life. In con- 
nection with this I add, | 
4. The favour of God is the end of life. - His 
: 3 is the due and proper end of the lives and 
actions of his creatures. For thy pleaſure they 
are, and were created. They are ſubordinate to 
him, as their end; for of him, and through him, 
and to him are all 6 All ſhould tend to him, 


* 


as 
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as the lines in a circle to one common centre. The 
labours of man in his calling are for the ſupport 
and comfort of his natural life; in like manner the 
holy exerciſes and duties in which a child of God 
is engaged, have for their end the enjoyment of his 
tavour. He attends the ſolemnities of public devo- 


tion, that he may behold the beauty of the Lord, 


while he inquires in his temple ; that he may ſee his 
power and his glory in the ſanctuary. And why fo? 
** Becauſe,” fays he, © thy loving-kindnefs is bet- 
ter than life; it is better than my exiſtence, the life 
which I live, for that would do me lite good with- 
out it. i ; 


When the church, as eh in Solon 


divine paſtoral, had loſt the ſweet ſenſe of God's 


favour, through negligence and floth, the took 


oreat pains in ſeeking the reſtoration of her former 
comforts. She quitted her bed of floth, ſhe roſe 


and went about the city, in the ſtreets and broad 


ways thereof; that is, ſhe renewed her diligence in 
the public ordinances of divine worſhip ; ſhe in- 


quired of the watchmen upon the walls of the city, 
«Saw ye him whom my ſoul loveth ? And ſlie 


reſted not till he had reſtored unto her the joys of 
his ſalvation. What i is it that a child of grace would 
not do, what is it that he would not endure, for 


the . of a ſenſe of God's favour? It is el 
| mor 5 
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ee 
more to him than all the world without it. In 
prayer, in hearing and reading the divine word, in 
meditation, in nen to the Lord's table, 
ſtill his cry is, e lift thou 18 the light of thy 
countenance upon me..“ 

Thus, the favour of God is the 155 the objec, 
therule, and the end of a good man's life. 20 


III. The chird general head of our FO ar is 
to conſider to whom God's favour is life, and at 
what particular ſeaſons it is ſo, 

To the preſervation of natural life, the provides. 
tial favour of the great Governor of the univerſe, 
is neceſſary to every one, and neceſſary every hour, 
every.moment. But I would particularly ſpeak of 


bis ſpecial favour, 1 more immediately intended 


in our text. 

All the children of God moſt certainly know 
that his favour to them is life, and they know it is 
ſo at all times, particularly in religious duties, under 
trying diſpenſations, and even when they are in the 
full enjoyment of created comforts. But there are 


ſome ſpecial ſeaſons when they will not only ac- 


knowledge. this as a truth revealed in the ſcriptures, 
but when they will lie under a ng, conviction 


and impreſſion of it. 8 
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This I believe is always the caſe, in a ſinner's 
firſt converſion to God. This is the period when 
he begins to put a proper value on the divine fa- 
vour. In his ſtate of ignorance and ſtupidity, alas! 


he forgets God, and is awfully indifferent concern- 


ing either his anger or his love. But in conver- 
ſion, the poor ſinner, who was before at eaſe, 
thoughtleſs and ſecure, is enlightened, convicted, 
and pricked to the heart. His awakened ſoul be- 
gins to cry with Peter's hearers, Men and bre- 
thren, what ſhall we do?“ Or with the jailor at 
Philippi, * Sirs, what ſhall I do to be ſaved? 1 


have ruined and deſtroyed myſelf, and want VN 


friendly guide, to ſet me in the right. way. 1 
know not what to do, or which way to look for | 
relief. I have wandered from God, and from the 


way of peace till now, and am utterly at a loſs What 
ſteps I-ought to take, I am fully convinced, that 


if I proceed in my former courſe, I am utterly and 


everlaſtingly undone. Some other path I muſt 
tread, but how to find the way of ſafety I know - 


not. Moſt earneſtly do I defire to fly from the 
wrath to come, but alas! whither ſhall I fly? Ye 
miniſters of Chriſt, ye ſervants of the Moſt High 
God, give me your counſel. Tell me, is" "there 
any hope-for ſuch a wretch as 1 am? I have gone 


aſtray. ls von ſheep, n the mountains of. ſin. | 
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— 
and error even till now. The terrors of an angry 
God ſet themſelves in array againſt me; O tell me 
how 1 ſhall eſcape them.“. | 
__ _ Toſuch a ſinner, the moſt diſtant nroſpeft the 


ſmalleſt degree of hope concerning God's favour, 


and reconciliation with him, would be as life from 

the dead. If the reader has felt the terrors of an fave 
awakened conſcience, he will not be at a loſs to lint 
know what we mean. He who has a juſt ſenſe of and 


God's awful diſpleaſure againſt him, becauſe of in 1 
ſin, can find no words expreſſive enough to ſet con 
forth his value of the divine favour. ex1l 

Now the God of all grace hath promiſed to guide mak 
bewildered ſouls into the way of life and peace. 
% will inſtru& thee, and teach thee in the way and 
which thou ſhalt go; I will guide thee with mine 
eye. Thine ears ſhall hear a word behind thee ſay- 
mg, This 1s the way, walk ye in it. The way- for 
faring men, though fools, ſhall not err therein. 
For thus faith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy I Akt 
One of Iſrael, 1 am the Lord thy God which miſe 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the | 
_ which thou ſhouldeſt go. I will bring the tor | 


blind by a way that they knew not, I will lead them 1 I 
in paths that they have not known; I will make to lo 
" darkneſs light before them, and crooked things with 
ſtraight. Theſe things will I do unto them, and glve 
| Ns not 
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not forſake them.” 
remember for his encouragement, that it is the 
office of the Saviour of men, to give light to them 


that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to 5 


guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The convinced ſinner ſees the neceſſity of God's 
favour being manifeſted in turning his heart from 
ſin to holineſs. He ſees the neceſſity of repentance, 
and is conſcious of his own inability to produce it 
in himſelf. © Alas!” ſays he, © I can no more 
convert myſelf, than I. could have given myſelf 
exiſtence when I had none. I have no power to 


make my heart new, to make it pure and holy. 1 


feel. in myſelf nothing but diſorder, perverſeneſs, | 


and rebellion. What. ſhall I do? Merciful God! 
do thou thoroughly change and renew my ſoul, 
Turn thou me; and I ſhall be turned. Do all that 
for me, of thy abundant grace, which is neceſſary 


to my everlaſting ſalvation: ' I am encouraged to 


alk this, becauſe thou haſt, of thy free favour, pro- 
miſed all that I want.” | 
The poor ſinner, 1n this caſe, is led to remember, 


boy his relief, ſuch declarations as the following. 
The Lord thy God will circumciſe thine heart 
to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart;” and 


with all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live. I will 


give them an heart to know me, and they hall be 
„ my 


The inquiring ſinner ſhould 


* 


3 
. 


9 
22 
EL 

4 
* g 
7 
2 
D 4.5 
, 
7 
4 £ 
A. - 
14 
2 
* 
2 
oW * 
KL 
„* 6 
Fg 
2 
* 


8 
"RJ 


2 
Ly b 
r a 


— 


P 


52 LIFE IN 
= * e- „ 


my people, and 1 will be their God: for they mall 
return unto me with their whole heart. 
a new ſpirit within you, and will take the ſtony 
heart out of your fleſh, and will give you an heart 
of fleſh.” Here God of his free favour, has gra- 

5 ciouſly promiſed what the aw akened ſoul ſees to be 
abſolutely neceſſary to its final ſafety. 

Such a ſinner wants a ſenſe of intereſt in the * 
vine Redeemer, and in all his ſaving benefits. He 
is fully convinced that there is no ſalvation for him 
but in Jeſus. © How have I deceived myſelf,” 
ſays he, © in placing my confidence in my own 
righteouſneſs, which indeed is but as filthy rags! 

It is impoſſible that that ſhould juſtify me which is 
ſo imperfe& and impure as to deſerve the abhor- 


Fd 


rence of my Maker and Sovereign. 
fee my own nakedneſs and wretchedneſs. Behold, 
I am vile; I abhor myſelf, all I am, and all I have; 
nay, Ljuſtly deſerve the abhorrence of that holy 
and righteous Being with whom I have to do. If 
I have” not a righteouſneſs better than my own, a 
righteouſneſs anſwerable to the requiſitions of the 
divine law, I am well aſſured, I cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. When I review my paſt 
life, and look into my depraved heart, I am con- 
founded. God is holy, his law is pure, his juſtice 
is like a flaming fire againſt polluted ſinners, ſuch 


as 


I will put 


I now at laſt 


all 
but 


ö #+Þ 1+Þ 860940. 
« S 


as I am. In myſelf I have nothing to. ſhelter or 


protect me, and ſhould ſink into deſpair, were it 


not for the glad tidings of. goſpel grace, in which a 
Saviour is revealed, who is become a ſurety for 


ſinners, an advocate, a propitiatory ſacrifice. O 


for a ſenſe of intereſt in this precious, this Almighty 


Redeemer! What would I give, rather, what would | 


I not give for this! Lord, ſhew me this favour, and 
what can I aſk more! : 
I ſee that ſinners are made partakers of the fal 


vation of Jeſus only by believing in him. But 
faith is the gift of God. How ſhall I believe in 


this divine Saviour? Alas! my unbelieving heart 


debars me from the conſolation of the goſpel. I 
ſometimes think I will embrace Chriſt, but I ſeem 


to want arms to do it. [I think I will come to him, 


but I ſeem to want feet, and cannot move towards 


GOD'S FAVOUR. | 358. 


him. I am convinced of my unbelief, and of the 
want of that faith which is of the operation of God. 


I ſee that without ſuch a faith there can be no parti- 
cipation of pardon of ſin, no enjoyment of peace 
with God, no hope of heaven. O that God would 
graciouſly work. this faith in me, by his on al. 
mighty power! Lord, conquer and ſubdue my un- 


believing heart, by the light. and power of thy 


af *: we 
. * 2 


word, and the attractive beams of thy favour!” ?“?! 
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In this caſe, the trembling ſinner may find ſome 
encouragement from ſuch declarations of the divine 
word as the following. I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and 


1 will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. 


A new heart will I give you, and a right ſpirit will 


I put within you. Him that cometh to me, I will 
in no wiſe caſt out. It is written in the prophets, 
They ſhall be all taught of God. Every man there- 
fore that hath heard and hath learned of the Father, 


cometh unto me, He that ſpared not his own Son, 


but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not 


with him alfo freely give us al things?“ 
In a word, the returning ſinner wants a diſco- 


very of his being received into the favour and 


friendſhip of God, through Jeſus Chriſt- This 


would be worth more to him than all the. world. 
He is conſcious of his crimes, he is oppreſſed with 
loads of guilt, and almoſt overwhelmed with fear- 
ful and deſponding apprehenſions. 


the Publican in the temple cries, God be mer- 
ciful- to me a finner. Satan, and my own miſgiv- 
ing heart would drive me from thee; but the ſenfe 
of my neceſſity urges me on to ſeek that reef at 
thy hand which can be found no where elſe. Yet 
| How 


He trembles to 
approach the awful Majeſty of heaven, but ſtand- 
ing afar off, he ſmites upon his breaſt, and like 


V 
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| how can ſuch a wretch as I am, expect any token 


of mercy from thy offended Majeſty ! I have ſin- 
ned againſt heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon; yet make me as 
one of thy hired ſervants; let me but be taken into 
thy family, and I ſhall be happy, though I ſhould 
occupy the meaneſt place, and ſtand in the loweſt 
order. Lord, what ſhall I ſay unto thee? Is there 
yet any mercy for my poor helpleſs and polluted 
ſoul? Shall I ever obtain favour in thine eyes? O 


look upon me, and be gracious unto me, for the 


ſake of him who died the loſt to ſave. 


« I will not deſpair, but endeavour to hope even 
againſt hope. Thou, O God, who art inhmtely 
great, art alſo infinitely good and kind, Thy > 
mercy is above the heavens. Thou haſt had long 
patience with me, and kept me alive from going 
down to the pit of deſtruction, I would hope, with 


the compaſſionate deſign of bringing me to the 
knowledge of thy great ſalvation. For whom did 


Jeſus, thy beloved Son, ſhed his blood; for whom 
did he agonize and die, but for ſinners? Lord, 1 
am a ſinner, and though my crimes far exceed the 


crimes of many others, yet I find, in the days of 
his ſojourning here below, he ſhewed mercy on 
great ſinners; they obtained forgiveneſs, as pat- 


terns of future grace to others. O Lord, look 
TE down 
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down upon me with an eye of pity ; Iam greatly: 
.- perplexed between hopes and fears, and know not 
what to do. If I look at myſelf, I ſee nothing but WW 5 
grounds of diſcouragement, and of deſpair. * To. 


me belongeth confuſion of face; but to thee be- = 
long mercies and forgiveneſſes, through the death 5 
of thy dear Son. This is all my hope, the only ; 
ground of my expettation of pardon, of peace, and 8 
of reconciliation with thje. 6 — 
PE» « And "” 
* „ ; | in 
So numerous are our offences, and ſo violent 
our provocations, that, were not the bleſſed God 
equally ſuperior to us in goodneſs, as he is in power; in 
and in pardoning mercy, as he is in wiſdom; we could ra 
not have the leaſt ground of hope. Among men, fie 
When a breach of private friendſhip has taken place, of 
the aggreſſor, being conſcious of the injury he has ta 
done, is commonly very backward to admit, that the tr. 
aggrieved party has any benevolence for him. Thus ev 
it is with ſinners, when their conſciences are awa- re: 
kened, in regard to God, Extremely backward they ye 
are to admit, that there ts forgiveneſs with God, for di 
ſuch aggravated crimes as theirs. To relieve the dif- hi 
treſſed ſoul, by obviating this very common and preſs- m 
ing difficulty, the Great Soyereign condeſcends ta- by 
citly to admit, that were he like us, neither pardon- Y 
ing nor ſparing mercy would ever be exerciſed to- m 
wards any of Adam's offspring. But, ke is Gop and W 
not MAN. His thoughts, Telative to pardoning mercy, al 
dre not our eng hangs: nor 3 . reſpecting that L 
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% And is there inded any hope for a wretch ſo 


miſerable and forlorn as I am ? The very poſſibility 


of obtaining favour with tliee, alleviates my ſor- 
rows, and half removes the heavy load which op- 
preſſes my ſoul. Wilt thou be pacified towards 
me! Let me not deceive myſelf! Is not this too 
good news to be true! Have I any warrant from 


thee, O merciſul God, for the hope I am cheriſh-" 


ing? Yes! I this moment recollect what is written 
in the ſcriptures be truth ; Let the wicked forſake 
his 


— 


important affair, like our ways. Offences, compa- 
rable to a debt of only fifty pence, are often with dif- 


ficulty forgiven by us: while he, through the blood 


of atonement, freely obliterates a debt of ten thouſand, 
talents. Among mortals, it is an inſtance of love ex- 
tremely rare, that any one ſhould lay down his life, 


even for a good man, or a public benefactor; but God 
recommends his love towards us, in that, whale we were 
yet ſinners, and his enemies, he ſent his own Son to 
die for us. Far from regulating the manifeſtations of 
his compaſſion according to the puny inſtances of hu- 
man kindneſs ; he not only bleſſes, but aſtoniſhes, 
by the diſplays of his matchleſs favour to ſinners. 


Yes, God is'Lbvz ; and, therefore, he delighteth in © 


mercy. What, then, could be more encouraging; or 


what, by neceſſary conſequence, could more ſtrongly . 


authoriſe, a guilty, periſhing wretch, to rely on the 
Lord Jefus, in whom this boundleſs merey is mani- 


felted ?” Boo s Glad Tidings, pag. 26. 27. 
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his way, and the unrigliteous man his thoughts, let 


him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy on- 
him; and to our. God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. I will forgive their iniquity, and I will re. 
member their ſins no more. I even I am he that 


blotteth out thy tranſgreſſion for mine own ſake, 
and: will not remember thy ſins. Whoſoever be- 


lievetli in Jefus ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins. 
Lord, on the declarations of thy own mouth 


I venture my ſoul's everlaſting concerns. O help; 


me ſo to believe what thou haſt ſpoken, as that my 
fears and anxieties may be removed, and my ſoul 
be ſatisfied of its intereſt in thy favour which is 


A 


Guilty and ſelf-condemn'd I lie, 
s Before thy awful throne; 
28 know I have deſerv'd to dit, 

Yet fave me through thy Son. 


In his dear name may I Nabe 
The pardon I implore; 5 2 

And, for thy fov'reign mercy's fake, 

My wand*ring fect reſtore, - ' 


Thy healing grace, O God, impart; 
Relieve my trembling ſoul; 

O let thy favour cheer my den, 
And all my fears controul. 


The Favow of Cod is Life to converted Perſons in 


8 15 58 N b 


H 


AVING conſidered the text as applicable to 


the caſe of ſinners at their fir ſt converſt In, I 


COD's FAVOUR. 


%, „ 


CHAP. 


now proceed to obſerve, 


2. That the favour of God is life to returning 
backfliders. - 
permitted to turn aſide from the path of duty, to fall 
into open acts of ſin, or into a courſe of ſecret re- 
milſneſs, negligence, and unwatchfulneſs. When 
that is the caſe, divine comforts are ſuſpended, . or, 
in the language of inſpiration, the Lord hides his ©. 

face, and leaves the ſoul in darkneſs, gloomineſs, Hy + 

and deſpondency. Through the power of indwel- 
ling ſin, through the violence of Satan's tempta- 
tions, or through the ſnares of the preſent evil 

world, they forſake the Fountain of living waters, 
leave their firſt love, and turn aſide after lying va- 
nities, till their hearts being hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin, they at length, perhaps, are 
overtaken with faults inconſiſtent with their chriſtian 
character, or fall into diſhonourable and ſcandalous 
practices. This is greatly to be lamented. But 
the of ere reſtores his en meep. 
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God's dear children are ſometimes 


= 


* 


He 


«ab 
- a v 


OE 
W 


4 " e : . 5 9 > \ ” 
4 . . 
4 0 4 4 . : , 
— 2 n ** 4 ky x . 1 8 a4 4 
* 2 5 2 4 4 12 
2 0 4 * K | * F 2 
: „ * e 8 8 > ; ** a * $ 
* * 4 4 8 + ax 0 : 5 <> DX, 


„ _ 
8 


9 4 


. 

INE 
8 N 
Fol gs ror hr Spatiay tees arr) — renn 
m_—_ ' ARE. 


4 * 


* : 
F Y 
* fl > p 
. 3 9 — *. Ke, . 8 * 
* rr 
n 1 NN *& AH 
* 2 


70 —— 
A K 


DEF 
A OY pn ER Earns 


— 


1 
2 


5 


* 
F* 
"= 
* 
7 
51 
W 7 
8 
* 
2 
* 
5 
7 5 
5 
I 
> 
: > 


1 


14 


= 60 | LIFE IN 
Ht | : * 44. | 
C I 25 He brings them to a juſt ſenſe of the evil of their th 
be | doings, and opens afreſh the ſprings of godly ſor- Ww 
row. He ſays to them, Thine own wickedneſs in 
= ſhall correct thee, and thy back{lidings ſhall re- k 
BY f 


prove thee; know therefore and ſee, that it is an 


. 
„ 
r * 

3 
. 4 q 


1 evil thing and bitter that thou haſt forſaken the I 

| ir Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, ſaith 10 
43 the Lord God of hoſts.”” That peace, which ariſeth be 
x from a view of intereſt in Jeſus, is loſt. The Ig 
= © grieved Spirit ſuſpends his gracious influences, and Py 
| | | the ſoul is filled with diſquietude, diſtreſs and an- = 
1 —_—. Rs Si ; 2 
: A When this is the caſe, the man is brought, in * 
=. deep humiliation, to lament after an abſent God, 1 
A iy IP and to cry to him, with the Pſalmiſt, „ Reſtore hy 
P unto me the joys of thy ſalvation.” To the con- 15 
l #1 ſolations of God I am now, alas! a ſtranger. Be- 5 
8 | 5 hold, for peace I have great bitterneſs! My caſe El, 
is ſad and deplorable, - When I firſt gave myſelf 01 
=_ to the Lord, I promiſed conſtancy; but I have 
nao forgotten and forſaken him and am quickly * 
turned aſide after vain things which cannot profit. 4 
Woe 1s me, ungrateful wretch that I am! My un- "| 
kind dealing with God is unparalleled! Who ever = 
turned aſide unto folly as I have done? My guilty * 
conſcience now accuſeth me, God frowns upon is 


me, all my former ſins are ſet in array againſt me, 
N | „ they 


- 
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they ſtare me in the face. I am 1 to que ſtion 
whether ever there were a ſaving change wrought 


in me. I think within myſelf, ſurely, none of 
God's children ever carried it towards him as I 
have done. Such a backſlider in heart and life as 


I am, may juſtly expect to be filled with his own L 
ways. I ſometimes even fear that I have ſigned | 


beyond the reach of mercy ; having been once en- 
lightened, and after that fallen away, how is it 


poſſible that I ſhould be renewed again unto repent- 


ance ? May I not look rather for fiery indignation, 


than for a gracious acceptance into favour? Ox if 
my ſins have not reached to that degree, I am ger- 


tain they have been attended with awful aggrava- 
tions. I have ſinned againſt light and love; I have 


been guilty | of frequent and dreadful relapſes; I 
have violated conſcience, and grieved the Holy, 


Spirit of God. Theſe conſiderations wound me to 


the very heart, and cover my face with ſhame and 


bluſhing, ſo that I am not able to look up. Had I 


8 A 
4 > 


provoked a fellow-creature as I have provoked the Pe Y 


Moſt High, what favour could I expect? But this 
thought relieyes me, I have to do with God, and not 


man. I will ſtudy, T will plead his gracious and 
merciful declarations, He hath. ſaid, ** My people 
are bent to backſliding from me; though they cal- 


led them to the Moſt High, none at all mou exalt | 


has. » 
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him. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How 


ſhall I deliver thee, ¶Mrael? How ſhall I make thee 


as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? Mine 


heart is turned within-me, my repentings are kindled 


together. I will not execute the fierceneſs of mine 
anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim ; for 1 


am God, and not man, the Holy One in the midſt 


of thee. I will heal their backſliding, I will love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away from 


him.“ * 


The backſliding Attias ſtands in great need of 


the manifeſtation of divine favour, in reſtoring life 


and vigour to his languiſhing graces. © I have, ſays 
he, © by my wanderings from God, not only loft 
the ſweet ſenſe of his favour, but I have impo- 


veriſhed my own ſoul, and brought it into a lean 


and languiſhing condition. My leanneſs, my lean- 
E 7 tee 


* © Depth of mercy? can there be 
Mercy {til reſerv'd for me? 
'Can my God his wrath forbear ? 

Me, the chief of finners, ſpare ? 


Jeſus ſpeaks, and pleads his blood! 

He diſarms the wrath of Gad; 

Now my Father's bowels move: 33 

* lingers into love. CONS. 12 Ps 


Kind- 


F TP 


GOD's FAVOUR- 63 
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neſs, woe is me! My faith ſtaggers, my av is 


cold and feeble, my hope of heaven languiſhes, 
the ſprings of godly | ſorrow are dried up, or run 


very faintly. My heart is ſmitten and withered like 


graſs. A cold winter has benumbed all the active 


powers of my ſoul, and nothing but the ſhowers 
of grace, and the ſhining of the Sun of righteouſ- 


Kindled his relentings are; 

Me he now delights to ſpare; _ 
Cries, ** How ſhall I give thee up?” 
Lets the lifted thunder drop. 


There for me the Saviour Ds wh; 
-1/ | Shews his wounds, and ſpreads his Res 2 
God is love! I know, I feel! 
Jeſus ſays he loves me ſtill. 


If I rightly read thy heart, 
If thou all compaſſion art, 
Bow thine ear, in mercy bow! 
Pardon, and accept me now. 


* 


Pity from thine eye let fall; 
By a look my ſoul recal: | 
Now the ſtone to fleſh convert; 
Caſt a look, and melt my heart. 


Help me, help me to repent, 
Let me now my fall relent; 
Now my foul revolt deplore, 
Weep, believe, and fin no more! 
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neſs can revive me. In the ſpring ſeaſon, the 
Lord ſends forth his Spirit, and renews the face of 
the earth; O that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give me a happy ſpring ſeaſon in my inner man; 
that he would renew and revive his work in my 
heart, and cauſe the fruits of righteouſneſs to be 
produced in me, 'up his praiſe and glory! By my 
careleſsneſs and ſloth, I have been caſt into a deep 
fleep. By the idleneſs of my hands, my ſoul ſuf- 
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a fers hunger, and is reduced to a ſtarving condition. an 
N By the indulgence of ſin, I have given wounds to ret 
| -my conſcience, which nothing but his grace and he 
1 favour can heal. Lord, return unto me, and have o 
mercy upon me; heal my ſoul, for I have ſinned {er 

againſt thee. Deal with me according to thy word ; Ce 

O be mindful of the gracious promiſes thou haſt dre 

made to backſliding ſouls. I will endeavour to re- M. 

collect ſome of ORs and to eg e them before thy yet 

throne of grace. | ; lik 


After two days will he revive us, in the third me 
day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his the 
fight. I will heal their backfliding, I will love Pre 
them freely; for mine anger is turned away from no 

caſ 


him. I will be as the dew unto JT/rael: he ſhall 


grow as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon. Ha 
His branches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty ſhall e lon 
as the olive-tree, and his finell as Lebanon. They of! 


= 


cop's FAVOUR. By.” 


*. 8 J 


that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they ſhall 
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the ſcent _ 


thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon.“ 

Lord, remember theſe great and precious pro- 
miles in my behalf, and give me to experience 
their full accompliſhment, which will be to thy 
poor ſervant as life from the dead.“ 

The troubled backſlider ſtands in need of the 
manifeſtation of divine favour,. to reſtore peace 
and comfort to his ſoul. Let us ſuppoſe him in his 
retired moments, expreſſing the language of his 
heart in the following ſoliloquy.. I have, by my 


own folly and perverſeneſs, loſt that comfortable 
ſenſe of God's favour which I once enjoyed. The 
Comforter that ſhould: relieve my ſoul, is with- 


drawn; O that I knew where 1 might find him! 
My ſoul is far off from peace; I forget proſperity ; 
yea, for peace I have great bitterneſs. I mourn 
like a dove, and afflict myſelf, but in vain. I re- 


member God, and am troubled, when I think of 


the paſt experience I have had of his comforting 
preſence, Theſe happy ſeaſons are now enjoyed 
no longer. I fay within myſelf, Will the Lord 


caſt: off for ever? Will he be favourable no more? 
Hath he in anger ſhut up his tender mercies? It 1 is 


long ſince I was favoured with the cheering light 
* his bleſſed countenance. There is a great and 
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8 
ſad ſtrangeneſs between God and my ſoul. Alas! 
what ſhall I do to recover what I have loſt? 

«+ I muſt juſtify God, and condemn myſelf, 
even though he ſhould baniſh me from his bleſſed 


preſence for ever. But is there no ground of hope, 
| that he will be gracious unto me? Will he not re- 

turn to the ſoul that ſeeketh him? O what! à bleſſed 
ſeaſon would it be, might J again taſte thoſe hea- 


venly conſolations which I once enjoyed! O that 
it were with me as in months paſt, in the days 
when God preſerved me; when his candle ſhone 
upon my head, and when, by his pn” T e 
through darkneſs! | 

Lord, I entreat thy favour with my whole 
heart; be merciful unto me, according to thy word. 
Hide not thy face from me, but reſtore unto me 
the joys of thy ſalvation. Grant me thoſe heavenly 
ſmiles which chear the hearts of thy dear children; 


deal graciouſly with me, as thou uſeſt to deal with 
thoſe that love thy name. O let me regain the ſenſe 


of thy life-giving favour, for the ſake of him who 


once cried, in agonies on the croſs, My God, my 


God, why haſt thou forſaken me? If Fam in- 
tereſted in the benefits of his redemption, if I am 
a child of thine, ſuffer me not to pine away in dif- 
conſolation, for want of the tokens of a Father's 
ve. Receive a returning prodigal to thy em- 

 rgcivg 
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bracing arms, and 155 unto my ſoul, Te am » thy al. 
um 545, | 8 

Reader, if your caſe bears any e ee to 
to that which I have been deſcribing, let me entreat 
you to ponder in your heart the following gracious 
declarations, ** I will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always wroth ; for the ſpirit before me 
would be oyerwhelmed, and the living ſouls which | 
I have made. Becauſe of his iniquity, for a ſhort 
time I was wroth; and I ſmote him, hiding my 
face in mine anger. And he departed, turning 
back in the way of his heart. I have ſeen his ways; 
and I will heal him; I will be his Guide: and I will 
reſtore comforts to him, and to his mourners. * 
For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but with 
great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath 


1 hid my face from thee, for a moment; but with 


everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 
faith the Lord thy Redeemer. For the mountains 
ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but my 
kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord, that hath mercy dn hee. . | 
To add no more, as to this point, the returning 
backſlider ſtands in need of God s favour to ſecure 
him from future relapſes. Alas!“ ſays he, I 
+ | SE have 


* Dr, Lowth's tranſlation of Ifai, we £14 17, 18, 19. 
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have within me a heart bent to backllide, and prone 
to wander from God. And though I be now re- 
ſtored in great mercy, I ſhall certainly go. aſtray 
again, unleſs I am upheld and preſerved by the 
favour of the Keeper of Iſrael. After God has 


ſpoken peace, I am ſtill in danger of turning again 
to folly. * Thou, O Lord, ſayeſt unto me, Go and 


n no more; but, alas! thou knoweſt my weakneſs 


and inconſtancy. Hold thou me up, and 1 ſhall 
be fafe, and let not any iniquity have dominion 


over me. Let thy favour ſurround me like a ſhield ; 
cauſe thy face to ſhine, and I ſhall be faved. So 


will I not go back from thee; quicken me, and I 
will call upon thy name. Lord, put underneath 
me thine LE any and let N 885 cy 
uphold me.. | {5a 
J have many enemies without, and many wats 
in, and having had ſuch mournful proofs of my 
own unſpeakable weakneſs, and of the deceitful- 


neſs and treachery of my heart, J am jealous over 


_my- 


* „ O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm conſtrain'd to be! 
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand'ring heart to thee, 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, Lord, take and ſeal it, 
Seal it from thy courts above.” | 


1 GOD'S FAVOUR. | 69 
| *. % ent | | 
myſelf. Gn - hs thou eſtabliſh, ftrengthen, 


and ſettle me; for my ſoul depends on thee alone. 
If thou art my. Oe I ſhall not be greatly 


moved.“ 


The te of 55 divine word contain ads 
_ encouragement in this reſpect. 


„The ſteps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord ; though he 
tall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt down; for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. Surely, he 
ſhall not be moved for ever. Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God; 


1 will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, 


I will uphold thee with the gh hand of my right. 
couſneſs,” . i af} 

2 Having, e 3 115 of a a 1 a his 
firſt converſion, and that of the returning back- 


flider, I would now juſt briefly obſerve, that the 
child of God, under heavy and preſſing affliction, 
ſtands in need of the divine favour; and values it 


as life. The afflitions of the righteous are ſo 
many, and ſo various, that my reader will not ex- 


pe&t me to enumerate them all; - but let them'be of 


what kind, or in what form ſoever they may, there 
is great need of that ſupport under them which God 
alone can give. Suppoſe the chriſtian to be exer- 
ciſed with poverty and outward ſtraits, which in- 
deed is no uncommon caſe, a ſenſe of the divine 
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favour will * fortify his mind under the trials 


incident to ſuch a ſtate. It was once the faying of 
a gracious woman, © I have many times been richly 
fed by a ſuitable promiſe from God, when J have 
not had a morſel of meat in the houſe.”” Perhaps 
none have greater opportunities of knowing what 


it is to live by faith, than the godly poor, who 


| have no ſtock in hand on which to depend. They 
may then peculiarly encourage themſelves in the 
patronage of him who 1s the Lord of the univerſe, 
and fay with the Pſalmiſt, I know that the Lord 
will maintain the cauſe of the afflicted, and the right 
of the poor.” It is comfortable- and- relieving in 


ſuch a caſe to recolle&, that he hath ſaid. Rob 


not the poor, * becauſe * 18 poor: neither oppreſs 
the afflicted in the gate. Tor the Lord will plead 


„The pious Author might ſpeak feelingly on this 
head. At one particular period, when a fine was 
. Hid upon him for no other offence than preaching 
the goſpel to poor ſinners, a fine which he was not 
able to pay, the officers ſeized on his furniture, and 


ſold the moſt neceſſary utenſils of his houſe, for a 


mere trifle, to any one who was unfeeling enough to 
purchaſe them. Mrs. Heywood requeſted it, as a fa- 
vour, that one cheſt might be ſpared, as it was an 


ancient piece of family furniture; but this requeſt 


_ was not regarded. The cheſt contained a ſmall, quan- 


tity of oat-meal, the ſcanty ſupply of the family. 
1 85 
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their 8 We uſe to tay, He is fich whom 


God loves, and it is a certain truth; for his fa- 


vour is life. With the enjoyment of that, a little 
will go a great way. A good man not only deſires | 
to have the divine permiſſion to enjoy the bleſſings 
of his providence, he would alſo taſte his love in 
them, and along with them. * Lord,” ſays he, I 
have little, very little, which I can call my own 
in this world; but let me enjoy thy benediction, 


and thy favour with hat I have, and I ſhall be fully 


ſatisfied. I am poor in this world, but let me be 
rich in faith, rich towards God, and I aſk no more. 
Suppoſe a good man to ſuffer in his name and 
character, the favour of God is his ſupport. In 
ſuch a caſe he may ſay, I am denied the favour 
of men; they reproach, perſecute, and oppreſs me, 
but be not thou, O Lord, a terror unto. me; for 
thou art my only hope. Many of my fellow-crea- 
tures are againſt me, but let me enjoy thy friend- 
{hip and favour, and then I may bid defiance to 
$15 | the 


The officers took a bed-curtain, ſpread. it on the floor, 
poured the meal upon it, and fold the cheſt. But 
God, by his favour, can ſuſtain his children in trials 
like theſe, and even in ſufferings ill more ſevere. 
Ve took joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods, know- 
ing that ye have, in heaven, a more ſure and enduring 
tubFance.”” | . 
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the bd Thy approbation more tlian counter- 
balances all that I ſuffer from the cenſures of men. 


Let perſons of evil intentions report what they | 


pleaſe concerning me, I deſire to have a good re- 
port of the truth itſelf, and pray, that by the power 
of grace, I may be ſo helped to exerciſe myſelf, 
as to have a conſcience void of offence, towards 
God and towards men, and then, the ſlanders of 
the world will not much diſquiet me. If I am re- 
proached for the ſake of Chriſt, I ought: to look 
upon it as a ſingular honour conferred upon me, as 
Moſes counted the reproach of Chriſt greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt; for he had reſpeR to 
the recompenſe'of reward. I find the perſecuted 
diſciples of Jeſus thus addreſſed, ** If ye be re- 
proached/ for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for 
the Spirit of God and of glory reſteth upon you.“ 
His followers of old rejoĩced that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name. My mind is 


compoſed to a divine calm, when I hear the Lord 


thus ſpeaking in his word, © Hearken unto me, 
ye that, know righteouſneſs, the people in whoſe 
heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. I, even I, 
am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou 
ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man that ſhall die, and for- 
getteſt the Lord thy Maker, who hath ſtretched 

| . | r forth 
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ee 

forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth; and haſt feared continually every day, be. 
cauſe of the fury of the oppreffor, as if he were 
ready to deſtroy ? And where 1s the HY of Keg 
oppreſſor ? 

Are the children of God attended with aileaſes 
in their outward man? Nothing is ſo deſirable to 
them as the favourable and conſolatory i ſmiles of 
their heavenly Father. When a good man is viſited 
with ſickneſs, and brought low by the power of 
diſeaſe, a variety of gloomy thoughts may becloud 
his mind, and add weight to the calamity under 
which he labours. The company, the converſe, 
and the' prayers of his religious friends may, 


in that caſe, afford him relief and encourage. ; 


ment. But, above all, the favour of God is 
life to him, and he efteems it as ſuch. If it 
pleaſe the Lord, in infinite condeſcenſion, to vilit 


him with the kind tokens of his love, to ſpeak com- 
fortably to him, by applying the promiſes of grace | 
to his deſponding heart, his darkneſs 1 is turned into 


day, and his mourning into joy. It i is a ſovereign 
ſupport under oppreflive diſorders, to find the 
Eternal God to be our refuge, to be upheld by his 
mighty arm, and to be ſtrengthened by his cheer- | 
ing prefence on the bed of languiſhing, when moſt. 
we need his aid. When the Lord, according to 
G his 
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| his own merciful: promiſe, makes all our bed in 


„. 


our ſickneſs, we ſhall ſurely find eaſe in the midſt 


of pain; and though the outward man ſeem to be 
periſhing, the inward man wall be Ne day by 


day. 
Sometimes the people of God are afllicted in 


their relative capacity, and have much trouble on 


account of thoſe who are bone of their bone, and 
fleſh of their fleſh. Some of thoſe who lie neareſt 
their hearts, are oppreſſed with all the weight of 
violent attacks of ſickneſs, or otherwiſe wear out 


a dying life under the languors of {low diſeaſe. A 


feeling heart cannot but be deeply affected in ſuch 


caſes. Others of their relations are ſunk in all the 


depths of poverty and neceſſity; while others, if 
not poor, are profane, and have not the fear of God 
before their eyes. They are violent oppoſers of all 


that is good, and in them the words of our Re- 
deemer are verified. A man's enemies are they 


of his own houſe.” In any of theſe caſes the trial 


is heavy, and the chriſtian is under the neceſſity of 


looking to the Lord for relief and comfort, as in 
the circumſtance laſt mentioned, the prophet Mzicak 


reſolved to do. © Truſt ye not in a friend, put ye 


not confidence in a guide; keep the doors of thy 


mouth from her that lieth in thy boſom. For the 
Jon diſhonoureth the father, the daughter riſeth up 
8 a- 


coD's rA. 7 
. | 
againſt her mother. Therefore I will look unto _ 
the Lord : I will wait for the God of my ſalvation: 
my God will hear me.” As if he had ſaid, © 1 
am willing to loſe the favour of my father, my 
mother, my wife, my brothers or ſiſters, if I may 
but enjoy the favour and friendſhip of the God of 
my life. From him I expect all my felicity. “ 
Thus in all outward troubles, the favour of God 
is life. If it is inquired for what ends, and on 


what accounts it is ſo earneſtly deſired in theſe cir- 


cumſtances, much might be faid in reply; but I 


| ſhall only obſerve, That a ſenſe of God's favour 


ſweetens the bitter potion of affliction, and lightens 


| the burden of diſtreſs. Our heavenly Father moſt . 


certainly corrects his children in love, in wiſdom 
and in faithfulneſs. The end he has in view, is 
their profit, to make them partakers of his holineſs, 
and to fit them for his heavenly kingdom. AMic- 


tion in itſelt is not joyous, but grievous, and if not 


alleviated by divine conſolation, it would be ſtill 
more fo. Hence the afflicted chriſtian ſometimes 


ſays, If I can but ſee that the heart of my hea- 


venly Father is towards me, while his corrective 
hand is upon me, I ſhall be ſatisfied. If he is 
pleaſed to wound me in the tendereſt part, I 
ſhall be contented, if. I may but be aſſured that 
it is the wound of a friend. I will ſay, It is 
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the Lord, let him do to me as cometh 8 in his 


light. But how can I bear the preſſure of affliction 


without a ſenſe of his red 

Let the afflicted chriſtian conſider well theſe 4 
vine declarations, and take the comfort of them. 
*« If ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye baſlards, and not ſons. We 
had fathers of our fleſh, which. corre&ed us, and 
we gave them reverence: ſhall we not much rather 
be in ſubjection to the Father of fpirits, and live? 
For they verily for a few days chaſtened us, after 
their own pleaſure ; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holineſs. By this ſhall 


the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the 


fruit, to take away his ſin. For whom. the Lord 
loveth he correcteth, even as a father the ſon in 
whom he delighteth. - I will bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refine them as filver is. 


refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they 


ſhall call on my name, and I will hear them ;. I will 
ſay, It is my prople 3 and they ſhall . The Lord 
is my God.” bk 

But beſides the outward APs which we have 
juſt mentioned, there are troubles of a more inter- 
nal and ſpiritual kind, in reſpett to which, the 
favour of God is the beſt relief. Such, for in- 
ſtance, as ariſe from conſcious guilt, and an ap- 


prehenſion 
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prehenſion of God's diſpleaſure, dienst of fin. 
What can a guilty, condemned malefactor deſire, 
ſo much as the Judge's favour ? To one oppreſſed 
with the fear of God's anger, the only e is a 
diſcovery of his love. b 

Much inward trouble ariſes from a ſenſe of the 
power and prevalence of the impurity and corrup- 
tion of the heart. This makes the chriſtian often 
cry out with the apoſtle Paul, O wretched man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
this death.“ A ſenſe of the divine favour will lead 


us alſo to ſay with him, © I thank God through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 

The furious aſſaults of temptation are est 
very trying to the children of God, and aſſurance 
of his favour the beſt ſhield of defence, whereby | 
they are enabled to quench the fiery darts of the 


wicked one. The temptations of the grand advere 


ſary of ſouls, who goes about as a roaring lion, ſeek- 
ing whom he may deyour, occaſion much trouble 
to the pious man, He often ſays within himſelf, 
When ſhall the happy moment arrive, that God 
ſhall bruiſe Satan under my feet? O when ſhall 
it once be? When the enemy comes in like a flood, 
may the Spirit of the Lord lift up a ſtandard againſt 
him. When the meſſenger of Satan comes to 
buy me, may Jeſus manifeſt his favour, and ſay 
. G3. unto 
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unto me, My grace is cello for thee, my 
ſtrength 1s made perfect through weakneſs.” May 
he who was tempted in all points like as we are, 
and who knows how. to ſuecour them that are 
tempted, ſuccour me, and ſurround me with his 
favour, like a ſhield. He knows how I am hur- 


ried and harafſed, and ſometimes even terrified by 


the roaring lion of. the bottomleſs pit, may he 
ſtrengthen me with ſtrength in my ſoul, to fight the 
good fight of faith, and make me more than con- 
queror through his love. 
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WE « come now in the laſt place, under this head, 

0 conſider the words of our text with re- 
ference to dying perſons. In that awful period to 
which we muſt all come, when we muſt paſs through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, meet the king 
of terrors, and be perſonally engaged in cloſe con- 
flict with that laſt enemy, we ſhall find, that an 
intereſt in the divine favour will be of the greateſt 
importance. When, not only all created enjoy- 


| ments muſt be given up, Pr life itſelf muſt be re- 
1 85 | bh 
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ſigned, a our heart and fleſh fail us, it will be of 
the greateſt conſequence to know, upon ſure and 
certain grounds, that God is the ſtrength. of our 


heart, and our portion for ever. The good man 


will then, more than at any former period, be lead 
to ſay, In has favour is TT 
The ſweet experience of the divine favour wall £ 
be above all things deſirable, to ſatisfy the ſoul of its 
being in a ſtate of ſafety. Perhaps the dying man 


hath, been often doubting and. diſputing his intereſt 


in the Redeemer, and his title to. the heavenly i in- 
heritance, while in health and vigour. If, under 
the power of a threatening diſtemper, and i in the 
immediate proſpetts of his diſſolution, theſe heſita- 
tions ſtill remain, the bed of languiſhing will be | 
very unealy to him. He will probably expreſs the 
anxieties of his mind 1 in ſome ſuch langyage as the | 


following: 


* Alas! what ſhall I Jo "HB 1 1 to: 1 
a. dying man, and my ſoul, I fear, i is in a dangerous 


ſtate. I am paiſing into another world, and I know 


not where 1 ſhall, land. I am going the way 1 
ſhall never return ; ; it is a great journey, and an 


awful one. 0 eternity, eternity, how ſolemn i 18 the 


proſpect! How. near am I now either to heaven or 
hell, to eternal ſalvation, or everlaſting damnation! 


My pat ſins and follies crowd afreſh into my re- | 
— membaitice. 
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Saane, and diſquiet my itte I am 
doubtful of the truth of my repentance, becauſe 
my heart is deceitful, the work is great, and at- 


tended with many difficulties. It is certain many 
do deceive themſelves, and think they are ſomething 
when they are nothing. I tremble, and am fore 


5 afraid, leſt I ſhould be found one of that number. 


Shall I fay, with the dying Emperor of Rome, 


* O my poor wandering, trembling, ſelf-flattering 
foul, whither art thou going! Thou muſt no longer 
hold converſe with men, nor enjoy thy former de- 

lights any more; ah, whither art thou going!“ Or 


mall my caſe be like that of him who ſaid, * I have 
lived anxiouſly, and I die doubtingly !' Alas! I 


am afraid to part with life, and leave this world, 


not knowing whether God be my friend or my 


enemy. O what would I give for a fatisfying 
teſtimony of my reconciliation with God! The 


aſſurance of his favour would be worth more to me 
than ten thouſand worlds. Would he be graciouſly 


pleaſed to ſmile upon my foul, and lift up upon me 
the light of his countenance, I ſhould not be afraid 


to die. Lord, thy favour is life to a dying man; 
grant me, O grant me ſome kind token of it; how 


elſe ſhall I paſs this gloomy vale, and bun forth 


into the unknown 7s of eternity 135 


7 a 
% Death 
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45 « Death i is armed with a dreadful ſting, and ac- 
companied with many terrors. His ſting I feel 
within me, his terrors ſhake my trembling ſoul, 
and pierce me through. I ſee his ghaſtly looks, 1 
behold his horrid grin, and even feel his fangs faſ- 
tening on my waſting fleſh. My breath is corrupt, 
my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me. 
O merciful Redeemer, ſpeak peace to my anxious 
boſom, ſay to my ſoul, * Lam thy falvation!. I will 
deliver thee from going down to the pit, for I have 
redeemed thee, and given my own. life a ranſom 
for thee. I have taſted death for thee, I have en- 
countered and ſubduM thy dreaded foe, to mage 
thee more than conqueror over him.“ 

Lord, help me to believe thy faithful word, I 
to take the comfort of it. Haſt thou not ſaid, O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be 
thy deſtruction?“ Haſt thou not wreſted the wea- 
pon out of the enemy's hand, and deſtroyed him 
that had the power of death, that thou mighteſt be 
the Deliverer of them Who through fear of death 
were all their life-time ſubje& to bondage? Lord, 
I believe, help thou my unbelief.— I ſee, I feel 


the thick gloom begin to break, and the light of di- 


vine favour beaming on my ſoul. The wounds 
of my dying Saviour are healing to my languiſhing 


heart. He takes the ling of, Meath away, and gives 


Mme: 
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me peace by the blood of his croſs. My God 


through this is reconciled, I hear his pardoning 
voice, I feel his celeſtial conſolations, and can 
now adopt the triumphant challenge, O death, 
where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! Now, Lord, letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 


ſeen thy falvation; Though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I will tear no evil, 


for thou art with me! | 
11 


= Was, Swine 100 ſublime effuſions of Dr. 
Youne's evangelical muſe, can never be too much 


admired. 


Jo man the bleeding crofs has promis- all; 
The bleeding croſs has ſworn eternal grace. 
O what is this Survey the wond'rous cure, 
And at each ſtep. let higher wonder riſe! 

Pardon For infinite effence! And pardon 
Through means that ſpeak its value infinite! 


A pardon bought with blood! With blood divine! 


Wich blood divine of him T'made my foe ! | 
Perfiſted to provoke ! Though woo'd and aw'd; ; 
Bleſt and chafſtis'd, a flagrant rebel {till ! 

A rebel midſt the thunders of his throne ! 
NorlI alone! a rebel univerſe! 


My ſpecies up in arms! Not one exempt 4 


Yet for 10 fouleſt of the ws he dies! 8 
i | O'er 


It 
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It is through the favour of God, that the ſoul 


immediately, on its diſmiſſion from the body, is 


received into the manſions of glory. None but 
the objects of his love are admitted into his preſence- 
chamber. It is true, we hear not his audible voice, 
as the penitent thief did, ſaying, To- day ſhalt thou 
be with me in paradiſe. Yet God ſpeaks to us by 
his faithful word of promiſe, and on that ground 


che believer may ſay with the Pſalmiſt, God ſhall 
redeem my ſoul: from the power of the grave, for 
he ſhall receive me.“ That is, He ſhall receive 


me 


O'er guilt (how mountainous!) with out-ſtretch'd 
2 . | | 

Stern juſtice and ſoft ſmiling love embrac'd, 
Supporting in full majeſty his throne, 
Mhen ſeem'd its majeſty to need ſupport, 

Or that or man inevitably loſt, 

What but the fathomleſs of thought vine | 

Could labour ſuch expedient from deſpair, 
And reſcue both? Both reſcue? Both exalt!— 
This, only this, ſubdues the fear of death. 
Here is firm footing; here is ſolid rock; 

This can ſupport us; all is ſea beſides: 

Sinks under us; beſtorms and then devours. 
Fond then we are, and juſtly fond of faith: _ 

Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 
Death's terror is the mountain faith remgvess 
That mountain-barrier between man ah pea 


Tis faith diſarms deſtruction. 
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me, by his ſpecial favour, into a ſtate of ſafety and 


happineſs. 

With what holy joy and atk may we look 
through death's dark vale, when we fee'the crown 
in our Redeemer's hands, ready to be placed on 
our heads! When we behold the bleſſed Jeſus ready 

to put the victorious palm in our hands, and to fix 

our ſtation among the triumphant throng, who have 
come out of great tribulation, and have waſhed 
their robes. and ONE'S them White in the blood of 
the Lamb! bo 

The dying ſaint may, with holy 5 com- 
mit his ſoul to the hands of his Redeemer, and be 
perſuaded of its ſafety there. He may ſay, Lord, 
I am now taking my leave of this world, and of my 
dying body, receive my departing fpirit ; let an- 
gels be its convoy to Abraham's boſom. I leave 
my duſt allo to thy care, regardleſs of the inſigni- 
ficant ceremony of a pompous funeral. Let my 
unfettered ſoul, diſmiſſed from the burden of the 
fleſh, aſcend to thee, my portion and my happineſs; 
let it take the wings of a dove, let it fly 17 8 2 
be at reſt !” = 
Through the ions favour, the 8 ſaint che- 
riſhes the ſure and certain hope of a mag and glo- 


rious reſurrection at the laſt day. « The earthly 


; houſe,” Oe « of this cl. mult be taken 
| n ep don: 
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—— 
dn I muſt drop theſe clothes of fleſh, as Elijah 
dropped his mantle when he aſcended to the ſkies. 
This my feeble frame is diſſolving ; it will preſently 
be a lifeleſs maſs, and muſt turn to duſt and cor- 


ruption. It will be the feaſt of worms, and mingle 


with the common mould. Vet in this ſtate of diſ- 
honour, through the favour of God, my crumbling 
bones and waſting fleſh ſhall be the care of Heaven. 
My body ſhall fleep in Jeſus: it was redeemed by 
him, as well as my ſoul. And at the laſt great 


riſing day, my ſcattered duſt ſhall be gathered up 


again, and this vile body be faſhioned like Chriſt's 
glorious body, according to his working, who 1s 
able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf.” 7 

I am fully aſſured by Him that cannot he, that 
a happy re- union of body and foul ſhall take place, 
at the reſurrection of the juſt. Ihe ſoul deſcend- 
ing with its triumphant Redcemer, ſhall meet the 
olorified body, newly riſen from the tomb, and 
both be ſweetly and happily united, to jar no more, 
nor ever more to know a ſeparation. What a joy- 
ful union, what a happy marriage-day will this be, 


between the ſoul made perfett in purity, and the 


glorified body! Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the 


kingdom of God. The body will be dignified with 


ſpirituality, with immortality, and with ſuch inef- 
fable glory, * it will ſhine like the ſun in the 
H Os: | e 


— 
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kingdom of our Father. So wonderfully will this 
E- ſickly, diſeaſed, afflicted body of mine be changed, 


that it will neither need food, phyſic, nor fleep; 
but be as the angels of God, which are in heaven. 
Then ſhall I be ſeated on a throne, along with thoſe 
bleſſed ones who, as our divine Redeemer tells us, 

} hall judge the twelve tribes of Tract. 

. O happy, triumphant day! Day of ele 
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is now my Advocate with the Father, and will then 
be my Judge, to acquit me from every charge, 
| through his own all- perfect righteouſneſs. He will 
® then own and honour the meaneſt of his followers, 
and look on them with a ſmile of approbation and 


ble joy. The meaning of our text will then be per- 
tettly unfolded, and [weetly retired, In his JR 
20 Ae. 
Think, O pious 8 on that ROME 1 
when the once ſuffering, but now exalted Saviour 
will receive all his followers, with a hearty wel- 
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from the preſence of the Lord, after the labours 
and toils of this pilgrimage-ſtate!! The favour of 
the great Judge of all will then appear to be of in- 


my friends, or who my enemies in the preſent ſtate; 
if Jeſus Chriſt be my Friend, it is enough. He 


favour, which will fill their ſouls with unſpeaka- 


: come, to the promiſed kingdom, prepared: for them 
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from the foundation of the world. When he will 
fay, with his own gracious lips, in the preſence and 
hearing of aſſembled worlds, Come, ye bleſſed 


of my Father, approach to- me, come to my arms, 


come to my-boſom. Come, and receive the king- 


dom of which you have ſo often heard, and for 


which you have ſo long hoped and waited with ear- 


neſt expeſtation. Come, and enter into the full 
and everlaſting poſſeſſion of it. Come, and fit with 
me on my throne, even as J, your Leader, and the 
Captain of your ſalvation, have overcome all ene 
mies, and am ſat down with my Father on his throne. 
Welcome, my dear diſciples, to your heavenly reſt. 
Enter ye into the joy of your Lord. Ye have been 
faithful unto death, and I now give you, according 
to my promiſe, the crown of life. You have owned 
me on earth, and I now will own you in heaven. 
Ye ſhall be mine for ever. You chole and pre- 
ferred my favour before the world, and now you 
mall poſſeſs it to your full ſatisfaction. | You ſhall 
be placed on my right hand, while others, as you 
fee, ſtand on my left. I manifeſted my favour to 
you, in ſome degree, while you ſojourned in the 
wilderneſs below, but now I will do it more fully 


and completely. Come to my everlaſting embrace, 


from vchich nothing can henceforth exclude you. 
To e you to this enjoyment, I gave my life a 
. ran- 
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ranſom for you. - It was the great end for which I 
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died. This was the joy which was ſet before me, 


when 1 endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, 
that I might bring many ſons unto glory. This is 


the felicicy which I promiſed to beſtow upon you; 
and you ſee, I have not deceived you. Theſe are 
the manſions' I came before you to prepare. This 
is the kingdom which it is your Father's good plea- 
ſure to give you. It is not the reward of any me- 
ritorious actions which you have performed, but a 
fruit of that free favour of God which-is your life, 
and by which you live for ever.“ | 
What can we ſuppoſe the ranſomed of the Lotd 


to ſay, in anſwer to this gracious proclamation from 


the eternal throne > Will they not, in the deepeſt 
ſelf-abaſement, and with raptures of aſtoniſhment 
and divine delight, aſcribe all their ſalvation to 


God, and to the Lamb? Will they not cry with a 
loud voice, tuned to celeſtial harmony, © Bleſſing 


and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 


that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever!“ 


Let the reader who is born from above, and call- 


ed, by divine grace, to glory and virtue, realize 


to himſelf, by the elevations of devout contempla- 
tion, the enjoyments, the honours, and the tranſ- 


ports of that day, which will more than crown all 


his 
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his wiſhes, and far exceed his moſt enlarged ex- 
pectations. Let him bear with patience and forti- 
tude the trials and troubles of his waſting and tran- 


ſitory life, and reckon that the afflictions of the 


preſent time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. Let him 
look on death as a vanquiſhed foe, and even bid 
him welcome when he approaches; for the favour 
of God is life to the dying believer. Let him ſay, 
as fortified by a well-grounded hope of intereſt in 
this, I can now bid adieu to this vain world, and 


to all it contains; I can venture down into the peace- 


ful grave, where my body ſhall ſleep, as in a bed 
of ſpices, till the great riſing day, while my ſoul 
aſcends to Abraham's boſom. My heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth; my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
hope; for I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth: 


And though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, 


yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God: Whom I ſhall fee 


for myſelf, and mine eyes thall behold, and not 


another, though my reins be conſumed within me. 


When death appears before my fight 
In all his dire array, 
Unequal to the dreadful fight, 
My caurage ea. away. 


ö 7 7 io tow | 


— 
— 3 
— 


888 e er 
. 2 
How ſhall I meet this potent foe; 
Whoſe frown my ſoul alarms? 
Dark horror fits upon his brow, 
And vict'ry waits his arms. 


But ſee my glorious Leader nigh !. 

My Lord, my Saviour lives; 

Before him all death's terrors fly ; 
My fainting heart revives. : 
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Lord, let thy love be my defence, 
My ſhield for ever near; | 
Then faith ſhall triumph over ſenſe, 
And never yield to fear. 
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Then ſhall I meet the dreadful hour, | 82 
With fortitude divine; F® 
Suſtain'd by thy almighty pow : 
The conqueſt muſt be mine. | 


_ G TS — — 3 — — — — 2 * 
v 7 # 
% 


— — —— — 
— 9 —— — — ei non ns 9 . 


What though ſubdu'd this body "Cm ; 
. Slain in the mortal ſtrife; _ 
My ſpirit ſhall unconquer'd riſe 
To a diviner life. 


Lord, I commit my ſoul to thee ; 
Accept the ſacred truſt, 

Receive this nobler part of me, 
And watch my ſleeping duſt : 
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Till that illuſtrious morning come, 
When all thy ſaints ſhall riſe, 

And, cloth'd in full, immortal booms 
Attend thee 1 in the Kies. 
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When thy cede armies ling 
The honours of thy name, 
And heav'n's eternal arches ring 


With © Glory to the Lamb!“ 
Then may I join the raptur'd lays, 702 20:36 1109 
And, with the bliſsful throng,” # } 47 


0 Salvation, pow'r, and praiſe,” 7 0 
In an eternal ſong.” 
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What that Li if ws which proceeds "fron the kao, 12 7 


of God. e 


EFORE ve diſmiſs the dofrinal part of dur ſub- 

ject, we ſhall briefly conſider, What that life 
is, which the favour of God confers. In the ex- 
plication of the terms of our text, we hinted, that | 
natural life, ſpiritual life, and the life of comfort 
and happineſs are all dependent on the divine fa- 
vour. To amplify the ſubje& a little more, we 
would proceed to ſay, That a life of juſtification 
originates in the ſame glorious cauſe. A ſtate of 


| juſtification may be emphatically called a ſtate of 


life. A man actually condemned, is legally dead. 
A full pardon gives. him, in a law ſenſe, a new 


uf f. life. 
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is the reward not reckoned: of grace, but of debt. 
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life; So in a ſpiritual reſpect, a juſt, or juſtified 
perſon is ſaid to live, and to live by faith. 
The juſtification of a ſinner before God is not by 


any works of his own ; but only through the right- 


eouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed to him, and re- 


ceived by faith. It is one of the moſt glorious truths 
revealed in the ſcriptures, and that which diſtin- 
guiſhes the goſpel ſyſtem from every other ſyſtem 


of religion, that our divine Redeemer ſhould be- 


come the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that believeth ; that he who knew no ſin, ſhould 


be made fin for us, ſhould bear our fins in his own 


body on the tree, put them away by the ſacrifice 


of himſelf, to the end that we, by his obedience 


unto death, might be made righteous. 


On this divine plan, the merit of human Works 


dike off, and all boaſting in ourſelves entirely and 


for ever excluded. The juſtification of a ſinner in 
the ſight of his Maker and his Judge, is not of debt 


but of grace, or free favour. © We are juſtified 
treely by his grace, through the redempti ion that is 


in Jeſus Chriſt.“ The God of all grace, according 
to his abundant mercy, provided, appointed, and 


accepted the wonderful expedient, ſo needful for 


poor, ruined, helpleſs ſinners, and fo honourable 
to all his own attributes. To him that worketh 


But 
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But to him that . not, but . on: him 


that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 


righteouſneſs,” | | 

The whole is the contrivance of 9 e 
and unbounded love. The poor ſinnen, Who can, 
not pay one mite, in order to ſatisfy divine juſtice 
for his multiplied offences, is ſet clear of every 
charge, and of all condemnation, upon his accept- 
ing of Chriſt by faith, as the Lord our righteouſneſs. 
The faith itſelf, by which he receives him, is the 
free gift of God. Here is grace upon grace, or 
favour upon favour, all entirely and abſolutely; free: 


A poor arreſted debtor accounts it a great favour; 


if a friend will become furety for him, and ſtill 
greater, if he will diſcharge all his debts, and ſet him 


perfectly free. Jeſus Chriſt, our great Surety, has 
done this for us, miſerable offenders; ſo that who. 
ſoever believeth in him is juſtified from all things, 
and everlaſtingly accepted in the ſight of God. 


«VV; ho ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
eleft? It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that con- 


demneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather, that is 


riſen again. For as he died for our fins, he roſe 
again for our juſtification. There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, 


and, as a proof of their being ſo, walk not after the 


Jeſh, but after che Nite What t aforaſhing fa. 
x vou 
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vour is this! Favour, in which is our life! What an 


admirable contrivance of rich and free grace! * A 1 
contrivance by which at once ſin is expoſed in all 1 
its hatefulneſs, condemned and puniſhed, the juſtice 14 
of God is fully ſatisfied, the violations of his law 
more than repaired, its precepts infinitely honoured, 
: e 1 Pa; 61 5 3 and Mi 
"+ ol - art s LON : ſnare: 


® 5 : There ; is Se An inthe Jake s ſacred injunctions ſolate 
which Chriſt, as our Surety, did not perform, no- noxic 
thing i in its awful threatenings which he did not ſul- WM ...n, 
tain, He fulblled all its precepts, by an unſpotted , im} 
purity; of heart, and the molt perfect integrity of life. impol 
He exhauſted its whole curſe When he hung upon the WW domit 
eroſs, abandoned by the Father, and a bleeding vic- they 
tim for, the ſins. of men. This obedience brings of 


higher honour to the divine law, than it could have rech 
received from the uninterrupted duty of Adam, and Bui 
all his poſterity, in all their generations. | oi 


May the bleſſed Spirit enable you to believe; that gone 
your ſins are expiated through the death of Jeſus expiat 
Chriſt, that a righteguineſs is given. you, by which event 
you may have free and welcome acceſs to God, the Nor gr 
merit of which you may Fe, for obtaining all the hibite 
bleſſings of time and eternity! Will this alienate of the 
your affections from your almighty Benefactor ? Will Nwith 
this irritate evil concupiſcence, or ſend you to car- if wouls 
nal gratifications in queſt of happineſs? Quite the I truths 
reverſe, When this faith is wrought in your heart, ¶ conſid 
nothing will be ſo powerful to produce holy love, The g 
and willing obedience; to exalt your deſires, and I e tri 
enable you to overcome the world. Mul- WW Thero 
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— 
and the poor e condemned, and utterly. - 
helpleſs in himſelf, accepted as righteous before 
the divine throne, and as completely juſtified as if 
he had never tranſgreſſed. This is that wonderful 
| - wo 


1 


Multitudes of poor ſinners are held faſt in the fatal 
| ſnares of vice, by their ignorance of this ſweet, cons 
ons ſolatory truth. They find themſelves deeply ob- 
no- noxious to divine juſtice, and feel themſelves ſtrongly 
ul- bound by the chains of ſenſuality, They think it 
ted Wi; impoſſible to clear the enormous ſcore of their guilt, 
ite. impoſſible to deliver themſelves from the confirmed 
the dominion of ſin. Therefore, like deſperate debtors, 
e they ſtifle every ſerious thought, leſt a conſciouſneſs 
88 WM of their long arrears, and a profpe& of the dreadful 
ve cckoning, ſhould torment them before the time, 
nd But if they were informed, that the infinitely mer- 

ciful Son of God has undertaken to redeem ſuch un- 
nat WF done and helpleſs ſinners; that he Ras thoroughly 
[us expiated the mo horrid tranfgreſſions, and procured, 
ch cven for ungodly wretches, all the needful ſupplies 
the Hor ſtrengthening grace; that, inſtead of being pro- 
he WE hibited, they are invited to partake, freely to partake 
ate of theſe unſpeakable bleſſings ;—were they acquainted 
ll WW with theſe glad tidings of the goſpel, Tarely* they 
ar- would burſt their chains, and ſpring te liberty. Theſe 
he WW truths, if once revealed in their: hearts, would, of allt 
rt, I conſiderations, be moſt effectual to make them free. 
e, f [be gracious Redeemer himſelf has ſaid Ye hall know 
nd WF e truth, and the truth ſhall make you 185 cede 5 
ul- Theran and e Dial. xiv. 
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88 1 
expedient which excites the attention and admiration 
ot angelic minds. They ſtoop down to contemplate 
the myſtery divine, and defire to look into it. This 


is that expedient in which grace reigns, in which 


it triumphs in all its ſovereignty, and in all its glory, 
through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, unto eter- 


nal life. 


The ſanRification of our natures, cloſely con- 
nected with what we have juſt mentioned, by which 


we are enabled to live to God, is alſo the effect of 


divine favour. «IT live, yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me.“ He lives in me by his Holy Spirit, 


forming me after his image, and producing in me 
thoſe gracious habits, ſpiritual diſpoſitions, and 


holy acts, which are pleaſing in his ſight. The iſſue 
of theſe is newand evangelical obedience to his will. 
Sanctification is the production of grace. Every 


chriſtian, as ſuch, is the workmanſhip of God, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works; he may 


therefore ſay, in his meaſure, with the apoſtle 


PAUL, "+ 23 the grace of God I am what I am.” 
And as it is God's grace which produces in us every 


holy diſpoſition, ſo it is the ſame grace which 
quickens and excites theſe diſpoſitions from time 


to time, into ſpiritual action. It is in this light that 


we are to underſtand the words of our divine Sa- 
viour, when he fays, „Without me ye can do no- 
a5 thing.” 
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tuning.“ Perfectly conformable to this, his inſpired 
apoſtle has told us, that it is God which worketh 
in us, both to will and to do of his good pleaſure. 
The holy principle in the heart, which is as a well 
of water ſpringing up to everlaſting life, 1s given by 
him, in whom it hath pleaſed the F ather that all ful- 
neſs ſhould dwell, 


It is the very God of peace who lanctißes his 


children wholly, and who fills them with the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, to his 
own glory and praiſe. Progreſs in ſanttification, 


power to-perform religious duties aright, and freſh 


aſſiſtances for new encounters and undertakings, . 


are from him. Let none ſay that our ſy ſtem 1s uns 


friendly to holineſs, becauſe it excludes. human 


works from having any place in a ſinner's juſtifica- 


tion; for holineſs of heart and life is inſeparable 


from the bleſſing of free juſtification by the right- 755 


couſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. We allow holineſs to 


have the place which God has aſſigned it in his 


word, though we dare not ſubſtitute it in the room 
of the Redeemer” 8 obedience unto death. 
It is a certain truth, that where Chriſt i is a ON 


viour he will be a Sovereign. He is the Author 


of eternal ſalvation to them that obey him. His be. 


nefits and his perſon cannot be divided; the virtue 
of his death is connected with its *  Newnes 
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of heart and of life is as neceſſary 1 in its place as | 
freedom from wrath and condemnation. Chriſt is 
made of God unto us ſand ification as well as right. f 
eouſneſs, and every ſincere believer is created in 4 
Chriſt eſus unto good works, which God hath be- Fo 
fore offlained that we ſhould walk in them. The t 
liberated ſoul, whom the Captain of ſalvation hath 
made free from the power of ſin, is thankful for 
deliverance from his former letters, as well as for 
the diſcharge of his enormous debts. An acquittal 
in open court would not render a priſoner happy, 
unleſs he were alſo releaſed from bondage. In like 
manner, our ſal vation by Jeſus would not be com- 
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plete, unleſs we were delivered from the power, as cic 
| well as from the guilt of fin. Strength to ſerve fee 
# God, and to do his will from the heart, is a de- : 
. dirable favour, as well as deliverance from condem- this 
il nation and wrath. The believer enjoys both. him 
„ Surely ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have 1 W hea 
. neſs and ſtrength. | wit! 
i The neceſſary comforts and 8 of 15 al- firſt 
if - forded to us in a new-covenant way, are bleſſing: theſ 
| flowing from God's favour. Man lives not by Tas c. 
i | bread alone, but by every word which proceedeth pron 
nm out of the mouth of the Lord. He bleſſetli our the 
i i bread and our water, and makes our external en- the x 
'| joyments conducive to the ſupport and the comfort to do 
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of our lives. It is the chriſtian's happineſs to re- | 


ceive all the bleſſings of providence as —" = s en- 


fured to him by that everlaſting covenant, which is 


ordered in all things and ſure. As ſuch they are 
_ expreſſions of God's favour. This ſeems to be 
the meaning of the apoſtle's words, when he 
ſays concerning the temporal neceſſities of the ſaints, 
„My God ſhall ſupply all your need, according 
to his riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus.” There are 


riches in glory, or glorious riches in Chrift Jeſus, 


according to which every bleſſing, is beſtowed. 


All your wants of ſoul and body are hence ſupplied. 
Let the believer dwell, in his thoughts, on this pre- 

cious portion of ſcripture, and by an active faith 
feed on the marrow and fatneſs of it. 


Ihe word of God abounds with expreſſions to | 
this purpoſe, that there is no want to them that fear 


him; that he ſhall give them the deſire of their 
heart; that they ſhall inherit the earth; that he will 
with-hold no good thing from them; has ſeeking 
firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, all 
theſe things ſhall be added unto them; that 1s, not 


as common mercies, but as bleſſings enſured by | 


promiſe, and as tokens of ſpecial favour. Thus 
the Lord ſpake concerning his ancient people, by 
the prophet Jeremiah, I will rejoice over them 
to do chem good, and Iwill plant them in this land 
12 afſuredly, | 
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aſſuredly, with my whole heart, and with my whole 
ſoul.“ Here are temporal bleſlings eee 
with ſpecial favour. 

Sometimes tlie Lord beſtows gifts in diſpleaſure; j 
as when he fed the Ir achtes with quails in the wil- 
derneſs. Awhul is that divine declaration to a diſo- 
bedient and gain-ſaying people, Thus faith the 
Lord, I will curſe your bleſſings, yea, I have curſed 
But a child of God partakes of 


them already.“ 


the bounties of his hand in mercy, and as tokens 


and teſtimonies of ſpecial favour. This makes them 
doubly precious and valuable. 


How ſweet our daily comforts prove, 
When they are ſeaſon'd with his love! 


Xenophon, ſpeaking of the kindneſs of Cyrus to 


his friends, relates, that he gave a cup of gold to 
Artabazus, and a ſalute to Chry/antas ; the former 
complained that he had been treated with leſs kind- 


neſs than his friend, becauſe the ſalute of Cyrus was 
a token of greater favour to Chry/antas, than the 
golden cup was to him. It 1s certain, that there is 
more value in the tokens of favour which the Al- 


mighty grants to his poor, deſpiſed, and afflited 
people, than there is in all the treaſures of the rich 
and the great. Whatever the portion of his chil- 
dren be here as to quantity, it is, in quality, like 


Ben- 
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| : 
Benjamin's meſs, five times larger than that of 
others; becauſe it is accompanied with the favour, 
and full of the bleſſing of the Lord, | 
But if the gifts of providence are tokens of the 
divine favour, then what may be ſaid of the life of 
felicity and glory in heaven? Eternal life is the 
gift of God, and a gift of ſpecial favour and love. 


* I give unto them,” ſaith the Lord of glory, eter- 


nal life, and they ſhall never periſh.” The Father 
freely gave his beloved Son ; the Son as freely gave 
himſelf for us. This is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.“ 
The divine gift is free to us, though it was not ſo 
to our Redeemer. The manner in which it is 
conferred on us, and conveyed to us, is wonder. 
tul; but, ſo far from leſſening, it greatly. enhances 
the favour, that ſo-much muſt be done, and ſo-much- 
endured by the Son of God, in order to bring our 


ſouls to heaven. Well may we write the word 


FAVOUR in capital letters on all the ſteps whereby 
weare advanced to glory, and upon every link of 
that- golden chain which raiſes us from earth to 
heaven, from the miſerable abyſs of our natural 
ſtate, to the paradiſe of God's immediate preſence. 
The Pſalmiſt ſaith, in the language of lively 
hope © Thou wilt guide me with thy counſel, and 
afterwards receive me to glory.” And Jeſus aſſures 
I 3 ye his 
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his followers, that they ſhall poſleſs the promiſed 


inheritance as the fruit of God's good pleaſure, not- 
withſtanding the diſcouragements under which they 
often labour. Fear not, little flock, it is your 
Father's good pleaſure to give you the kingdom.” 
Reader, if ever you come to the poſſeſſion of that 
kingdom, you muſt be carried thither in the boſom 
of God's favour. No man that enters the pearly 
gates of the celeſtial city, can ſay, I have ob- 
tained this felicity by my own deſervings.“ The 
heavenly inheritance is bequeathed by favour, not 
obtained by merit. A boaſting, ſelf-ſufficient 
Romiſh prieſt once ſaid, * I will not accept of 
heaven gratis.“ The glorified inhabitants of that 
celeſtial place ſpeak another language; they al! 
unitein caſting down their crowns before the throne, 
debaſing themſelves to the loweſt degree, and cry- 
ing, Salvation to him that ſitteth wow the throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever.” | 

We ſhall cloſe this chapter by conſidering, in a 
few words, Why chriſtians eſteem God's favour to 
be their life. 5 | 
They are induced to do this, becauſe they have 
that illumination of mind which leads them to ſee 
the difference between the enjoyment of God, and 


all other enjoyments whatever. There is ſuch in- 


finite excellency in the Fountain of all felicity, and 
0 1 5 915 
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ſuch vanity and emptineſs in the creature, that they, 
whoſe minds are in any degree enlightened, muſt 


know what choice to make. God is the chief 


good; other objects, in compariſon with him, are 
empty, deceitful and vain. Or, to ſpeak more 


properly, vanity of vanities, and vexation of ſpirit. 


A child of God is, through grace, enabled to judge 
of things aright, and as they are in their own nature, 

The apoſtle Paul prayed for the Philippians, that 
their love might abound more and more in all know: 
edge, and in all judgment, that they might diſcern 
he things which differ, ſo as to approve thoſe which 
are excellent. Enlightened ſouls turn away with 


_ diſguſt from a deluding world, and look for all their 


felicity in that all-gracious Being whoſe favour they 
eſteem as life; ſaying with the Pſalmiſt, Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
earth I deſire beſide thee.“ There is an energy 
in theſe words, which though the good man feels, 
the commentator cannot expreſs. The gracious 
ſoul ſeems to ſpeak iir the perſon, and with the af- 
ſection of a ſpouſe, declaring, that not only earth, 
but heaven itſelf would be comfortleſs and unſatis- 
tactory, without the preſence of her beloved Re- 


deemer, the God of her ſalvation, 


A true chriſtian has not only his underſtanding 
enlightened, but his will and affections ſanctified. 
| A 


n 
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A man in a ſtate of nature ſavoureth not the things 


which are above; but he that in ſcripture is deno- 


minated a new creature, is poſſeſſed of a new heart. 
He is born of God, and actuated by a noble and 


evangelical principle, by which he is diſpoſed to 
make a wiſe and happy choice. The holy angels 


in heaven, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 


look with indifference on all that which is moſt co- 
veted and deſired by the men of this world. They 


take little notice of earthly treaſures, mitres, ſcep- 


tres, crowns or kingdoms. One ſmile of God's 
face is of more value, in their eſtimation, than all 


the poſſeſſions and honours which the world can 
afford. The diſpoſition of a true ſaint bears ſome 
faint reſemblance to the elevation of celeſtial beings, 


ſo far as to enable him to eſteem the divine favour 


his life, and to look for all his felicity from it. 


They who are after the fleſh do mind the things 
of the fleſh, but they that are after the Spirit, the 


things of the Spirit.” That is to ſay, thoſe who 
are under the guidance, influence, and dominion 


of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the gracious principles 


which he produced in them, in their regeneration, 


mind ſpiritual things; they chuſe, they purſue, 
and they delight in thoſe objects which are of a di- 
vine and heavenly nature, as being agreeable to 


their renewed and ſanctified inclinations, and ac- 
cording 
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cording to the dictates of the Spirit of God. Rea- 
der, you are happy if you are conſcious that this 
is your caſe, and your daily experience. 

The true chriſtian hath known ſomething of the 
bitterneſs of fin, and of God's diſpleaſure againſt 
it, and hath found the impoſſibility of obtaining 
reſt to his ſoul any where but in a reconciled God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. * A malefactor at the bar 
may make many efforts to put off his grief; but no- 
ming will give full relief to his mind but his prince's 
tavour, manifeſted in a ſealed pardon. Thus it is 


with a converted ſinner, Who has felt the terrors of 
a broken law, and been alarmed with: apprehenſions 


of the divine diſpleaſure. Nothing can compoſe 
his mind, and quiet his anxious boſom, but the fa- 
vour and friendſhip of that almighty Being whom 
he has grievouſly offended. To talk to him of the 
honours, riches and pleaſures of this world, 1s like 
ſinging ſongs to one who is of a heavy heart. They 
relieve him not, but rather add weight to his bur- 
den, and increaſe his ſadneſs. The language of 
che gracious man is, My ſoul thirſteth for God, the 
live 
In vain the trembling conſcience ſeeks 
Some ſolid ground to reſt upon; | 
With long deſpair the ſpirit breaks, 
Till we apply to Chriſt alone, 
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living God. As the hart 1 for the water: be 

. brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God.” “ of 

Finally, the true chriſtian is enabled to view things CO! 

by an eye of faith, and as ſuch, is directed and de- the 
4 termined what to chuſe, and to purſue. © We the 
F look not at the things which are ſeen, but at the bot 
| things which are not ſeen: for the things which anc 
| are ſeen are temporal; but the things which are not on 

; ſeen are eternal.” Thus, by faith, Moſes, when fait 
| he was come to years, refuſed to be called the ſon ſen 
| | of Pharaoh's daughter; chooſing rather to fuffer of 
| alfliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the dhe 
1 pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproach ny 


of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt: 
for he had reſpe& tothe recompence of the reward.” 
The eye of faith overlooks all the glory of this 
world, and lays its honour in the duſt, It draws 
a veil over the world's deceitful charms, and con- 
ak a heavenly objects in their native luſtre and 

| | + beauty. 
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Other refuge have I none; 
Zangs my helpleſs ſoul on thee ; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
Lord, ſupport and comfort me! 


All my truſt on thee is ſtay'd, 
All my help from thee I bring; 
Cover my defenceleſs head 


With the ſhadow of thy wing. 
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beauty. Faith realizes the things of the kingdom 


of God, and as ſuch, is the victory which over. 


cometh the world. It looks within the veil, takes 
the dimenſions of the heavenly inheritance, ſurveys 
the celeſtial country, and forms a proper eſtimate 


both of things below, and things above, and engages 


and direts the ſoul to make a proper valuation of the 


one and of the other. A chriſtian's life is a life of 


faith. He walks by faith, and not by fight and 
ſenſe. Faith quickly diſcerns how little the objects 


of ſenſe can contribute to ſolid happineſs, and that 


the favour of God alone is the life of the ſoul. In 
is favour is life. 


Vain earthly delights 

No more I deſire, 

To infinite heights 

| My withes aſpire ; 

Lord, thou art my treaſure, 
My portion and choice; 

And in thy good pleaſure 
My ſoul ſhall rejoice. 


The world I reſign, 
And all it can give; 
Lord, if I am thine, 
Securely I live. | 


It 
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If thou art my Saviour, 


In thee I have all ; | 2 
I'm bleſt in thy favour, | 
Whate'er me befal. 


In all my diſtreſs 


Thy mercy is near, 


My griefs to redreſs, 


And vanquiſh my fear; 
For thou art omniſcient 
Each danger to ſpy ; 


And God all- ſufficient, 


My needs to ſupply. 


When earth can afford 


No comfort or caſe, 


I find in thy word 


Celeſtial peace: 


If all the creation 


Upon me ſhould frown, 


Thy glorious ſalvation 


My wiſhes will crown. 


Having gone through the doftrinal part of our 
ſubject, we ſhall next endeavour to apply what has 


been advanced. 
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Ie Subject applied by Way of Information, | . 


F the reader is pleaſed to review the foregoing 
pages, he will find, that by the favour of God 


we underſtand, his kindneſs in a way of common 
providence, the peculiar inſtances of his goodneſs, 


the diſtinguiſhing acts of his grace, and the com- 


fortable enjoyment of his ſpecial love. This is de- 
nominated life, as it is the cauſe, the object, the 
regulation, and the end of a pious man's life. We 
have conſidered the ſubje& with reſpect to a ſin- 
ner's firſt converſion, his being led into the way of 
peace, and brought into a ſtate of acceptance with 
God through Jeſus . Chriſt, We have obſerved, 


that divine favour reſtores us from a backſliding 


ſtate, ſupports us under every kind of affliction, 
and fortifies our minds in the near approach of 
death. We have conſidered, that from the favour 


of God proceeds a life of juſtification, of ſanctifica- 


tion, of perſeverance in grace and holineſs, and of 


glorification after death. We have finally remarked 
the reaſons why God's children put ſuch a value 
upon his favour as to account it /fe, Their minds , 
are divinely illuminated, their wills and affections * . 
are ſanctified, they have taſted that the Lord 1 is gra 
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cious, and weit eſtimation of things is not after the 
fleſh, but by faith. If the reader will favour us 
with his ſerious attention, we ſhall now endeayour 
to apply what has been advanced. And that, firſt, 
| by way of information. | 

It appears from what has been ſaid on this im- 
portant ſubject, that fe is a rich mercy. Tt muſt 


be ſo, ſince it is the production of God's favour. 


In his favour 1s life. It is that good thing by which 


the Pſalmiſt illuſtrates and exemplifies the favour of 


God. He does not ſay, In his favour are to be 
enjoyed wiſdom, riches, health and kind relations; 
but, In his favour is life. Though thoſe are great 
mercies, yet life is greater. Natural life is a fun- 
damental bleſſing. 
away, all the comforts of life ceaſe. Nature de- 
fires a perpetuation of its being, and ſhudders at 
the thought of its diſſolution. Satan, the father of 
hes, can ſometimes ſpeak truth, as he did when he 


faid, © Skin for ſkin, and all that a man hath will 


he give for his life.“ It is owing to the favour of 
God that we have any being, though we are at- 
tended with many afflictions, and rank with the 
loweſt of his reaſonable creatures. Exiſtence is 
what the Sovereign of the univerſe did not owe us. 
* I will ſing unto God,” ſaid David, as long as I 
m—_—_ I will ſing praiſe unto my God, while I have 
my 


If that is ſuſpended, or taken 


at 
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my being.“ 
him, and are dependent on him for the r and 
continuance of it. 7255 
The outward comforts of life are alſo the bu 
of God's favour. As it is of his mercy that we are 
not conſumed fox our unnumbered offences againſt 
him, it is owing to che ſame benignity that his mer - 
cies are renewed to us every morning, yea, every 
moment. His favour is the life of our enjoyments, 
the mercy of our lives. On his goodneſs our daily 
comforts depend. He not only redeemeth our life 
from deſtruction, but he crowneth us with loving- 
kindneſs and tender mercies. When we receive a 
benefit from a fellow. creature, we do not fix our at- 


tention on the hand that beſtows it, and'own our ob- 


ligation to that; it is the kind diſpoſition of our. 
bene factor which affects us, and excites our grati- 


tude. In like manner, the bleſſings of providence 


are to be received with thankſgiving, becauſe they 
are the fruits of divine favour, That is the ſource. 
of all our ſupplies, ſince by our offences againſt 


| God we have forfeited every enjoyment, Let us 
then pay our conſtant acknowledgments to him for 
them, and ſay with the grateful patriarch, * I am 


not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which thou haſt ewe unto thy all | 


vant,” 
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We muſt ſtill recollect the diſtinction already ob. 


| ſerved, between God's ſpecial favour to his own- 


children, and that which is common to all men. 
As to the latter, it is extended to the good and the 
bad, the juſt and the unjuſt. © No man knoweth 
either love or hatred, by all that is before him. 
All things come alike to all, there is one event to 
the righteous and to the wicked; to the good and 
to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that ſacri- 
ficeth, and to him that ſacrificeth not: As is the 
good, ſo is the ſinner; and he that ſweareth, as he 
that feareth an oath.” God is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. Even his 
avowed enemies often partake largely of his bounty. 
But let it be obſerved, that God's peculiar fa. 
vour is infinitely better than all outward and worldly 
enjoyments. There is ſo great a difference be- 
tween theſe, that they will not bear a compariſon, 
Among the ancient heathen philoſophers there 


' were long diſputations about the chief good of man, 
They bewildered themſelves in endleſs inquiries, 


and were unable, after all their reſearches, to bring 
the matter to any ſatisfaftory concluſion. But di- 


vine revelation determines the point at once. The 
chief good of man conſiſts in the enjoyment of the 
divine favour. That alone conſtitutes his complete 
There be many,“ 8 8 the Pſalmiſt, 
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: * that ſay, Who will ſhew us any good? But, = 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance ö 4 

upon us.“ Let us be aſſured of thy favour, and | 7 

we aſk no more. Let others make the beſt of what 1 
this world can afford; | 1 | 

Yea, let them ſtretch their arms like ſeas, 4 


And graſp in all the ſhore; 
Grant us the viſits of thy Po | 
And we deſire no more. 


The favour of God is the ſpring and fountain 
of all favours; and without diſpute, the original 
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_ cauſe hath more in it than the effects. His favour BM 

is a full and plentiful inheritance, for he is the foun- | 

tain of living waters, while created comforts are j 

but broken ciſterns, which can hold no water. | 3 

His favour alone can ſatisfy the boundleſs cray- | . 

ings of a rational and immortal ſoul. Created com- 4 A 

Te torts cannot do it. This only gives ſolid peace and | : 
oy quietneſs to the otherwiſe reſtleſs mind, and af- L N 
es, tords full contentment to all its enlarged wiſhes. : 
ng The Author of our being formed our ſouls for him- . 
li- ſelf, and they will never be at reſt till they centre = 
he in him. * Hearken diligently unto me, and eat = 
he ye that which is good, and let your foul delight 4 
ote itlelf in fatneſs; I will make an everlaſting cove- f 
ſt, nant with you, even the {ure mercies of David.” N 
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The ſoul of man is s ſpiritual in its nature, and 


therefore carnal and corporeal objects cannot be a 


ſuitable good for it. He is denominated a fooliſh - 


man, who would ſay to his foul, “ Soul take thine 
eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for many years.“ 


1 What were theſe goods to his ſoul? There is no 


proportion between earthly goods and the cravings 


of the ſoul. But the favour of God, the enjoy- 


ment of infinite excellence, is a ſuitable good for 
it. The ſprinkling of the dew moiſtens the ſurface 
only of the graſs and herbs of the field, but when 
God ſends a plentiful rain to water his inheritance, 
the ſoil itſelf is ſatarized, and the parched ground 
drinks its fill, and is ſatisfied. It is thus with the 


| foul when it is filled, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, with all 


the fulneſs of God. A fpiritual good alone ſuits 
the nature of ſpiritual faculties and capacities. 
The favour of God is to be defired for itſelf, as 


me ultimate object of our wiſhes. Created enjoy- 


ments are only deſirable for inferior ends. Bread 
is deſirable to ſatisfy hunger, and phyſic for the re- 
covery of health; but God is to be deſired for 
what he is in himſelf, and the productions of his 
hand only in ſubordination to him. All created 
things muſt be referred to their great Original, as 
the efficient cauſe and end of them. They may be 


conſidered as helps to a man in his journey, but 
they 


bet 
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they are not che end to which his views N be 
directed. 


The favgur at God is an independent good. : 


The ſoul that enjoys it has enough to conſtitute its 


happineſs in the abſence of created objefts. The 


felicity of the ſaints in heaven is not dependent on 


any thing external. The viſion and enjoyment of 


God conſtitute all their bliſs. Bleſſed are the pure 
in heart, for they ſhall ſee God. He himſelf ſhalt 
be with them, and be their God. This is the ſum: 
of their happineſs. And thus it is, in an inferior 
degree, with holy ſouls on earth. | 

The favour of God is an infinite mock; It can 
at once fill and ſatisfy millions and millions of the 


| ſpirits of good men made perfect in heaven, as well 


as ſaints on earth. The natural ſun gives light only 
to one hemiſphere at a time, but the light of God's 
countenance, in a glorious manner, diffuſes celeſ- 
tial felicity through all the regions of paradiſe at 


the ſame period. All the bleſſed angels and ſaints 
above enjoy the full beams of God's favour, and 
the more diſtant rays of it gladden many hearts upon 


earth. That which fills and ſatisfies both heaven 
and earth at once, though in different e 
muſt needs be infinite. 


The favour of God is unmixed, pure, 225 per- 


lect, like the pure river of the water of life, clear 
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as cryſtal. The full enjoyment of it gives light 
and no darkneſs, health and no ſickneſs, life and 
no death, bleſſing and no curſe, fulneſs of joy, and 
no ſorrow. Even in this lower world, ſo far as 
the light of God's countenance ſhines upon the 
ſouls of his children, and is not intercepted with 
'the fogs and miſts of i Ignorance, fears and guilt, 
there is no defect in it. In worldly enjoyments 
there are mixtures of vexation of ſpirit, and there- 
fore they are but vanity. But the favour of God 
is, as conſidered. in weed an. unmixed and perfect 
good. 

The favour of God is likewiſe very powerful. | 
It can at once cure the ſoul of all its complaints. 
It can ſcatter the clouds of darkneſs, remove all 
_ doubts and fears, and drive away ſad. and melan- 
choly thoughts in a moment. In the multitude of 
my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my 
ſoul.” No comforts have ſuch efficacy as God's 
comforts. Carnal mirth is like the crackling of 
thorns under a pot. -In the midſt of laughter the 
heart is ſorrowful, and the end of that mirth is hea- 
vineſs. But the beamings of God's favour can 
raiſe the ſoul from the loweſt ſtate of dejection and 
diſconſolation. His favour can turn our darkneſs 
into day, our diſtraction into perlett peace, our 
ſtorm into a calm, our ee into joy, and our 


» very 
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very hell into "ROE, _« Behold, for peace I had 
oreat bitterneſs; - but thou haſt, in love to my ſoul, 
delivered it from the pit of corruption; for thou haſk 
caſt all my ſins behind thy back, Thou haſt-turned 
for me my mourning into joy, thou haſt put off my 
ſackcloth, and girded me with gladneſs.“ Þ 4 


The favour of God is a ſure and certain good. 


This cannot be ſaid of any earthly enjoyment.. 


They are all uncertain to the poſſeſſor. A proud 
ſelf-ſufficient man once made his boaſt, that there- 


were three things which he could not loſe, his learn. 
ing, his riches, and the king's favour. But he 


proved to be deceived in this his vain confidence. 


He loſt all the three idols of his heart. His prince's 


favour was capriciouſly withdrawn, his wealth was. 


taken from him, and to complete the meaſure of his 
calamity; he loſt his reaſon, and conſequently his 
learning. But the favour of God is conſtant, per- 
manent, and everlaſting. The grace it beſtows is, 
at length, perfected in glory. The path of the juſt 
is like a ſhining light, which ſhines more and n more 
unto the perfect day. Es 


Reader, the hints which 1 have here given . 


are but ſhort, but I hope you will think them wor- 


thy of your ſerious attention. Review them, weigh 
them well, and may almighty grace determine your ++ 


heart to look for all your felicity from that merci- 
tul and gracious Being whole favour is life!. 
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When fancy ſpreads her boldeſt wings, 
And wanders unconfin d. ä | 
Amid th' unbounded ſcene of things BB 7 
Which entertain the WES 


In v. vain J trace creation o'er, 
In ſearch of ſacred reſt; | 

The whole creation is too poor. 
Too mean, to make me bleſt. 


In vain would this low world employ 
Each flattering ſpecious wile; 

There's nought can yield ſubſtantial j Joy”. 
But ny Creator's ſmite. 


Let earth and all ha charms depart,, 
+  Unworthy of the mind; 

In God alone this reſtleſs heart. 
An equal good can find. 


is Great Spring of all felicity, 3 "Mp 1 


> To whom my wiſhes tend, a1 
Do not theſe wiſhes riſe from thee, = 
And in thy favour end? 10 den 
Thy favour, Lord, is all I want, | cx 
Here would my ſpirit reſt ; | | 1N 

O ſeal the rich, the boundleſs grant, ma 
And make me fully bleſt !! 10 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The e farther improved, on Way of Conviction. 


F the favour of God by the life of Kis children, 


they muſt be in an unhappy condition who have 
no reaſon to believe themſelves in a ſtate of accept 


ance with him. To live and die under the diſ- 
pleaſure of the Moſt High, is miſerable indeed, 


It had been better for ſuch, as our Lord ſaid con- 


cerning Judas, if they had never been born. O 
ſinners, how can you live, how dare you die in 


ſuch a ſtate? If the great Judge of the world diſ- 
| own you at laſt, who do you think will take pity 
on you? By what ſtrange expedient do you fortify 
your minds againſt the terrors of that awful day? 


Can you eat, drink, ſleep, and purſue your diver- 
ſions, while you are yet in a Hate of enmity ) with 
God? 


Perhaps you mind not theſe things, but put off 5] 


all thought of the affairs of your ſouls, and of what 
will become of youhereafter. This is aſtoniſhing in- 


deed, ſince you are not aſſured,of one hour's longer | 
continuance in this world. But what will you do 
in the day of viſitation, when the king of terrors. 


makes his approach? Can you hope for an exemp- 
tion from the awful ſtroke of his killing hand? Or 
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can you expect a reprieve when he is commiſſioned 
to make you his prey? You ſurely cannot ſuppoſe 
that you ſhall die like a brute, and know neither 
happineſs nor miſery when life is gone. You can- 
not be ſo fooliſh as to imagine, that if there be a 
tate of future happineſs, you can enter into it with- 
' out, reconciliation with God. You cannot think 
of poſſeſſing it in a way direttly contrary to his 
word and will. Life is in God's favour. I may 
ſay to him who is the enemy of the Almighty, as 
it was ſaid to Abimelech, Thou art but a dead 
man.” Mo | 5 
If you are in this ſtate you have no ſpiritual life, 
but are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. Though you 
have a name to live, you are ſtill dead. A dead 
cai zaſe may be dreſſed and adorned in a ſplendid 
manner, but its ornaments will not give it life. He 
who is not in a ſtate of friendſhip with God, what- 
ever gifts or talents he may poſſeſs, or whatever 
duties he may perform, is ſtill in a ſtate of death. 
He is likewiſe under the ſentence of condemna- 
tion. The law paſſes this ſentence upon him; the 
word of God declares him to be condemned al- 
ready. By ſin he Has forfeited all right even to 
the comforts of this life, though it pleaſes the Fa- 
ther of mercies to beſtow them upon him, yet he 
is but in the ſtate of the condemned. There is no 
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moment of his life in which he is not liable to the 
execution of that awful ſentence which the law 
paſſes upon him. His life hangs in doubt, and 
depends on the mercy of his offended Judge. The 
almighty Sovereign has declared, that the workers 


of iniquity ſhall be cut off, that he is angry with the 


wicked every day; if they turn not he will whet 
his ſword, he hath bent his bow and made it ready; 


he hath prepared for them the inſtruments of death. 


How then, O ſinner, can you be thoughtleſs and 


ſecure, how can you reſt quietly under the weight 
of all your crimes, and in fo much danger? You 


know not that you {ſhall live another day, another 
hour. Death may meet you at your board, in your 
bed, in the field, or on the high way, and at once 
remove-you from this world to another. You may 
be of the number of thoſe who periſh at the rebuke 


of his countenance. When he ſends the ghaſtly 


meſſenger to ſummon you away, you cannot evade 
the call, 

But what is ſtill more awful, if you 64 in a ſlate 
of impenitence, you will immediately enter on the 
bitter pangs of eternal death. O conſider what 
it will be to have your fouls everlaſtingly baniſhed 


from the favourable preſence of God, and ſhut up 
in darkneſs and perpetual deſpair. Can you read - 


ſuch awakening declarations as the following, with- 
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out trembling? © He ſhall take vengeance on them 


that know not God, and that obey not the goſpel MW 


our Lord Jefus Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power!“ Though 
you can now live contented without the enjoyment 
of God's favour, your eyes will then be opened to 
Tee the infinite value of it. | 

The withdrawings of the light of God's counte- 
nance for a time, have filledholy ſouls in this world 
with deep diſtreſs and ſorrow. What then will it 
be to lie expoſed to his awful indignation for ever? 
Your vai and deluſtve hopes, O ſinners, will then 
exiſt no more, the feltf-flattering deluſion will be 
at an end. Your ſenſual delights will be over; in 
the room of them, there will be weeping and wail- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth, drinking of the wine of 
the wrath of God, poured out without mixture. 
O dreadful ſtate of hopeleſs miſery, where their 
© worm dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched! 

Think, O ſinners, on the dangerous condition 
of your poor ſouls, while there is yet hope of flee- 
ing from the wrath to come. There is but a ſtep 
between you and death, between you and that ever- 
laſting puniſhment prepared for the devil and his 
angels. Vour breath is in your noſtrils, when that 


| Ons, your everlaſting ſtate is unalterably fixed. 
Your 
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Vi hearts, I fear, are hardened through the do 
ceitfulneſs of ſin, ſo that the threatenings of God, 
your Maker, and your Judge, make no impreſſions. 
on them. Is not this a fad indication that you are 
ripening for ruin? You are ſleeping on the bed of 
carnal ſecurity, yet your judgment lingereth not. 
Think on the miſerable condition of thoſe un- 


happy men, who were once as careleſs and as un- 


concerned as you can be, but are now lifting up 
their eyes in hell, being in torments, and crying in 
vain for a drop of water to cool their tongues. They 
are execrating thoſe days of vanity, when they 
lived in this world as you do now. They are call- 
ing themſelves a thouſand fools, for that ſtupidity, 
that forget fulneſs of God, that diſregard of the 
threatenings of his wrath, and of the promiſes of 
his mercy, of which you are now living examples. 

And ancient writer uſed to ſay, I would not 
for all the world be in the ſtate of an unconyerted 
man for one hour, leſt, in that hour, death ſhould 


cut me off, and the dungeon of eternal darkneſs 


receive me.“ What ſhall I ſay to you, O poor 
unconcerned ſinners, to rouſe you from your fatal 
ſecurity? Who can dwell with devouring fire! 
Who can dwell with everlaſting burnings ! Will 
you not begin ſeriouſly to inquire how you. ſhall 
leap that dreadful and never-ending puniſhment, 

L 2 | : WINES 


124 7 5 LIFE IN 
: „„ 24-4 


which is the Juſt reward of your multiplies rank h 
greſſions? Muſt it always be the lot of poor miniſ- te 
ters to labour in vain, and to ſay, with the lament- 825 
ing prophet, Who hath believed our report ?” If ”" 
you die in a ſtate of impeniteace, you will molt fo 
certainly feel, ere long, what you will not now be- 740 
lieve. The threatenings of God's holy word will no 
not fall to the ground. In the latter day, when all my 
hope is paſt, you will conſider them, and feel to po 
your coſt, that it is a fearful thing to fall into the no 
hands of the living God. You ſay, 1 ſhall have CAE 
peace though I walk in the way of my own heart,” tha 
but it will be ſeen by and by, whoſe word ſhall in 
ſtand, yours, or that of the God of truth. Death = 
and judgment will decide the controverſy. alto 
Perhaps ſome will ſay, © You are very harſh and nr 
ſevere; why do you dwell ſo much upon God's nou 
favour ? Will he diſown his creatures? We hope gui 
he is more merciful than you would repreſent him.“ you 
To this I anſwer, by afking ſuch perſons, ** Do. det 
you imagine that all men are in a ſtate of acceptance F Pes 
with their Maker? Do you think that none ſhall | 5 
de hereafter puniſhed for their crimes? If you will ume 
not believe the awful declarations of his own mouth, He 
but make the God of truth a har, you will be con- no { 
vinced of your miſtake, when conviction will come confi 


$00 late, and coſt you dear. Hath he not ſaid, that 
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.. 
he will not be merciful to any wicked and impeni- 
tent tranſgreſſor ? Hath he not ſaid of ſome, ** They 
are a people of no under ſtanding, therefore he that 
made them will have no mercy on them, he that 
formed them will ſhew them no favour ?” 


_ 


How dreadful is the ſtate of that man who can- 


not be happy unleſs God falſify his word, but who. 


muſt periſh if his word be true! He hath ſaid moſt 


poſitively, for ſubſtance, that impenitent perſons are 


not in his favour, that unconverted, unholy men 


cannot be ſaved, yet you hope it may be otherwiſe: 
that is to ſay, you hope that he who ſpeaks to you 
in his ſacred word, is not God; for, if he be God, 
he muſt be holy, righteous, juſt and true, and not 
altogether ſuch a one as yourſelves. But know, O 
ſinners, that juſtice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of his throne. He will by no means clear the 
guilty, the perſeyering | ſinner. He will reprove 
you, and ſet your ſins in order before vou. Con- 
ſider this, ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver Nn. 

There are ſome perſons who may be called pre- 
ſumers on God's fayour. They imagine themſelves 
ina ſtate of acceptance with their Maker, yet have 


no ſcriptural evidence of their being ſo. But that | 


confidence, which is not ſupported by the divine 


word, is. no better than preſumption, . A A poor man 


Lg. may 
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may imagine that a diftant relation, who is very 
rich, will bequeath to him a conſiderable part of 


his inheritance; but if he has no promiſe; nor any 
kind of intimation from the proprietor of the eſtate, 
that he will do ſo, the poor man's expectation is ill 


founded; in fact it is preſumption. It is like the 
wild conceit of the infatuated Athenian, who ima- 


gined that every ſhip which entered the harbour 


Was his own. In matters of religion, we often 
find thoſe perſons the moſt confident, who have the 


leaſt ground or reaſon to be ſo. 

There is a manifeſt difference between a pre- 
ſumptuous ſinner, and a man of real piety. The 
one is bold and confident, without any regard'to 
the declarations of God in his ſacred word; the 
other is jealous over himſelf, leſt he ſhould be de- 


ceived, and often diſtreſſed with fears and miſgiv= 


ings of mind. The one talks of nothing but the 
mercy of God, without any regard to his holineſs, 


his juſtice and his truth. The other is affected with 


that view of the divine charafter which 1s given 


us in the bible. He trembles before the Majeſty of 


a ſin. -avenging God; and can take no encourage. 


ment from any propoſed ſyſtem, which does not 
' diſcover how divine juſtice can be ſatisfied for the 


| offences he has committed, as well as mercy diſ- 
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Ke. 
Wer conſcience relief, but that which ſecures 
due honour to God, in all his attributes. 

The preſuming ſinner regards nothing ſo much 
as his own ſecurity from deſtruction; the gracious 
man is concerned, not only about the pardon of 
his ſins, and the juſtification of his perſon, but 
about the purification of his heart, and the confor- 
mity of his life to the will of God. He hungers 
and thirſts after righteouſneſs, and cries with the 
Pſalmiſt, O that my ways were directed to keep 
thy ſtatutes! Then ſhall I not be aſhamed when I 
have reſpect to all thy commandments.” He knows, 
that though the ſalvation of the ſoul is entirely of 
the free grace of God, through the atonement of 2 
Jeſus Chriſt, yet where that ſalvation is expe- 
rienced in reality, the fruits of it will be apparent. 
This conſideration prevents him from being too 
bold and confident in concluding upon his intereſt 
in the divine favour. It is far from being my in- 
tention to encourage a ſtate of ſuſpence, of doubt- 
ing, and of diſtruſt, in the minds of ſincere chriſ- 
tians. Let not ſuch caſt away their confidence, but 
rather let them give diligence to the full aſſurance 
of hope to the end. The reader ſhould remember, 
that I am now addreſſing myſelf to ſuch as preſume 
that they are in God's favour, on improper and un- 
certain grounds. For inſtance, | . 
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One man thinks himſelf in God's favour, becauſe 
he 1s indulged with worldly proſperity. But this 
we have ſeen is an improper concluſion. Another 
thinks well of his ſtate becauſe he is attended with 
many troubles and calamities. But afflictions are 
no ſigns of favour, unleſs they are ſanctified, and 
produce the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs in thoſe 
who are exerciſed thereby. One thinks his ſtate 
good becauſe he hears the word preached regularly, 
and enjoys the ordinances of God in their appointed 


eaten and drunk in thy preſence, and thou haſt 
taught in our ſtreets; to whom the great Judge will 
reply, I never knew you.” Another concludes 
he is one of God's children, becauſe he has acquired 
a good degree of religious knowledge; can talk 
fluently on divine ſubjects, and expreſs himſelf ; in 
prayer with great readineſs and propriety. But let 
him remember, that Judas had gifts as well as the 
reſt of the apoſtles; and though a perſon could 
ſpeak with the tongues of men and Nn and have 
not charity, he is nothing. 
One man thinks himſelf in the lt of God, 
becauſe his life is very different to what it was at a 
former period. But reformation is not regenera- 
tion. Another concludes he is the object of God's 


love, becauſe he is bountiful and liberal to the ne- 
: ceſſitous. 


But many will ſay at laſt, We have 
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eeſſitous. But though I ſhould give all my goods 


to feed the poor and have not charity, I am no- 
thing. One man is perſuaded of his intereſt in 


God's favour, becauſe he every-day offers up many 
prayers, and attends to other religious duties. But 


the hypocritical phariſees made long prayers; . and 


Saul, before his converſion, thought himſelf blame. 
leſs touching the righteouſneſs which 1s of the law. 
Another concludes it is well with him, becauſe he 


finds pleaſure and joy in religious exerciſes. But 


let him read with ſerious attention the parable of 
the ſower. A certain claſs of profeſſors are there 
deſcribed, who heard the word with j Joy, but hav. 
ing no root in themſelves, their profeſſion came to. 


nothing. From all theſe hints it is plain, that a 
man may eaſily flatter himſelf into a miſtaken con- 
fidence of his being in the favour of God, and think 
himſelf ſomething when i in fact he i is man and 


ſo deceive his on ſoul. 


Many of the things which I have mentioned are 
in themſelves good and commendable; but they are. 
not ſufficient evidences of God's ſpecial favour. 


More ſubſtantial and ſatisfying grounds ſhould be 
inquired after, according to the word of God. 
There is no caſe in which men are more liable to 
deception chan that which is now under our confi. 
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derativn: nor is as any caſe in un a decep- 


tion is attended with greater danger. 


The prophet Mica had to do with a fell. Aattering 


race of men in his day, who ſaid, * Is not the Lord 
Alas! 


poor ſinners; it is not your bold and unſhaken con- 


' fidence of ſafety, but ſcriptural evidence, that is 


to be regarded, in this weighty concern. It is aw- 
ful to hear deluded ſinners ſpeak of their elevated 
hopes of being in God's favour, while it is evident 
from the temper of their minds, and. the whole 
conduct of their lives, that they have neither part 
nor lot in this matter, but are in the gall of bitter- 
nefs, and in the bond of iniquity. Can you be in 
God's favour who never experienced a real change 
from nature to grace? You who were never deli- 


5 vered from the power of darkneſs, never tranſlated 


into the kingdom of God's dear Son? You who 
never knew what evangelical repentance- means ; 
who never had your hearts pn by faith. 1 in the 


divine Saviour ? 


Can you imagine yourſelves to be in God s fa- 
your, who never devoted yourſelves to him, to be 


governed, ruled and guided by him? You who are 


ſatished with the mere form of godlineſs without its 
power? You who take pleaſure in ſecret (ins, live 
in them, and are unwilling to part with them? Have 


you 
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you never read, never ſeriouſly S the 
words of the pious Pſalmiſt, If I regard iniquity 


in my heart, the Lord will not hear my prayer.” 

The world may flatter you; if you ſeek the praiſe 
of men, you may have your reward. Even good 
men, in the judgment of charity, may be diſpoſed 8 
to think well of you. You may have quietneſs 3 in 
your on conſciences, and lull yourſelves to ſleep 
on the bed of ſecurity, and till be in a ſtate of the 
greateſt danger. Like the fooliſh virgins, you may 
come to a ſhut door at laſt, when he from within 
will ſay unto you, ** Depart from me, I know you 
not, ye workers of iniquity.” O that you may ſee 
your danger before it be too late! Read with fe- 
riouſneſs the parable juſt referred to, I mean that 


of the ten virgins. The fooliſh ones ſaw their er- 


ror when, alas! it could not be rectified. They 
applied indeed to the wiſe, but their application 
was rtr In vain they cried, Lord, Lord, 


open to us.“ The door of mercy was ſhut for ever, 


and the workers of iniquity utterly and finally diſ—- 


owned. * Behold, now is the accepted time, now - 


is the day of ſalvation.” But to thoſe who trifle the 
golden moments away in folly and deluſion, there 
will remain nothing but the blackneſs . darkneſs 


for ever.. 


8 
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O death, thou king of terrors ! dreadful name? 
What tongue can e'er deſcribe, what pencil draw 
The ſcenes of horror which furround thy throne * 
0 let me then, arous'd, reflect in __ 
| And make this awful, this important theme 
Familiar to my thoughts! Awake, my ſoul, 
Nor, careleſs, ſlumber on the brink of fate, 
Midſt conſtant warnings, calls and admonitions, 
Can I be unconcern'd ꝰ At length mine eyes, 
Long held i in miſts, blinded with viſions falſe, 
Begin to open on the ſcene before me, 
Let idly- active fancy now no more 
Spread her deluding colours to my view. 

O may 1 ſeek, while mercy points the way, 
A firm, clear title to thoſe bleſt abodes 
Prepar'd for holy ſouls, 'beyond the ſtars! 
That when this tott'ring tabernacle „„ 
This houſe of clay, which ſhakes with ev'ry wind, 
Shall be diffolv'd, and fall to duſt and ruin, 
My happy ſoul, renew'd by grace divine, 
And waſh'd in my Redeemer's blood, may riſe 
To dwell with him in heav'n! Then ſhall 1 e 
That in the favour of my 9 4s i 8 „ 
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char. IX. 


The Sch I en by ay of Conviftion 


W E have bes obſerved that the ſpecial . 
vour of God is manifeſtly diſtin& from the 


common bleſſings and bounties of his indulgent 


providence. Theſe latter inſtances of favour are 


too often abuſed, by thoſe on whom they are li- 


berally beſtowed. They certainly ought to be 
improved ſo as to humble us under a ſenſe of our 
ſins, and to lead us to repentance of them. To this 
purpoſe the apoſtle Paul writes to the Romans. 
Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and 
forbearance; and long-ſuffering, not knowing that 
the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
Theſe: filken cords of kindneſs ſhould draw our 


hearts nearer to God. His goodneſs our attrack 
our affections to himſelf. | 


Had you received a thouſandth part of the Kill 
neſs from men, which you daily receive from the 
Almighty, you would be affected by it, and think 
yourſelves under great obligations to thoſe who 
had ſhewn you ſuch kindneſs. And ſhall all the 
kindneſs of your Maker be loſt upon you? Where, 
in this caſe, is your gratitude, your ingenuouſneſs 
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olf ſpirit ? What returns do you make ? Much is re- 
quired of thoſe on whom much is beſtowed. If no 
proper uſe be made of the abundant bleſſings of 
providence, if they are not improved to a proper 
end, the reckoning will be awful at laſt, in the great 


day of accounts. It appears to have been our Lord's 
intention to make us ſenſible of this, in the parable 
of the talents. Thoſe who made no proper uſe of 


their lord's money, with which they were intruſt- 


ed, are denominated ſlothful and wicked tt. 


and dealt with accordingly. oe 

The prophet's obſervation is e in many 
inſtances; Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn righteouſneſs. To be un- 
moved and unhumbled amidſt innumerable in- 
ſtances of providential kindneſs, is a ſad indication 
that we are of the number of thoſe whom the di- 
vine word denominates wicked men. That perſon 
is in a dangerous condition, upon whom the moſt 
likely means to produce repentance have no effect. 
That ground muſt be bad which the common me- 


thods of cultivation, and the ſhowers of Heaven 


do not make fruitful. Awful are the words of the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews ; they ſhould. be read with 
fear and trembling by ſuch perſons as we are now 
addreſſing ; © The earth which drinketh in the rain 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 

5 | meet 
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meet for them by whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſ- 
ſing from God; but that which beareth thorns and 
briers, is rejected, and is nigh. unto curſing ; ; whole 
end 1s to be burned.” 


But there is another claſs of men ſtill more im- 
pious than thoſe to whom we have been ſpeaking ; 


thoſe, we mean, who pervert the favours of provi- 
dence to a wrong uſe and end. Their condu& 
ſomewhat reſembles that of thoſe ungodly men, who 
turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs. They 
make uſe of the bleſſings of God's goodneſs, as 


proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, in 
gluttony, drunkenneſs, pride, and impurity. In 
their hands, the bounties of Heaven become weap- 


ons of unrighteouſneſs, incentives to ſing and in- 


ſtruments whereby they may ſerve Satan, and the 


more ſucceſsfully promote his diabolical cauſe a- 
mong men, He whole goodneſs they thus wretch- 
edly pervert and abuſe, will moſt aſſuredly reſent 
their conduct. The whole creation groans under 
the weight of their guilt. 

The Lord ſays concerning a Tfrael, by 
the prophet Hoſea, © She did not know that I gave 
her. corn, and wine,” and oil, and mültiplied her 
filver and gold, Which they prepared for Baal. 


Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in 


the time el. and my vine in the ſeaſon therook, 
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and will recover my wool and my flax.“ What 
pity is it that God's indulgence ſhould be abuſed to 


his diſhonour! The more his bounty ſhines on per- 
verſe and rebellious men, the more luxuriant is the 
growth of their vicious habits. But it will ap- 
| pear by and by, that as God hath favours to be- 
ſtow, he hath alſo juſtice to execute his threatened 


diſpleaſure. Though ſentence againſt evil works 


be not executed ſpeedily, let not the hearts of the 


children of men be fully ſet in them to do evil; for 


the day is coming when abuſed goodneſs will no 
longer forbear. Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguifh ſhall be awarded to —_— foul of man 
who continueth to do evil. #3 LEONE: 


Wyhnkre grace can neither melt nor move, 
The Lamb reſents his injured love, 
Awakes his wrath without delay, 


And ame 5 Lion tears the prey. 


The ſubject will Mes us with a word of con- 


viction alſo for thoſe who put no value upon God's 
ſpecial favour. Among theſe, ſome there are who 
are more deſirous of friendſhip with the great men 
of this world, than of friendſhip with God. An 
ambitious purſuit after the honour which cometh 
from men is one of the grand obſtruftions to true 
faith, and real piety, © How can ye believe who 


Le- 


— 


 COD's FAVOUR, 197 
4988 | 


yeceive bonoor one of another, and ſeek not the ho- 
nour which cometh from God only?“ The apoſtle 
tells us, that the friendſhip of this world is enmity 
with God, and, conſequently, that if any man will 
be, at all events, the friend of the world, he is the 
enemy of God. Moyes put a proper value on the 
divine favour, when he efteemed even the reproach 
of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt. 

It is an high attainment to be able to ſay, with 
truth and ſincerity, * Lord, let me have thy favour, 
though, in my adherence to thee, I ſhould forfeit 


the regard of every man upon earth.“ Reader, 


confider within yourfelf, what good the favour of 
the great can do you in the hour of death, or at the 
day of judgment. Can they give bail for you, 
when you are arreſted by the king of terrors? Can 


they ſtand forth in your defence at the awful bar 


of God ? Nay, can their friendſhip even free you 
either from pangs of conſcience, or pains of body ? 
In theſe caſes, they can afford no help; when help 
is moſt of all needed. The favour of God alone 

can anſwer theſe purpoſes. Yet upon thus few men 
put any proper value. | 

But there are others of diſpoſitions ſtill more baſe 
and ſordid, who prefer impure and ſenſual gratifi- 
cations: to the favour of the Moſt High. They 
have no concern about friendſhip with their Maker ; 
| . the 
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the pleaſures of ſin, though but for a e are all 
they crave. The apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of theſe with 


grief and indignation, * Whoſe God is their belly, 
and whoſe glory is in their ſhame.” They make the 


gratification of carnal views and pleaſures their prin- 


cipal aim ; the pampering of their own brutal ap- 
petites, in noting and drunkenneſs, chambering 


and wantonneſs, is their chief good. They even 


| boaſt of thoſe things, which, inſtead of being to 
| their honour, are ſcandalous and diſgraceful to hu- 
man nature. The end of ſuch men, without re- 
pentance, we are aſſured, is deſtruction. The 
world paſſeth away, and the luſt thereof, but he 
that doth the will of God abideth for ever. The 
divine favour which real chriſtians enjoy, will 
make them perfectly and everlaſtingly happy, when 
the ſons of fenſuality are lifting up their eyes in 
hell, being in torments. 

Theſe men have their good 4 here; they 
have ſuch a meaſure of the bounty of providence, 
as perhaps ſome of God's dear children are denied; 
whoſe lot it is to be poor in this world, but rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him; who entreat the 
divine favour with their whole hearts; who earneſtly 
Jong 1 Bus yu _ the aſſured tokens of it; 

and 


fi1 
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PP ſuch ſhall not be Glapphinged. But as the poet e 


lings, ; 


Fools never raiſe their thoughts ſo high, 

Like brutes they live, like brutes they die 
Like graſs they flouriſh, till thy breath 

Blaſt them in 5 deut. 


Our Lot teaches us, in the parable of the rich 


man and Lazarus, that in the world to come, the 
miſerable ſons of ſenſuality will behold the felicity 
of thoſe in heaven, whom they have ſeen in a ſtate 


ol affliction and poverty upon earth; and that this 


diſcovery will be a great aggravation of their.own 


miſery. The rich man died, and was buried; and 


in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and © 


ſaw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom.“ 
He had a diſcovery of the ſeat and company of the 


bleſſed, which added weight to his on miſery, _ 


and ſo much the more, as there he beheld poor La- 
zarus, whom he had formerly negletted and deſ- 
piſed, ina 1 LI 3 n en honour and 
joys. Sh 

O how terrible Te aafugpetrable will the 0 
tions of thoſe men be in that day, who have lived 


only after thefleſh, and had no regard for the fa- 


vour ud him, on whom all our felicity depends 
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- Reader, deſcend with me, by way of 1 
into the diſmal abodes of horror and deſpair. and 
| liſten, for a moment, to the cries and lamentations 
of one of thoſe loſt ſoule, Who once wallowed in 
ſenſual delights, and lived without God in the world. 
Woe is me, wretch that I am ! This is the end 
of my ungodly courſes, the juſt reward of my evil 
deeds. I lived regardleſs of my own everlaſting 
welfare. I diſregarded the awful threatenings of 
chat juſt and holy Being, whoſe anger now falls 
upon me, like a conſuming fire. I took pleafure 
in that which his ſoul abhors; I made a mock of 
fin; but I now find that it bites like a ſerpent, and 
ſtings like an adder. 
ings given me; in vam was I told, from time to 
me, that deſtruction ſhould be to the workers of 
iniquity. I hardened myſelf in impiety, and caſt off 
the fear of the Almighty. I flattered myſelf in my 


own deceivings and cried peace and ſafety, till ſud- 


den deſtruction came upon me, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and now, O hopeleſs condition! 
there is no way of eſcape. I ſaid unto God, De- 
part from me, I deſire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
I ſought not his favour, I had no regard for friend- 
ſhip with him.' Upon this I put no value. And 
now, I am for ever cut off from all hope of enjoy- 
ing his bliſsful preſence, The ſentence is juſt 

which 


* 


In vain were friendly warn 


whic 
ever] 
whe! 


qQUEN 


pen! 
madr 
enjo! 
clude 
is de 
come 
from 

Pe 
fall, 
have 
God. 
glad] 
confi 
little 
divin 
e 
of ſa 
viour 
conſe 
in the 

Pe 


| hope: 


about 


COD 's FAYOUR. 141 


7 58 


which confi igns me over to theſe doleful regions' of 
everlaſting miſery, where the worm dieth not, 
where the fire which confumes me is never to be 
quenched ! Thoſe happy ſouls, whoſe lives of 


| penitence, piety and devotion on earth I counted 


madneſs, are now numbered with the ſaints, and 
enjoy the bliſs of heaven, while I am for ever ex- 
cluded! I now find to my coſt that the wages of ſin 
is death. I am loft, loſt for ever. Deſtruttion is 
come upon me from the {Hay 8 of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.” | 
Perhaps ſome into whoſe hands theſe' papers may 
fall, may be conſcious within themſelves that they 
have been hitherto indifferent about the favour of 
God. Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we would : 
gladly perſuade ſuch to take this ſubject into ſerious _ 
conſideration. It is not a vain thing, a concern of 
little moment; it is for your life; as it is only in the 
divine favour that life is to be enjoyed. How ſhall 
ye eſcape eternal death, if ye neglect the meſſages 
of falvation! Perhaps your language, your*beha* 
viour, your whole converſation, and even your 
conſcience bear witneſs againſt you, that you are 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity. 
Permit me to afl you, Are your cares, your 


* 


bopes, your fears, your exerciſes of mind employed 


wo peace and feinen with God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt e 


* 
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Chriſt ? Do you ſeriouſly examine yourſelf 8 | 


you be in the faith? Can you, like the Pſalmiſt, 
addreſs your Maker with ſincerity, and ſay, © I 
entreated thy favour with my whole heart; be mer- 
ciful unto me according to thy word.” Are your 
waking thoughts much employed about this greateſt 
ol all concerns? What the Almighty once ſaid con- 
cerning the Jews, deſerves particular notice. My 
people would not hearken to my voice, and 1/rae! 
would none of me.” They valued not my friend- 
ſhip or favour. * So I gave them up unto. their 
own hearts luſt; and they walked in their own coun- 
ſels.” It is a dreadful judgment, when ſinners are 
left to themſelves, to fill up the meaſure of their 
iniquity, and to periſh in their own deceivings. 
Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone.” It 
will be ſeen what his end will be; what efforts he 
can uſe to ſecure his heart from terror, and his ſoul 
from torment, in the day of awful viſitation. 
Where will he then flee for help, and where will 
he leave his glory? I will laugh at his calamity, 
and mock when his fear cometh. . Then ſhall he 
call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; for that he 
hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of-the 
Lord; he would none of my counſel, he deſpiſed 
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I might, in the laſt place, addreſs myſelf to thoſe; 
who not only diſregard the favour of God them. 
ſelves, but diflike and even perſecute the men Who 
profeſs their humble hope of intereſt in it. But J 
know there is little proſpe& of gaining the attention 


of ſuch perſons, or of convincing them of the evil 


of their doings. They, who are in the fleſh, have, 
in all ages, been diſpoſed, more or leſs, to perſe- 


cute thoſe who are in the ſpirit. They hate a man 


for his love to God, and ridicule him for his piety 
and devotion. When Stephen. the martyr ſaid, 1 
ſee the heavens opened, and Jeſus ſtanding at the 
right hand of God, the frantic Zews, with ſatanic = 
rage, exclaimed againſt him, ſtopped their ears, 
ran upon him like . and ſtoned him to 
death. 

Thoſe who make it the buſineſs of wir lives to 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 


to purſue with becoming ardour the one thing need- 


ful, and to give diligence to make their calling and 
election ſure, are often branded with the name of 


hypocrites or enthuſiaſts. What Jeſus ſaid to his 
diſciples is found to be true, “ Ve ſhall be hated 
of all men for my name's ſake, Men ſhall revile 
you, and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil 
againſt you; but rejoice ye in that day, and be ex- 


for 


r 


„ 9 . 
for ſo perſecuted ny the prophet which were *. 
"I fore you.“ 
Men of a perſecining ſpirit ſhould betians leſt | 
5 they be found fighting againſt God. It is awful, 7 
not only to be regardleſs of the divine favour them- 
ſelves, but to take up arms againſt all thoſe who | 
are ſeeking to know their own perſonal intereſt in E 
Let ſuch conſider what the gracious Redeemer 
| an to Saul of Tarſus, Saul, Saul, why perſe. ſh: 
cuteſt thou me? It is hard for thee to kick againſt by 
the goads.” Our divine Maſter will take the part lou 
of his ſervants, and vindicate their cauſe againſt al 
"or eee : 


Tt, on wild paſſions rage within, 
Nor thy commands obey; 

And fleſh and ſenſe, enſlav'd by fin, 
Draw nd beſt in, . 


i _ kw 


Do tho © create my foul anew, 
Conform my heart to thine, 

Melt down my will, and let it flow. 
And take the. mould divine. 1 


© Seize my A frame by thine own hand, 
| My pow'rs to thee I bring; * 
Manage the wheels by thy command, 
And govern ev'ry ſpring. + 
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CHAP. x. 
The Suljec improved by Way of Conviclion 0, the. 
real Children of Cod. | 
HAVING, in the preceding chapter, addreſſed 
thoſe who are in a ſtate of unregeneracy, I 
ſhall now turn myſelf to ſuch as have been called. 
by divine grace, out of darkneſs into the marvel- 
lous light of the goſpel. Theſe are in a ſtate of re- 
conciliation and friendſhip with God; they have 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, and can bear wit- 
neſs, by their own experience, that a fenſe of the 
favour of God is a privilege which may be en- 


joyed. Yet, as they have within them the depra- 


vity of nature, and are prone to go aſtray from the 
path of rectitude, it may be neceſſary to attempt 
ſome improvement of the ſubje& by way of con- 


viction to them. The word of God is profitable, 


not only for doctrine, but for reproof, fot correc- 
tion, and for inſtruftion in righteouſneſs. i 

It is poſſible for you, my dear friends, to under- 
value the privilege of friendſhip with your Maker. 
His favour certainly ought to be eſteemed by you, 
at all times, above every thing elſe that ean be 
thought of. You ſhould have ſuch a lively ſenſe of 
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e 
its importance, as may conſtrain you to ſay, on all 
occaſions, In his favour is life; his loving-kind- 
neſs is better than life.“ But the objects of ſenſe 
are fo near you, and ſo apt to captivate attention, 
that you perhaps too frequently loſe the ſweet and 
comfortable ſenſe of the love of God in Chriſt Je- 
| ſus our Lord. | 
Few of us, I fear, are ſo affected with this ſub- 
ject as we ought to be. We do not ſtir up our- 
ſelves, as the prophet ſpeaks, to lay hold on God, 
to claim intereſt in him, as reconciled to us through 
the death of his Son. We do not labour to quicken 
our dull and drowſy ſouls, to aſpire after an aſſured 
evidence of his favour, and an habitual ſenſe of the 
greatneſs of this privilege. We are too indifferent 
about it, and can live day after day, at eaſe, with- 
out any peculiar manifeſtation of our Father's love. 
Moſt certainly it ought to be otherwiſe. We ſome- 
times fit down pleaſed and contented with the com- 
mon bleſſings of his hand, without aſpiring after 
endeared communion, intimacy and fellowſhip with 
him who ſhould be our all in all. © Oe 0 
My dearly beloved, are the eonſolations of God 
ſmall in your eſteem? Have you but little regard 


for his tokens of favour? Is it a matter of indit- 


ference with you, whether he lift up the light of 
his countenance upon you or not? The great con- 
| ; cern 


— 
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cern of the Redeemer upon earth, the important 


buſineſs he had to accompliſh by his agonies and 
his blood, was to reconcile you to God, that you 
might be brought into a ſtate of friendſhip with 


him. This is the grand ſubjet of all the promiſes 
of grace. The goſpel is the word of reconciliation. 


The office of the Holy Spirit is to make application 
of this to your hearts, and to give you the comforta- 


ble aſſurance of it. The Lord of life and glory 


declares, that he waits to be gracious unto you. 
And is it poſſible that you ſhould be indifferent 


about it ! 


There is a day coming when an . ſenſe of 


the divine favour will be deemed of the greateſt im- 
portance by you, and when your former indif- 
ference about it will occaſion painful reflections. 
Be aſhamed then of your preſent ſluggiſhneſs. 
Think within yourſelves, how unaccountable it 1s, 
that the children of God ſhould prize their Father's 
love no more, What can be of equal value with 
it? The full enjoyment of it conſtitutes the telicity 
of that world to. which all your wiſhes and hopes 
are, or ſhould be direfted. For in 'the preſence 
of Jehovah is fulneſs of joy, and at his right hand 
are pleaſures for evermore. If therefore you put 
not a proper value on it at preſent, it is too evident, 


that you are greatly « dc as to your meetneſs 
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fag! the inheritance of the ſaints in light. You 
want more ſpirituality of mind, and heavenlineſs 


of temper. | 
There are others of God s children who fre- 

quently call in queſtion their own intereſt in his 

favour. They are greatly diſpirited, diſeouraged, 


and dejected on this account. They have many 


fears, jealouſies, and miſgivings of heart about it. 


Like the Pſalmiſt in his gloomy hours of deſpon- | 


dency, they remember God, and are troubled ; 
they complain, and their ſpirit is overwhelmed 


with grief. They are ready to ſay, © I fear the 


Lord is not wy God; I fear I have no intereſt in 
his favour,” They approach to his throne with 
fad and ſorrowful hearts, or are kept at a diſtance 
from him through fears of his diſpleaſure. And 


the more they think of their own finfulneſs and un- 
- worthineſs, the more they are deterred from draw- 


ing nigh to him, Conſcious guilt, and f 
fears damp the ſpirit of devotion. My ſins,” 

ſays ſuch a one, © hang heavy on my ſou]. I dare 
not lift up mine eyes to heaven. The juſtice of 
the great Judge of all terrifies me, and his mercy, 
I fear, is far from me. My ſoul is ſhut up in dark- 
neſs, and my mind is filled with terror. I am afraid 
God will call my ſins to remembrance, and inſtead 


of enjoying the . oy his countenance, I have 
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reaſon to fear he will look on me itt his awful 
diſpleaſure. I dare not neglect the exerciſes. of de- 
votion which I know are maiter of duty, but I can- 


not come boldly to the throne 96 Skace, and cry, 
Abba, Father. t 


This uncomfortable ſtate of mind is much to be 


lamented. Where is that ſenſe of God's love, that 
truſt in the divine mercy, that delight in God, that 
rejoicing in his ſalvation, to which we are every 
where encouraged ? Legal terrors prevail, in the 
room of evangelical tenderneſs, in many minds. 


The heart is full of fear, which ſhould be con- 


ſtrained by love. Devotion borders upon ſervility, 


inſtead of being the exercife of filial affection. In 
the room of that reverence and godly fear which 
the divine word recommends, the poor ſoul is kept 
at diſtance through a ſpirit of bondage. 

Let ſuch perſons contemplate the grace of the 
goſpel, the complete redemption which is in Jeſus 
Chriſt, his ability to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come to God by him, and the free promiſes of 
grace and mercy. Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, * Ye 
ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 
free.” Such perſons would do well. to confider, 


that he who is infinitely great and holy, is alſo in- 


anitely gracious. * His mercy triumphs over all 
the {ins and unworthineſs of man. In mercy he de- 
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lights. His favour is towards them that fear him; n 
he takes pleaſure in thoſe that hope in his mercy. y 
It is his will that his poor unworthy children ſhould n 
rejoice in his ſalvation, while they are deeply hum- p 
bled for their offences againſt him. The joy of the n. 
Lord is their ſtrength. Unbelief and deſpondency la 
tend to weaken their hands, to deprive them of com- yi 
fort, and to rob God of the glory due unto his fo 
name. | | | | 8 5 3 
Sometimes this gloomy ſtate of mind is, in ſome m. 
degree, occaſioned by a miſinterpretation of provi- 
dential diſpenſations. Vou are viſited with per- ha 
ſonal or domeſtic afflictions, you ſuſtain heavy ill 
loſſes, or you meet with continual diſappointments rea 
in the concerns of this preſent world. And you my 


conclude from theſe, that inſtead of being intereſted 
in God's favour, you are marked out as a monu- 
ment of his diſpleaſure. But this is not a juſt in- 
terpretation of God's myſterious diſpenſations. In 
many pallages of his holy word, God aſſures his 
children, that his heart is towards them when his 
afflicting hand is upon them. Whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom 
he receiveth. As many as I love I rebuke and 
chaſten. His corrective rod is the rod of love. My 
ſon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of -the Lord, 
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nor faint W art rebuked of him. Have 
you not read of glorying in tribulation?ꝰ Do you 


never reflect on that memorable paſſage in the pro- 


phecy of Habakkuk? Although the fig-tree ſhall 


not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vine, the 
labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall 


yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the 


fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls; yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my falvation.”” 

The Lord has ſeen it meet to ths; his + chan 
hand upon you, and you faint. under it. You are 
filled with fearful apprehenſions of his wrath, and 
ready to ſay, -** I am undone; he is come to call 
my fins to remembrance ; his arrows of indignation 
are ſhot againſt me. Theſe are the beginnings of 
ſorrow, and what the end will be, I know not. 


— 


: . 
8 Mr. James Crefwick, : an eminent miniſter, a na- 


tive of Sheffield, in Yorkſhire, ſuffered joyfully the 
ſpoiling of his goods for the cauſe of Chriſt; he was 
greatly afflicted in his eyes, and endured much under 
the tormenting pains of the, tene; ; all which he bore 
with exemplary patience. HE uſed frequently to ſay, 
© Lord, I am thine, and th&u canſt do me no wrong. 
I had rather have health of ſoul, in a body full. 


pain, than health and caſe of, body, with a diſtem- 


pered ſoul. 5 
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My brother, theſe are erroneous concluſions, 


equally diſhonourable to God, and diſtreſsful to . 


yourſelf. What you call arrows of indignation 
may more properly be termed inſtances of love, 
He who is infinite in wiſdom as well as boundleſs 
in mercy, ſees the neceſſity of this wholeſome diſ- 
<ipline, for the promotion of your beſt intereſts. 
He chaſtens you for your profit, to make you par- 
_ taker of his holineſs. 

Perhaps you were too much attached to ſome 
created object, as 7onak was exceeding glad be- 
cauſe of his gourd. That object is removed, that 
your heart may be more entirely given to God, and 
that he may reign there without a rival. A ſtate of 
uninterrupted proſperity might intoxicate your 
mind, and lead you to forget your Redeemer, to 
negle& the affairs of your ſoul, and the concerns 


of a future world. Your earthly hopes and flat. 


tering proſpetts are therefore blaſted, that you may 
ſet your affections on things above. The ſtream is 
dried up, by drinking too deeply of which you 
might have been ſurfeited, that you may drink more 


freely of the fountain of the water of life. Theſe 


diſpenſations, therefore, myſterious as they are, 
are neverthleſs diſpenſations of love. When rightly 
underſtood, they are inſtances and proofs of the 
good-will of him who dwelt in the buſh, When 

WET 1 
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you are tempted to ſay with the patriarch, in the 
ſeaſon of de ſpondency, © All theſe things are a- 
gainſt me,” recolle& the words of an inſpired 
apoſtle, * All things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpoſe.” Lift up the hands that 
hang down, and the feeble knees, and ſay, | 


Then why, my ſoul, theſe ſad complaints? 


* Still while he, frowns, his bowels move; 

8 Still on his heart he bears his ſaints, 

And feels their ſorrows; and his love. 

f Peat me futthey to obſerve, chat the children 
r of God are ſometimes apt to call in queſtion the 
0 reality of his ſpecial tokens of favour and kindneſs. 
s W When they are indulged with the conſolations of 
a his Holy Spirit, they are jealous leſt theſe ſhould 
y be only the deluſions of Satan. While men, whoſe 
18 hearts are not right in the ſight of God, are too 
u bold and preſuming, the humble followers of the 
e Lamb are prone to err through an exceſs of timi- 
ſe diy. *» When the Lord is pleaſed to afford unto 
wy * Mr. Walter Marſhall, of Hurfley, in Hamp- 
5 ire, was much exerciſed with troubled thoughts for 


many years. He Pugh for peace 15 conſcience by 
2 e n 
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his deſponding children gracious intimations of 
his favour, it is unqueſtonably criminal in them, 
to call theſe but ſparks of their own kindling, or 
| deluſions of Satan. 


It 


many mortifying methods, but his troubles ſtill in- 


' creaſed, He conſulted an eminent miniſter about 


his caſe, giving him an account of the ſtate of his 
foul, 'and particularizing the fins which lay heavy on 
his conſcience, The miniſter, Dr. T. G. wrote to him 


in reply, that he had forgot to mention the greateſt 


fin of all, that of unbelief, or not believing on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſton of his fins, and the 
ſanctiſication of his nature, Upon this he ſet himſelf 
to the ſtudying and preaching of Chriſt ; and attained 
to, peace of conſcience, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
in conjunction with an eminent degree of holineſs. 


His book on The Gofpet Myſtery of Sanctiſication, ſo 


much recommended by the late Mr. James Hervey, 


was the fruit of his own experience. A little before 
his death, he ſaid to thoſe about him, © I die in the 


full perſuaſion of the truth, and in the comfort of 


that doctrine which I have prezched'to others.“ His 
laſt words were, © The wages of. fin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life, through Jefus Chriſt 
our Lord.“. 

The book, juſt mentioned, is abridged, and . 
paſſages in it which were liable to abuſe, very judi- 


ciouſly guarded againſt a wrong conſtruction, by the 


late pious and ſenſible Mr. Benjamin For fit. 
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It is a certain truth that Satan can trans form him- 
ſelf into an angel of light; but the ſealings and 
witneſſings of the Holy Spirit, if properly attended 
to, carry their own evidence along with them. And 
by the ſacred touch-ſtone of God's word, every 
thing of this kind ought to be tried. The effects 
of God's gracious manifeſtations of favour to the 
ſoul, beſpeak their reality, and diſtinguiſh them 
from every thing of a deluſive nature. 

Has not the Lord often, by his holy word and 
Spirit, poured divine comforts into your deſpond- 
ing mind? Has he not raiſed your heart to himſelf, 
in hope and truſt, joy and confidence? Has he not 
enabled you'to derive encouragement from the gol- 
pel remedy? Have you not, to the relief of your 
pained heart, and the healing of your wounded 
conſcience, beheld the Lamb of God which taketh _ 
away the fin of the world? Have not theſe views 
melted your heart into penitence, inſpired you 
with love to Jeſus, zeal for his honour, deſire after 
holineſs, and indignation againſt ſin? And can 
you, afterwards, in a ſeaſon of darkneſs, call this 
deception and deluſion ? Surely you will not e 
riſh ſo unworthy a thought. Th 

What would you think of the child of an i 
parent, who, after he has had the ſtrongeſt proofs 
of 2 85 aſſection, ſhould count them all as no- 
— 
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thing, and u. « I have been deceived; my fa. 
ther does not love me?” Would you not think 
ſuch a child very, ungratefa] ? What then will you 
think of yourſelf? There is a paſſage appoſite to 


our purpole, i in the prophecy of Malachi. * I have 


loved you, faith the Lord; yet ye ſay, Wherein 


| haſt thou loved us?“ They had the boldneſs to 


aſk, in what inſtance, in what one particular caſe 
he had ſhewn favour and kindneſs to them. - Surely, 
_ this muſt be diſpleaſing to the Holy One of 1/rae!, 
Yet when Zion ſaid, © The Lord hath forſaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me,” he condeſcend: 
to expoſtulate with her on the ſubject, in the ten- 
dereſt manner. Can a woman forget her ſuck- 


ing child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on 


the ſon of her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee.” 
Though the evidences of divine favour be clear 
and ſtrong, yet we ſometimes, through darkneſs of 
mind, do not diſtinguiſh them, or elſe, through 
obſtinacy in grief and deſpondency, we refuſe to 
be comforted. In either caſe, the error lies in our- 


ſelves. But this is our comfort, the Lord ſees our 


weakneſs, and pities our helpleſs ſouls. The com- 
| paſſionate Redeemer was tempted - In all points like 
as we are, that he might know. how. to ſuccour 


thoſe that are tempted, 4 In thous be the Son of 
8 " | 0 9 
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ſhould be bold enough to claim the high privilege?“ 


by us in New Teſtament times. e 
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re 
God,“ was the ground of his firſt temptation in the 
wilderneſs. In like manner the enemy comes to 
us, If thou be a child of God, but what reaſon 
haſt thou to believe that thou art? Is it poſſible 
that ſo vile, ſo polluted, fo unworthy a ſinner, 


- 


After all, the ſafeſt courſe to be taken for re- 
lief in a ſeaſon of darkneſs, is not to look with- 
in ourſelves for encouragement, but to turn 
our eyes to the divine remedy, and to believe, as 
we are enabled, the free proclamations of mercy 
through Jeſus Chriſt to ſinners-as ſuch. "Whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhall not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. 
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Fly to the hat the goſpel gives, 
The man, that truſts the promiſe, lives. 


It highly becomes us to beware of iifpleaſing the | 
Lord by unthankfulneſs for the favours he beſtows 
upon us. Ingratitude is the grave in which many 
mercies are buried and concealed. Moſes com- 
poſed a ſong to be ſung by the Iſraelites, to perpe- 
tuate the memory of God's kindneſs to them, 
through all ſucceeding generations. This ſong is 
recorded in the thirty-ſecond-chapter of the book 
of Deuteronomy, and deſerves an attentive peruſal 
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To receive many favours, and to be totally un- 


concerned about making returns, is ungrateful, and 


very unſuitable to the temper with which every true 
chriſtian ſhould be inſpired. * Surely,” fays the 


Pſalmiſt, © the righteous ſhall give thanks to thy 


name.” He was ſo affected himſelf with God's 


. goodneſs, that he could not reſt on his bed in the 


hours appointed for repoſe, but roſe at midnight to 
give thanks to him. The apoſtle Paul was not leſs 


eminent for his grateful, than for his prayerful diſ- 


poſition. Thanks be to God; — I thank Chrift 


Jeſus our Lord; —with other expreſſions of like 
import, frequently occur in his writings. | 


Ingratitude is a vice for which the very heathens 


are condemned in the word of God. It ſtands con- 


nected with the vileſt abominations. It indicates 


ſomething worſe than brutiſh ſtupidity ; for the ox 


knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's: crib; 
but the unthankful acknowledge not the hand that 


feeds, protects and clothes them. Reader, if this 


is your prevailing diſpoſition, be aſhamed of it. 
The God, in whoſe hand your breath, is, and whoſe 


are all your ways, have you not glorified. .. To 


overlook and entirely to forget unnumbered fayours, 


denotes a baſe, unworthy, diſingenuous ſpirit. It 


you are a diſciple of Jeſus, you ſurely look upon 


1 1 as under dae to thank God for your 


ay 
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daily TY and will you not be thankful for ſpi- 
ritual food? Vou have taſted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, and received many ſpiritual bleſſings from 
him; illumination, conviction, relief and com- 
fort; and do you count theſe as nothing? Do not 
theſe diſtinguiſhing mercies demand praiſe? Is not 
thankfulneſs the tribute which you ought to pay for 
them? Can you do leſs than acknowledge what 
God has done for your ſoul ? * Will you not ſay, 


O, if I had a thouſand tongues, 

And could be heard from pole to pole, 
I would to all the liſt'ning world 

Declare thy goodneſs 15 my foul? » 7. 

| 4 55 The : 

„The chriſtian hath as large a FRY for the exer- 
ciſe of his thankfulneſs, in praifing God, as be hath 
in the petitionary part of prayer, for his deſires.— 
This duty circumſcribes heaven and earth ; it takes; 
both worlds in its circumference. © In every thing 
give thanks.“ O what a copious theme. hath . God 
given his people, upon which to enlarge their medi- 
tations ! 5 In every thing.” The whole courſe. and 
ſeries of divine providence towards the ſaints, is like 
a muſic-hook, in every leaf of which there is a ſong 
ready ſet for them to learn, and ſing to the praiſe of. 
their God. To ſkip over one note in a leſſon may 


ſpoilthe grace of the muſic. | 5 "I 
K We 
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The Pſalmiſt deſired that others might aſſiſt him, 
and join with him in the work of praiſe. * O mag- 
nify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 


together. I ſought the Lord, and he heard me, and 


delivered me from all my fears.” If you are not 
thankful, God is robbed of the glory due unto: his 
name, and your own ſoul is deprived of the com- 
fort his mercies would otherwiſe afford you. May 
the Author of all good raiſe your affections to him- 
ſelf, and with all his other gifts beſtow on you a 
thankful heart, to taſte thoſe gifts with joy ! With- 


: out 


We are unworthy of the. leaſt mercy; and there. 
Fore God is worthy of praiſe for the leaſt, becauſe it 
is more than he owes us. Common mercies are many. 
„O God,” ſays David, © how great is the ſum of 
them! If I ſhould count them, they are more in num- 


ber than the ſand; when I awake, I am ſtill with 


thee,” As if he had ſaid, © There is not a point of 
time wherein thou art not doing me good. As ſoon 
as I open mine eyes in the morning, I have a new 
theme, to employ my praiſeful meditations.” ? 
The fincerity of the heart is ſhewn more in thank- 
Wine for ordinary mercies, than for thoſe which 
are more extraordinary. As it ſhews a baſe diſpoſ- 
tion when a man upon every flight temptation is 
drawn into fin, ſo the ſoul diſcovers a high degree of 
.grace, to take the hint from every common mercy to 
bleſs and praiſe God.“ Gurual. 
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1 Mens, 
out this,” as you bury former mercies, ſo you may 
deprive yourſelves of future ones. For thankful- | 
neſs for paſt favours, implies a ſecret craving for 
more; but how can you expect that God will be- 
ſtow on you what you ſtill need, if you are not 


thankful for what you already poſſeſs? Labour 


therefore to rouſe up your dull heart to the great 
and pleaſant exerciſe of praiſe. Call upon your 
ſoul, and all that is within you, to bleſs the Lord, 
and not to forget his benefits. Let your language 
be, What ſhall I render to the Lord for all his be- 
nefits towards me? I will take the cup of ſalvation, 
and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my 
vows to the Lord, now in the preſence of all his 
N f 


When all thy mercies, O my God, 


My riſing ſoul ſurveys, 
Tranſported with the view, I'm loft © 
In wonder, love and praiſe. 


But to go a ſtep farther. The Lord's people ae 


not only chargeable with unthankfulneſs, but, in 


ſome caſes, with an unſuitable behaviour, amidſt 
the favours they receive from his hand. When his 
benefits have been ſhowered down upon us in great 
abundance, our hearts have ſtill been barren, and 


our lives unfruitful. Nay, perhaps, aſter ſweet 
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ſunk into ſupineneſs, and ſecurity, or been drawn 


to folly.” 
And as it is an evil thing and bitter that any ſhould 
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aſide by temptation, and captivated afreſh by the 


ſin which eaſily beſets us. This is ſhameful. in- 


deed. * The Lord will ſpeak peace unto his peo- 


ple, and to his ſaints ; but let them not turn again 


There is great need for this caution. 


ſin againſt God, it is more eſpecially ſo in thofe 
who have received peculiar favours from him. The 
more kindneſs he hath ſhewn to any one, and the 


greater is the aggravation of his offences. On this 


ground it was, that the Lord thus ſpoke to his an- 


cient people; O generation, ſee ye the word of 
the Lord! Have I been a wilderneſs to 1/rae!? a 


land of darkneſs? Wherefore ſay my people, We 
are lords; we will come no more unto thee ? Can 
a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire ? 


Vet my people have forgotten me days without 


number. The children of Tfrael and the children 


of Judah have only done evil before me, they 


have only provoked me to anger.” As if all the 
world beſide them were comparatively innocent. 
For as thoſe who have obtained mercy fin againſt 


greater profeſſions. and; engagements on their part, 


ſo they ſin againſt the greateſt advantages and ob- 
gens done upon them by their gow 
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Benefactor. The principles he has imp'anted in 
their hearts are the effects of his favour, and in 


| their own nature ſhould be a defence againſt ſin. 


To have an enlightened mind, a renewed will, ſanc- 
tified affections, and an awakened conſcience; are 
great advantages; - and to' fin againſt all theſe,” is 
an high aggravation of the offence. David ſeems 
to have had a ſenſe of this, when in his penitent 


| acknowledgment of his crimes before God, he ſaid, 
Thou defireſt truth in the inward parts; and in no ; 


hidden part thou ſhalt make me t6 know wiſde 
or, as fome read it, thou haſt made me to abs 
wiſdom : as if he had ſaid, Theſe offences are 
worſe in me than they would have been in thoſe 
who have not theſe corrective principles to reſtrain 
lin, and to lead to the practice of holineſs. | 
We have laid likewiſe, that thoſe who have ob. 
tained mercy fin againſt greater obligations laid 
upon them by their heavenly Father. Thus he 
ſpeaks. by the prophet Hoſea ; I taught Ephraim 3 


to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew * 


not that I healed them. I drew them with cod 
of a man, with bands of love. But my people Þ 
bent to backſliding from me.” In another place, * 
5 Though! have bound and ſtrengthened their arms, 
yet do they imagine miſchief againſt me. I have 
unn the e Wings of my law, but they were 
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counted as a ſtrange thing.“ By others of his holy 


Prophets, the Lord ſpeaks with great emphaſis and = 
energy on this head. My covenant they brake, me 
though I was an huſband unto them.“ When the 
Church is compared to a vineyard, it is aſked, WW 2 
What could have been done more to my vine- 8 
yard that I have not done unto it? Wherefore, 13 
when I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, r 
brought it forth wild grapes? * This ſtrongly ex- 1 
preſſes God's tender care of his people, and their c * 
unworthy return to his goodneſs. 5 
If you, into whoſe hands theſe papers may fall, Ms 
have thus requited the Lord, let the following 10 
pointed addreſs take hold of your conſciences, and pa 
ſink deep into your hearts. I remember thee, a 
"the kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine eſpou- [0-90 
= ſals, when thou wenteſt after me in the wilderneſs, 1 1 
. nin a land that was not ſown. rael was holineſs to N A 
i we Lord, and the firſt-fruits of his increaſe. What P 
1 e have your fathers found in me, that they 
1 . * far from me, + and hays waited after ¶ to ex 
' va: charge 
| * Wherefore broughy it forth poiſonous berries ? 
* Dr. Lowth, Ml cauſe 


+ He that put away En Lite was to give her a bill ſiveet ; 
of divorcement, declaring the cauſe of his ſeparating I ſition, 
himſelf from her. Thus the Almighty condeſcends I or a ba 
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er- 
vanity, and become vain? O my people, what 
have I done unto thee, and wherein have I wearied 
thee? Teſtify againſt me.” Have you any teſti- 
mony to bring againſt the Lord? Has he not always 


dealt with you in great mercy ? And yet you have 


treacherouſly and ungratefully departed from him, 


| Let your repentings be kindled, and your hearts be 


grieved within you, that you have thus requited 
your kind andKimpaſſionate Father. 

| The fins of the ungodly world bring down the 
wrathrof the Almighty upon them. But the ſins of 
God's people grieve him at his heart, ſpeaking after 
the manner of men. They vex his Holy Spiri. 
and provoke his fatherly diſpleaſure. He looked, 
ſo to ſpeak, hat it ſhould be otherwiſe with thoſe 
to whom he had manifeſted ſo much love. In 
all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of 


his preſence ſaved them: in his love and in his pit) ©; 


| 2 e 
to expoſtulate RY us, and 1 what 8 we can 
charge upon him, his government, or his „ e A 
with us, that we forſake him. But here we muſt be 
filent, and lay our hands upon our mouths. No more 
cauſe can be given, than why cattle feeding in a 
ſveet and rich paſture, through their unruly diſpo- 
ſition, break down the hedge to get into a dirty lane, 

or a barren wilderneſs, where notbing 3 is to be batte 
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he redeemed them ;—but they rebelled, and vexed BW me, 
his Holy Spirit.” He complains that he is broken 1 


with their unfaithful conduct, and preſſed with Fathe 


their ſins, as a cart is preſſed with ſheaves. _ [ will 


Among men it is very grievous, when a child, of 


| or a friend, on whom we have beſtowed many fa. My + 


vours and kindneſſes, behaves in a baſe, ungrateful 


and unworthy, manner, We are ready at ſay, © It _ 
it had been an enemy, I could have borne . Do yc 
Thus the Lord, in the paſſages introduced above, ¶ wife: 
addreſſes us in a way which is very familiar and 44 1 
moving, and of which we are capable of judging with 5 
by our own feelings. gain 
When Caſar ſaw. Brutus, on whom he had and n 
conferred. innumerable favours, engaged in the and tr 
conſpiracy againſt his life, he could refrain no my pe 
longer, but cried out, And thou too, Brutus!“ and m 
So may the great Head of the church, the Father I have 
of his people, ſay to us, What thou too, MY ; allure 
ſon, my child, whom I have taken into ſo near a ſpeak « 
relation to myſelf, on whom I have beſtowed Let 
bleſſings without number; to whom I have mani- of 
feſted myſelf repeatedly, as I do not to the world, neſs to 


with whom I have dealt familiarly, and from whom do. 


1 expected returns of love, of honour, and of Hof 13 
grateful obedience; doſt thou deal treacherouſly The iu 


with me; doſt thou withdraw thy affections from MY... 
5 N ee 


give | 
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e ee 
me, give thy heart to another, and trample on my 
laws and commands? Is this thy Kindneſs to thy 
Father and thy Friend! I fay concerning others, 
[ will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and avenge me 
of mine enemies; but what ſhall I ſay to thee ? 


| My thoughts towards thee are thoughts of peace, 


and not of evil. Oh Ephraim, what mall 1 do 
unto thee? O Juda, what ſhall I do unto thee? 
Do you thus angus me, O fooliſh Trey and un- 
wiſe f 

J have de uſe of gentle m means jor e 
with you. I have ſought to win your love, and 
gain your hearts. But my kindneſs is diſeſteemed, 
and my love ſlighted. Behold I will melt thee, 
and try thee; for how Thall I do to the daughter of 
my people? I will hedge up her way with thorns, 
and make a wall that ſhe ſhall not find her paths. 
I have ſeen her ways and I will heal her. I will 


allure her, and bring her into the wilderneſs, and PETE 


ſpeak comfortably unto her. 

Let this view of the favour and loving kindneſs 
of che Lord towards you, and of your own unkind- 
neſs towards him, affect your hearts as it ought to 
do. What hath the Moſt High God, the poſſeſſor 
of heaven and earth, that he with-holds from you? 
The ſun,. the moon, and the ſtars are ordained to 
„n * The treaſures of the ſea and the 
Ba Iand 


168 


land are for your uſe. The angels. a are ſervants to 
| your heavenly Father; they diſdain not to miniſter 
to your comfort. They afford you protection byl 
day, and watch . 1 1 8 in the 90g! it 


ſeaſon. e 70 8 


bis people have I formed for myſelf; they 
XY fall ſhew forth my praiſe. You are his work. 
manſhip, not only as men, but as chriſtians, eres. 
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God has given his 25 begonen 8 Soni to pation 
you, and his bleſſed Spirit to guide and TanEtiy 
you. Nay, he gives himſelf to you. He is your 
Father, your Portion, your Huſband, and your 
Friend. You ſhall, by and by, dwell in the ſame 


heaven where he reſides. You ſhall be fed at his 
| table, and drink of his cup. Thou ſhalt make 
them drink of the river of thy pleaſures.” 0 


What an honour is this! And yet no part of it is ob. 
tained by your works, or beſtowed for your deſerts 
It is all freely given, through the meritorious 
death of him who hung upon the tree. But re. 
member, that the tribute of grateful obedience 15 
due from you. The Lord expects this at your 
hands. He has formed you for this very end. 


ted in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works, which God 
"hath before ordained that you ſhould walk in them. 
You are bleſſed with exiſtence, and with an in 


tereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, that * may by to him 
: name 
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ns to name and a praiſe, both in time and to eternity, in 
uſterſ this world and that which is to come. O let a 
44 b2 ſenſe of his goodneſs to you, and of your-unſuitable 
night returns, humble your hearts before him, and quic ken 
. you to diligence, watchfulneſs and circumſpeRion, 
Qi through the Whole of your 3 width 
your Dear Saviour, when my thoughts rear”; 
you The wonders of thy grace 
ſame Low at thy feet aſham'd I fall, 
at his And hide my eee face. . 
make | 3 
0 Shall hve like thine be thy 1 
s ob. A vile, ungrateful heart! 12 . 
ſert f By earth s low cares detain'd, betray 4 : 
riou! From Jeſus to depart. 85 Wo * >. 
it re- | | #, 5 
Bs | From 1 hn alone can give . oy D 


True pleaſure, peace, and reſt; : 
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. When wand' ring from my Lord, 1 le N 
they rae tos unbleſt. CE E-R0 ah. 
WM 5 bogs, he, for His own mercy”'s fake, a . | 
God My ftraying ſoul reſtores; ss : 
"ED. He bids my mourning heart partake 1 
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Oh! while I breathe to thee, my Lord, 0 
| / The penitential ib. 6 
Preſn vigour to my ſoul afford, . 2 ks. 

Then ſhall the mourner at thy feet, 0 
| n With fervour ſeek thy face; LY 
bt | And grateful own how kind, how ſweet he 
Wo Is wy reſtoring grace. 4 4 
; | ; toc 
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' The Subject improved by Way Examination. 


* 


FF the favour of God be the life of his. people, it 
ſurely becomes us to inquire, with ſeriouſneſs 
and ſolemnity, whether we ourſelves are intereſted 

in this great privilege or not. Oh that this weighty 

concern-might be cleared up to the ſatisfaction of 
every attentive and ſolicitous reader! The in- 

quiry of ſuch will be, How ſhall I' know that I 

am in a ftate of acceptance and favour with God?“ 

In order to aſſiſt you a little in this caſe, through 

the divine bleſſing, I would ” leave to * Pole 

a few plain queſtions, 
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Have you ever been awakened to a ſenſe of 
God's diſpleaſure. againſt you, becauſe of your of- 
fences? Have you ever been brought under deep 
conviction, that the Judge and Governor of the 
world is juſtly angry with you, as tranſgreſſors 


of his holy laws? Has the horrible nature of fin 
ever been opened to your view; ſo that your ſouls- 


have been afflicted on account of it? Has the guilt 
of ſin ever laid on your conſciences, as a burden 


too heavy for you to bear? And have you ever 
been brought to exclaim with the prophet 7/azah, 
= Woe is me, I am -undone, becauſe Lam a man 
ol unclean lips.“ 


When David poured out his varitivariat con- 5 


feſſions before God, he ſpake of a broken heart, $ 
and complained of the anguiſh he felt, as being like | 


that occaſioned by broken bones. The arrows of 
the Almighty ſtuck faſt in him; there was no reſt 
in his bones becauſe of his ſin; he even roared 
by reaſon of the difquietneſs of his ſpirit. Our 
Lord repreſents the condition of poor ſouls, who 


come to him, as a weary and burdened one. Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 


and I will give you reſt.” Job complains, that the 
terrors of God ſet themſelves in array againſt him. 
Peter's hearers, When God gave them repentance, 
were * to the heart. Paul had —— law opened 
Ps 2 to 
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to him in fuck a manner, that his ſins revived, and 
he died; his deluſive hopes and comforts were at 


an end; and the law, which was originally ordained 
to life, he found to be unto death. | 


The law is our ſchool-maſter, to bring us unto 


Chriſt ; its terrors are uſually ſeen and felt, in ſome 
degree, before we experience the grace and comforts 
of the goſpel. An apprehenſion of divine wrath 


commonly - precedes the diſcoveries of pardoning 


love; and fin is made bitter to us, before we taſte 


that the Lord is gracious. We receive not the con- 


ſolation ariſing from God's favour, generally ſpeak- 
ing, till we have ſeen ourſelves in danger of his 
everlaſting diſpleaſure. The poor ſinner perceives 
that he is in a ſtate of condemnation and ruin, 


and owns that it is of the Lord's mercy he is alive, 


and not ſent to that place of puniſhment which his 
.crimes have deſerved. His mouth is ſtopped by 
the conſciouſneſs of his guilt, ſo that he is con- 
vinced it would be juſt in God to caſt him off for 


ever. 


I am far from having any deſign to fix a ſtandard 


for the degree of penitential diſquietude. The con- 


victions of ſome are attended with much more 


terror than thoſe of others; I am farther ſtill from 
having any intention to ſuggeſt, that a long courſe 


of time is hege ar ke bor theſe diſcoveries. Peter's 


hearers 


2 


rs 


, 
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hearers were brought to a ſenſe of their ſins, and 


to diſcoveries of pardoning mercy on the ſame day, 
in the ſame place, if not under the ſame ſermon. 


The jailor at Philippi ſaw himſelf a loſt ſinner, 


and rejoiced in the ſalvation of Jeſus; the ſame 


night. 


But I do not find any inſtance in the word of 
God, of a man's being filled with the comforts of 
divine love and favour, who has never had any 
ſenſe of the evil of fin, or of his own miſerable. 
and undone ſtate. That faith does not appear to be 
of the ſaving kind, which is not accompanied with 
repentance from dead works. It is uſual for poor 


ſinners to have their minds enlightened to ſee the 
nature and number of their crimes, and to be filled 
with awful apprehenſions of the dreadful malignity 
of ſin, before they are brought to rejoice in God's 
favour and pardoning love. * In that day thou ſhalt 


ſay, O Lord I will praiſe thee; for though thou 


waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou comforteſt me. Behold God is my ſal- 


vation; I will truſt, and not be afraid; for the 


Lord Jehovah is my ſtrength and my ſong ; he is 
alſo become my ſalvation.” i 
I would aſk you farther, Have you been con- 


vinced that the whole world cannot procure you. 


an intereſt in the divine favour ? That neither angels | 
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in heaven, nor men on earth; that neither riches, 
honours, gifts, endowments, nor qualifications of 
any kind, can reconcile you to God? Are you 
perſuaded that thouſands of rams, and ten thou- 
ſands of rivers of oil would be of no avail in this 
caſe ? That ſhould all the holy men on earth unite 
with the ſaints in heaven to procure your pardon, 
they would not prevail? That ſhould Noah, Da- 
met and Job, Lot, Moſes and Samuel ſtand up to 
turn away the wrath of God from you, they would 
not ſucceed? That if all the angels in heaven 
| ſhould intercede for you, their interpoſition would 
not be ſufficient? Nay, have you been made ſen- 
fible that your own prayers, tears, faſtings, and 
humiliations cannot atone for the leaſt of your of- 


fences ? That nothing wrought in you, or per- 


formed by you, can make amends for what you 
have done amiſs, pacify divine wrath, or entitle 


you to the favour and acceptance of deb bol Being 


againſt whom you have ſinned? 

He who i is under the teachings and guidance of 
the holy Spirit of God, is fully perſuaded, that his 
own righteouſneſs is but as filthy rags in point of 
merit; that no qualifications he can bring, will be 
of any avail; that nothing can give ſatisfaction to 
injured juſtice,” but a ſacrifice of infinite value; 
and Tach iS the ſacrifice which Jeſus Chrift has 

| offered. 


— 
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offered, It is the blood of that Lamb of God alone / 
which cleanſeth from all ſin, who, by one offering, 
hath - perfefted for ever them that are ſanctified. 
The ſinner who is taught of God, dares not ap- 
proach the divine throne but through a Mediator. 
He knows that acceptance with him is only in the 


Beloved; in whom the Father hath declared him- 
ſelf well-pleaſed. He knows that juſtice muſt have 
full ſatisfaction, and that this is no where to be 
found, but in the atonement which the Son of 
God made, when he appeared in the end of the 


world, to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf.” 


I will aſk you again ; Have you earneſtly ſought 
reconciliation with God through the Redeemer ?. 
Though there is nothing meritorious in all your 
ſeeking, yet this is the appointed mean of coming, 


to the enjoyment of a ſenſe of intereſt in the divine 


favour. If the ſubjects of an earthly potentate have 
been guilty of treaſonable practices againſt his 


throne and government, and he has made it known 
to them, that he will not be reconciled, except 


they ſeek his favour through the mediati of his 
ſon and heir, the offending ſubjects can have no 
ground to expect a reinſtatement in their prince's 
favour, ſo long as they neglect the appointed way. 
Herod was highly diſpleaſed with the men of 

Tyre and Sidon ; but they « came with one accord to. 
| him, 
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him, and 3 made Bla/tus, the king's cham- 
| berlain, their friend, deſired peace. Have you 


proceeded in ſome ſuch way as this, in ſeeking 


at God's hand the life of your ſouls.? Do you ſeek 
his favour through the mediation, the ſatisfaction, 
and the interceſhon of Jeſus? He has rendered 


the divine throne approachable by ſinners. He is. 


the way, the truth, and the life; no man can come 
to the Father but by im. He hath delivered ſin- 
ners from the wrath to come, having made peace 
by the blood of his croſs. He gave himſelf, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God. 
Foſeph ſaid to his brethren, © Ye ſhall not lee my 
face, unleſs ye bring your brother Benjamin. So, 

in effect, the Lord ſays to us, Expect no favour 
with me, but only through him in whom I have de- 
clared myſelf well-pleaſed.” 
Do you then make it the buſineſs of your lives 

to ſeek the bleſſings of grace through the Re- 
deemer ? Do you daily come to the Father by him, 
entreating his favour with your whole hearts? 
Jeſus is le to fave to the uttermoſt all that come 


- unto the Father 2 him. “ 
* 


We conſider the I 80 writings as exhibiting 
a full, free, and everlaſting ſalvation, by Jeſus Chriſt, 


For the chief of ſinners; we conſider the teſtimony 
of 
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Permit me to aſk you another queſtion; What 
tokens of favour have you received from that 
God whom you thus ſeek? Have you experienced 
thoſe powerful convictions of ſin which we have 
8 | men- 


of God concerning his incarnate Son, as a complete 
warrant for the moſt guilty and ungodly to believe 
in him. The word of grace, reſpecting the perfect 
work of Chriſt, being viewed in this light, is de- 
ervedly, and by way of ſingular wn called, 
The glad tidings. = 

Nothing is requiſite, in order to a participation of 
Chriſt and his benefits, but a grant from God. It is 
not under the notion of poſſeſſing any virtuous diſpo- 
ſition; of being, by good habits and qualities, diſtin- 
guiſhed from other men; of being well humbled for 
ſin; or of being deeply awakened in conſcience, that 
ſinners muſt firſt believe in Jeſus. No: but as tranſ- 
greſſors; as in a periſhing ſtate; and as having no- 
thing to preſerve them from deſpair, except what the 
leripture ſays concerning Chriſt, his offices, and his 
grace. 

But there is a great and palpable Aren betwetn 
perſons, while in their native ſtate, being authoriſed 
to believe in Jeſus; and their being warranted, while 
in that condition, to conclude themſelves to be in the 
favour of God, and to expect final happineſs. It is a 
croſs miſtake, to ſuppoſe, that whoever. is warranted, / 

to 
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mentioned above, as common to all the ſaved of 


nod ved £-que que 


the Lord ? When you have read ſome portion of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, or heard the word preached, 


hath the Holy ſet home your hearts and 
con- 


to believe on Chriſt, is, at the very ſame inſtant, 


merely on the ſame ground, and while an unbeliever, 
equally authorized to expect everlaſting life. 
For he that believes on Chriſt, looks to him as 


juſtiſying the ungodly ; but he who, on ſcriptural 
grounds, hopes for future. felicity, expects it as a 
believer; as in a juſtified ſtate; as having a turn of 


heart, in ſome degree ſuited to the employments and 


enjoyments of heaven. Becauſe. without holineſs no 


man ſhall fee the Lord. ; 

Did Paul, for inſtance, believe in Jeſus ? It was 
under the conſideration of himſelf, as a blaſphemer, 
a perſecutor, and the chief of ſinners. Did he rejoice 


in hope? It was, as having received the atonement ; | 
as bearing the image of Chriſt; and as having a ſpiri- 
tual rehfh for heavenly things. The fin ner believes: 


the believer hopes. 
Nor can any man beheve in Chriſt, and continue a 


rebel againſt God: for ſovereign mercy, when it re- 
lie ves the conſcience, alters the bias of the heart, and 


forms the character anew. God, in the exerciſe and 


manifeſtation of pardoning grace to rebels, makes 


them his friends. Thus divine goodneſs leads to re- 


pentance, 


pent: 
pineſ 
be fe: 

Th 
Zoot / 
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i what you have read or heard, ſaying 
to you, as Nathan to David, Thou art the man?“ 
The Lord dwells with thoſe, in the manifeſtations 
of his favour, who tremble at his word; who hear 
and read it with holy.awe, humble reverence, and 
godly fear. Has this been your caſe? Has the 
word of God dwelt on your hearts with abiding ef- 
ficacy and energy? It is heard and read by many 
others, but it dwells in them that believe, and 
works effectually in them. This is an indication 
of ſpecial favour. 

Do you. experience the gracious operations of 
the bleſſed Spirit in the private exerciſes of reli. 
gion? How do you find it with you in the duties 
of prayer, meditation, and ſelf-examination 2 What 
humiliation for ſin, what elevation of deſire, of 
hope and truſt, do you experience from time to 
time? If we are intereſted; in the divine favour, 
the Spirit helpeth our infirmities, making interceſ- 
ſion for us, with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered; and he that ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth 


pentance, to holineſs, and to hope of everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. There is e with God that he may 
be feared, 

This ſubjeQ is very judiciouſly handled | in Mr, 
Booth's Glad Tidings to periſhing Sinners. 5 
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99 
what is the mind of the Spirit, becauſe he maketh 


interceſſion for the ſaints according to the will of 


God. The drawing, the melting, and invigorating 


influences of the Spirit, in your retired moments, 
are unknown to men, but they are known to him 


with whom you have to do; and moſt certainly 
they ought to be reckoned l the tokens of his 
favour. | | 

Are you abidingly impreſſed with a ſedi of the 
en and the beauty of holineſs? Is the re- 
ligion of Jeſus, amidſt all the difficulties and trials 


which attend it, that which you moſt ſincerely and 


heartily approve? Do you chuſe to ſuffer affliction 


with the people of God, rather than enjoy the plea- 
ſures of fin which are but for a ſeaſon ? Though 
you are often in heavineſs through manifold temp- 


tations, yet perhaps there are ſeaſons when wil- 


dom's ways are attended with pleaſantneſs and 


peace to your ſouls. The truths and promiſes of 
the goſpel are the joy and rejoicing of your hearts. 


Surely. theſe are indications of favour. It is not 
thus with thoſe whoſe minds are alienated from 


the life of God. 


You perhaps experience, at ſome ſeaſons, gra- 


cious and comfortable returns of prayer. In dark- 


neſs, trouble, and perplexity, you have poured 
out your complaint before God. and he has wrought 


out 
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out deliverance for you. Let not theſe inſtances 


of divine favour: be overlooked. In the day 
when I cried,” ſays the Pſalmiſt,'** thou anſweredſt 
me, and ſtrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my 
ſoul. I called upon the Lord, and he heard me, 


and delivered me out of my diſtreſſes.” The to- 


kens of divine favour have been granted to you 
when you have been ſeeking them, by prayers, 
and tears; and humiliations. The gracious pro- 
miſes of the God of truth have thus been accom- 


pliſhed in your behalf, ſo that you have been con- 


ſtrained to ſay, Thou haſt dealt well with thy 
ſervant, according to thy word.” 

You can, perhaps, recolle& ſome happy eam 
when the Lord has manifeſted himſelf to you with 
ſuch clear diſcoveries of his ſpecial love, as that 


with him, bearing witneſs with your ſpirits that | 
you were the children of God, ſo that you could 
lay, with humble confidence, I know that my 


Redeemer liveth.” The Lord was ready to ſave 


you when your heart was fainting, and your fleſh'_ 
failing; his ſatisfying! comforts came in ſo ſea- 
ſonably, as to bring you back, as it were, from 
the gates of death. When you were faying, «© Will 
he be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean 
No. XV, 1. | 2 gone 
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gone for ever? Will he be fayourable no-more * 
You have then, in the hour of your extremity, ex- 


perienced, that he has turned your darkneſs into 
day; he has put off your ſackcloth, and girded you 
with gladneſs. The effects of theſe manifeſtations 


gave evidence to you whence they proceeded. 


For if the king's favour is as dew upon the graſs, 
the favour of the King of kings muſt have a 


kindly influence on the heart to draw. it to himſelf, 


and to make the ſoul fruitful in his ways. 
This leads me to aſk you, What 1s your beha- 


viour towards God? When indulged with tokens 


of his love, do you welcome them, prize 'them, and 
bear. them in remembrance? We pay great atten- 


tion to the tokens of love which we receive from 


our earthly friends. Their gifts are laid up a- 
mong our choiceſt treaſures. We put a high 
value on the leaſt expreſſions of regard from thoſe 
whom we ſincerely love. Surely then we ſhould 
be greatly affected with every indication of our 

Redeemer's favour, and fay to him, © Becauſe 


thy loving kindneſs is better than life, my lips 
ſhall praiſe thee. Thus will I bleſs thee while I 


live; I will lift up my hands in thy name. My 


foul ſhall be ſatisfied with marrow and fatneſs; 


and my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips, 


awhen I remember thee an my bed, and medi- 


tate 
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tate on thee in he night watches; becauſe thou 


haſt been my help, therefore in the ſhadow of ny 
wings will I rejoice,” * 

After ſuch gracious ncanif lows of divine fa- 
vour, are you excited to watchfulneſs and circum- 
ſpection? A. perſon who travels in a ſtrange 
country, having rich jewels, and other valuable ar- 
ticles in his poſſeſſion, is conſtantly on his guard, 
leſt he ſhould be robbed of his treaſure.” Do you 
proceed with the ſame caution, leſt fin, Satan, or 


. deluding world ſhould deprive you of your. 


A meme What Ezra e in 1 to· 
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wel Join was nd the diſciple — 5 7: VE. lned. 
And where will heraldry, among all her boaſted titles - 
of honour, find one that can ſtand in competition 


with that which was conferred upon him? He was 


beloved of Jeſus, who-was himſelf the beloved of the 


Father. Could we ſuppoſe a prince to reign univerſal 
monarch over all the kingdoms of the world, the ſole 


fountain of every kind of earthly honour to every in- 


dividual man under the whole heavens, how gladly, 


at the hour of death, would he reſign all, to be the 


beloved diſciple of ſuch a Maſter? And if nothing 
be eſteemed too high a price for the favour of an 
earthly ſovereign, a man, whoſe breath is in nis noſ- 
trils, how ſhould we value the love of him who 
abideth for ever, and will make us anne of his 


on immortality ba 
| Bp. Horne's ſermon on The beloved Dikible. 
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dhe Iffaelites in general, may be juſily referred to 


in this caſe; And now, for a little ſpace, grace 


hath been ſhewed from the Lord our God, that 
our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a 


little reviving in our bondage; ſhould we again 


break his commandments, — he not de angry | 


"with us? 

Do you endeavour to camfem others with the 
comforts wherewith you have been comforted of 
God? Do you ſpeak well of his name? Do you 
tell of his ſalvation from day to day, among fuch 
as are likely to profit by the relation? Are you 
_ faying, * Come and hear, ye that fear God, and 

I will tell you what he hath done for my ſoul?” 

Do theſe inſtances of divine favour make you 
long for the heavenly ſtate, where you ſhall be in 
no danger of offending God, or of being deprived 
of the light of his countenance? Do you love and 
long for the Redeemer's appearance? Is the lan- 


guage of your ſoul hke that of holy men of old, 


* When ſhall I come and appear before God in 
Zion! How long ſhall I dwell in Me/ech, and ſo- 
journ in the tents of Kedar ? When ſhall I be in 
- the preſence of my Saviour, where there is fulneſs 
of joy, and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures 
for evermore! When ſhall I behold his face in 


moines, awake in his likeneſs, and be fatis- 
fied! 


— 
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fied! I ſhall then know that in his 8 is life. 
If it be ſo delightfully tranſporting to taſte that he 


is gracious here below, what will it be to dwell 
with him for ever above! In my fleſh ſhall I ſee 


| God, in the perſon of his Son, not through a glaſs 


darkly, but face to face. O bleſſed day! When 
ſhall it dawn; when my willing ſoul ſhall take her 
flight above the ſun, the moon, and the ſtarry lamps 


of heaven, into the immediate preſence of my Sa- 


viour! 


Come love, come life, and that bleſt day 
For which [ languiſh, come away! 46 


But let me farther aſk you, What is your beha- 


viour towards God, in the general courſe of your 


life? If you are the beloved of God, and called 
to be ſaints,, ſome evidence of this muſt appear, 
both in the frame of your ſpirits, and in your out- 
ward converſation. Are you afraid of doing any 
thing that may grieve the Holy Spirit? Do you 
hate fin, and fly from it, becauſe it is offenſive to 


the Moſt High? When temptations to that which 
is evil preſent themſelves, do you repel them like 


Joſeph, How ſhall I do this wickedneſs, and fin 


_ againſt God!“ Do you reverence the commands of 


Lion's King, endeayouring to yield obedience to 
them, and making it the conſtant care and buſi - 
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neſs of your lives to cleave to God with full pur- 


poſe of heart, and to walk worthy of him who has 
called you to his eternal Kingdom and glory? Can 


you fay with the apoſtle Paul, Herein do I ex- 
.erciſe myſelf ſo as to have always a conſcience void 
of offence, both towards God, and towards men?“ * 


Do you daily wait upon God in all thoſe ways : 


and ordinances where he has promiſed to meet his 
children, and to afford his gracious preſence? Do 
you ſeek to enjoy him in the uſe of the appointed 

: | means? 

4 the Son of God became the Son of man, 

why ſhould it ſeem a thing incredible, that the ſons 

of men ſhould become the ſons of God? Beloved, 
now are we the ſons of God; and it doth not 
yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know, that 
when Chriit, who is our life, ſhall appear, then Thall 
we alſo appear with him in glory ; ; for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is. 

Jo a chriſtian the ind of the art comes 
with redoubled force; © Reverence yourſelf.” Con- 
fider to whom you are related, by whom you have 

been begotten again to a lively hope of an unfading 
inheritance. The ſtock from which you are ſprung 
is noble, it is royal, it is divine. Difgrace it not by 
baſe and unworthy actions. Your inheritance is with 
the ſaints in light; have no fellowſhip with the 
works of darkneſs. Let your education: be ſuitable 
to your birth, your conduct en to . en. 


pectations.“ | : 
B p. Horne's Senden on The Word Incarnale 
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means? And are you diſſatisfied when you have 
not nearneſs to God, and communion with him in 
thoſe means? He who looks for his felicity in the 5 


divine favour is ready to ſay, One thing have I 
deſired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after; that 1 
may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 


inquire in his temple. When thou faideft, Seek 


ye my face, my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, 
Lord, will I ſeek. Hide not thy face far from me; 


put not thy ſervant away in anger; thou haſt been 
my help; leave me not, neither forſake me, O God 
of my falvation.” It this be your caſe, you will be 
troubled when your heavenly Father with-holds 


the light of his countenance, and ſuſpends the com- 
fortable ſenſe of his favour. You will lay it deeply 


to heart, and ſay, Caſt me not away from thy 


preſence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 


Reſtore unto me the joy of thy gray fo and d up- | 


hold me with thy free Spirit.” : 

What is the diſpoſition of your mi towards 
thoſe who are of the houſehold of faith? Are 
thoſe your tavourites who appear to be intereſted 
in God's favour ? Do you efteem thoſe the ex- 


cellent of the earth, and is your delight in hem? : 


Do you honour them that fear the Lord ? Are they 
amiable in your eyes, becauſe wy bear the image 
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* „9, . 
of Chriſt, embrace his truth, obey his commands. 
and follow his example? God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love, awelleth! in God, and God 


in him.“ 


Is the body of ſin your greateſt burden? „ 


ing againſt it, weary of it, and groaning under it 
do you cry, from time to time, with the holy 
apoſtle Paul, O wretched man that I am ! Who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death?“ 
Are you laying aſide every weight, and the fin 
which eaſily beſets you, that you may run with pa- 
tience the race which is ſet before you? Are you 
hungering and thirſting after righteouſneſs, for. 
getting the things behind, and reaching forth to the 
things before, do you preſs towards the mark for 
the prize of your high calling of God in Chrilt 
Jeſus? This is the diſpoſition of thoſe who are in- 
tereſted in the divine favour. He that hath this 
Hope in him, purifieth himſelt even as he is pure.“ 
Finally, do you love God, though you have ſome 
doubts reſpecting his love to you? Is he the object 
of your fupreme deſire, When you have no ſen- 
ſible experience of his favour? The woman of 
Syrophemicia followed Jeſus when he ſeemed to flee 
from her; ſhe renewed her requeſt, and repeated 
her entreaties, when he appeared to be deaf to her 


nes, and to treat her with total neglect. She 
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could not give up the point, though: every thing 
ſeemed to make againſt her. This hath frequently _ 
been the caſe with thoſe who are the objects of the 


divine favour. We find one ſaying, « My ſoul. 


followeth hard after thee;”” another, Though I 
cry and ſhout, yet he ſhutteth out my prayer; and 
a third, Though he flay me, yet will 1 truſt in 
him,” Theſe are ſtrong expreſſions of love to 
God, and, as ſuch, evidences of intereſt in bis 
favour. 


Where ſhall the tribes of Adam find 

The ſov'reign good to fill the mind ? 
Le ſons of moral wiſdom, ſhow _ 
The ſpring whence living waters flow. 


Say, will the Stoic's Alinty heart 

Melt, and this cordial juice impart ? - 
Could Plato find theſe blifeful ſtreama, 
Amongſt his raptures and-his dreams ? 


In vain I aſk; for nature's pow'r'' '/ 
Extends but to this mortal hour: Los 
Twas but a poor relief ſhe gave | 
Againſt the terrors of the grave. | 


JESUS, our kinſman, and our bop, 1 
Array d in majeſty and blood, F 
3 Thou art our Life ; our fouls in be. | 1 oh : 

Poſſeſs ban felicity,  ” 7: 3 
All. 
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All our immortal hopes are laid peo 
In thee our Surety and our Head, i g00 
Thy croſs, thy cradle, and thy throne, all ! 
Are big with glories yet unknown, the 


Let atheiſts ſcoff, and Fews blaſpheme bleſ 
Th' eternal life, and Jeſus” name; are! 
A word of his almighty breaengn With 

Dooms the rebellious world to death. | Chr 

But let my ſoul for ever lie [eO'2D 

Beneath the favour of thine eye „ © thoſe 

'Tis heav'n on earth, 'tis heav'n above, T ight 

To ſee thy face, to taſte thy love. To t 
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The Subject farther improved, by Way of Inftrudtion 


and Exhortation. 


PERMIT me to addreſs you, my deat fellow- 
| ſinner, who are reſting ſatisfied with the com- }Wiicd 1 
mon bounties of God's providence, without being I darkr 
concerned to know your intereſt in his ſpecial but 
favour. The bleſſings you daily receive from the Nand ir 
indulgent hand of the univerſal Parent of mankind, 

ſhould excite in you earneſt deſires after thoſe ſpe-M * 7 
cial tokens of his love, by which his peculiar Wiorld! 
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* 94 


people are diſtinguiſhed from all others, God is 
good and kind to all. His tender mercies are over 


all his works. He is kind to the unthankful and 
the evil; but his own children are partakers of 
bleſſings of a more exalted nature than thoſe which 
are beſtowed on men in general. He bleſſeth them 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things, in 
Chriſt Jeſus. The Lord maketh his ſun to ſhine 
promifcuouſly on the juſt and the unjuſt ; but on 
thoſe who fear his name, he cauſeth the Sun of 
righteouſneſs to ariſe, with healing under his wings. 
To thoſe who acknowledge him not, he gives rain 
from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their 


hearts with food and gladneſs ; but his ſalvation is 


nigh them that fear im. Can you be ſatisfied - 
with the former without the latter ? Do you crave 
nothing more at his hands than health and wealth, 
carthly honours and outward comforts? Do you 
not know, that many have had a large ſhare of theſe 
things, who have lived without God in the world, 
died in their fins, and gone down to the regions of 
larkneſs? Dives fared ſumptuouſly every day; 
but what was his end? He died, he was buried, 
and in hell he lifted up his eyes.“ 3 
* The fading nature of all thoſe things on Which 
worldly men place 2525 affections, is ſet forth to s 
3% ͤ ðꝙ in 


* 
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It is recorded concerning Martin Luther, that he 
uſed to ſay, I will not be put off with a worldly 
portion. And is ſuch a portion all that you defire? 

SAD ALT ESL | 1 SGWaup- 


in the ſcriptures, under the expreſſive image of a 


dream. A dream is fleeting and tranſitory, a Whole 
night pafſeth away in it as one hour, or one moment, 
ſince; during ſleep, we have no idea of the ſucceſſion 
of time. Knoweſt thou not this of old,” fays 
 Zophar; in the book of Job, * fince man was placed 
upon earth, that the triumphing of the wicked is 
ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a mo- 


ment? Though his excellency mount up to the 
heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet he 


ſhall periſh for ever like his own dung; they who 
have ſeen him ſhall ſay, Where is he? He ſhall fly 
away as a dream, and ſhall not be found; yea, he 
- ſhall be chaſed away as a viſion of the night.? 

„How are they brought into deſolation,” - ſays 
David, © as in a moment; they are utterly conſumed 
with'terrors! As a dream when one awaketh, ſo, O 
Lord, ſhalt thou make their image to vaniſn.“ Such 
a ſtate of delufion is the ſtate of the world; ſo vain, 
ſo incoherent, ſo tranſitory, are the ſchemes and de- 
ſitzns of worldly men. And however important they 
may appear to the projectors of them, at the time, 
yet moſt certain it is, that what the ſcripture faith of 
Pharaok, may be ſaid with equal truth of every man 
when he comes to die, whoſe chief thought and care 
have been taken up about the things of this world, 
5 He awoke, and, behold, it was a dream! ? 


th; 
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Suppoſing your wiſhes were gratihed with riches 
in abundance, houſes and lands, and all manner of 
earthly proſperity; what would all theſe avail in 
that awful hour which is approaching, when your 
ſoul muſt be ſummoned to appear before the judg- 
ment - ſeat of Chriſt? Will the ſuperior advantages 
you have enjoyed in this world procure you favour 
in that court? Will the Judge ſupreme be a re- 
ſpecter. of ;perſons, regarding the rich more than 
the poor? No; all worldly diſtinctions will then 
be over. Little do thoſe conſider this, who are 
eagerly graſping after what the ſcriptures call filthy 
lucre, and violating conſcience to acquire it. But 
let them know, that ** as the partridge ſitteth on eggs, 
and hatcheth them not, ſo he that getteth riches, 
and not by, right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of 
his days, and at his end ſhall be a fool.“ 

Let me entreat you, reader, to direct your aims 
to ſomething higher than ſuch a portion as à man | 
may poſſeſs in this world, and yet be miſerable in 
the next. Look, with earneſt ſolicitude, for that 
of which death cannot deprive you. * Godlineſs 
is profitable to all things, having the promiſe of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.“ 
In the favour of God is life everlaſting. * This 
is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” His fa- 
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wpned £5460 460 
vour indeed will ſweeten and ſeaſon all outward 
enjoyments. To the wicked God ſays, I will 
even curſe your bleſſings, yea, I have curſed them 
already.” But to his own children, every creature 


of God is good, being ſanctified with the word of 


God, and prayer. What a happineſs is it, when « 
man, by temporal enjoyments, as by the cords of 
love, is drawn nearer to the Giver of all good- 
Learn to form a proper eſtimate of the outward 
bleſſings of providence, and not to over-rate them. 
Surely you muſt be ſenſible that the enjoyment of 


God, the love of Chriſt, and the in-dwelling of 


the Holy Spirit, together with the bleſſings of 
pardon of fin, peace of conſcience, and an eter- 
nal weight of glory, are infinitely preferable to 
any thing of a worldly nature. There is no room 


for compariſon here. The things which are ſeen 


are but temporal, but thoſe which are not ſeen are 
eternal. Elevate your thoughts, extend your de- 
_ fires, and ſtretch the pinions of your ſouls above 
the periſhable enjoyments of this tranſitory world; 
ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, ſo far 
as to infinite wiſdom may ſeem beſt for you.“ 


A crown of everlaſting glory is not ſurely ſuch 
a trifle as to be thrown away on a careleſs creature, 
who 
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To excite you to what we are now recommend- 
ing, the examples of the beſt and wiſeſt men that 
ever lived upon earth are ſet before you. Enock, 
Noah, Abraham, IJaac and Facob ; Moſes, Foſhua, 
Samuel and David, all the holy prophets, patri- 
archs and apoſtles; the noble army of martyrs and 


confeſſors; the great cloud of witneſſes with winch 


we are compaſſed about, renounced this world, 


and looked for their felicity in God's favour. Nor 


were they diſappointed ; they are now triumphing 
in his bliſsful preſence above. Be you a follower 


Ry + e 


who will not in good earneſt purſue it. Though it is 
freely given, yet that we may not fooliſhly dream of 
enjoying it in the midſt of a courſe of indolence and 


oth, we are expreſsly told in the word of God, that 


* the kingdom of heaven ſuffers violence, and the | 


violent take it by force.” And we are therefore ex- 
horted to ſtrive, with the greateſt intepſeneſs and 
eagerneſs of mind, as the word properly ſignifies, to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate, for this great and important 
reaſon, becauſe many ſhall, another day, ſeek to enter 
in, and ſhall not be able. Nay, when our Lord 
makes the moſt gracious promiſes to the humble peti- 
tioner, he does it in ſuch a manner, as to exclude the 
hopes of thoſe who are careleſs and indifferent.“ Aſk, 
and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 
knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you.” If there- 
fore you do not aſk, ſeek and knock, how can you ex- 
pect the door of mercy to be opened unto you? 
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ok them "I through faith and patience do now in- 


herit the promiſes. Were the- glorified ſaints in 
heaven to addreſs you, would they not,- with one 
voice, invite you to follow them? Would they 


not ſay, Scek the Lord and his ſtrength; ſeek 
his face evermore ?'' They never repented of the 
"happy choice they were enabled to make, when 
on earth they preferred the light of God's coun- 
tenance to the increaſe of corn, of wine, and of 
oil; when they eſteemed all the moſt flattering 
proſpects the world can afford but drofs and dung, 
in compariſon with the excellency of the know- 


ledge of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 


The Bereans are ſtiled noble, for their ready re- 


ception of that goſpel which ſhews how ſinners are 
reconciled to God, through the death of his, Son. 


Men of a noble ſpirit aſpire after great things; and 


what honour can be compared with that of friend- 
ſhip with the King of kings? The miniſters of the 
goſpel, with one voice, pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, 
to be reconciled to God. Your godly neighbours 
and pious relations wiſh this for you above every 

thing elſe. The conſtant ſtudy and endeavour: of 
_ thoſe who hold forth unto you the word of life, 1s 
to bring you to God, This 1s the end of their 
prayers and their preaching. They travail in birth 


with you, till Chriſt be formed in you. They 
would 
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5 think their toils ſufficiently rewarded, if 
ſinners were brought to repentance, and engaged 
in ſeeking the divine favour, with their whole 
hearts. They are willing to ſpend and be ſpent.; 
if they may but, in ſo doing, win ſouls to God. 
As friends of the Bridegroom, they would rejoice 
greatly in the betrothing of ſinners to him. 

To the examples of the beſt of men, to the ear- 
neſt ſolicitude of relations, to the prayers, the tears, 
the entreaties and perſuaſions of miniſters, we may 


add the voice of the dying. Reader, could you 


be preſent with all thoſe who lie on beds of lan- 
guifſhing, and hear the cautions and counſels of en- 
lightened ſouls, who are juſt going to launch forth 
into the eternal world, while capable of expreſſing 
their ſentiments, to what would they call your im- 
mediate and earneſt attention? What would they 
recommend to you, as moſt worthy of your pur- 
ſuit > Would they not all, as with one voice, cry, 
Make it your care to mind the one thing needfu], 

to know Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. Make 
it your care to ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and 
his righteouſneſs ;. to fly for refuge to the hope ſet 
before you; to give diligence to make your calling 
and election ſure; to renounce the world, with all 
its deluding vanities and vexatious cares; to look 
alter the everlaſting welfare of your ſoul, with ear- 
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e futon | 
neſt and unwearied ſolicitude; that you may know 
your intereſt in the divine favour, and be made 
meet to be a 3 of the inheritance of the 
ſaints i „%% ↄ—œͤ Oh 


* © What if to the ne of the dying, we 
could add that of the dead? What if God were to 
turn aſide the veil which ſeparates between us and 
the inviſible world, and to permit the moſt careleſs 
- inner among us to converſe for a few moments with 


the inhabitants of it? If you were to apply yourſelf 


to a happy ſpirit, that trode the moſt thorny road to 
paradiſe, or paſſed through the moſt fiery trial, and 
to aſk him, Was it worth your while to labour ſo 
much, and to endure ſo much for what you now poſ- 
leſs?” Surely, if the bleſſed in heaven were capable of 
indignation, it would move them to hear that it 
ſhould be made a queſtion. | 
And, on the other hand, if you could inquire of 
one tormented in that flame below, though he might 
once be clothed in purple and: fine linen, and fare 
ſumptuouſly every day, if you could aſk him, 
© Whether his former enjoyments were any equiva- 
lent for his preſent ſufferings and deſpair ? What 
| anſwer do you ſuppoſe he would return? Perhaps an 
anſwer of ſo much horror and rage; as you would not 
be able ſo much as to endure. Or if the malignity of 
his nature ſhould prevent him from returning any 
anſwer at all, ſurely there would be a language even 
in that filence, a language in the darkneſs, and flames, 


and groans of that infernal priſon, which would ſpeak ' 
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If none of theſe will prevail with you, let me en- 
treat you to conſider the great end of the Redeemer's 
coming into the world. Was it not to ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt? Did he not die, the juſt 

for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God? 


| Was he not lifted up upon the croſs, that he might 


draw all men unto. him? Why was he a man of 
ſorrows, and acquainted with grief? Why did he. 
agonize in the garden of Geth/emane, and ſweat, as 
it were, great drops of blood falling to the ground? 
Why was he ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and afflicted? 
Why was he bound with cords, ſcourged with rods, 
crowned with thorns, blindfolded, ſpit upon, and 
buffeted ? Why was he led as a lamb to the ſlaugh- 


ter? Why was he nailed to the croſs? And why. 


did he there offer up himſelf without ſpot to God? 
E. ee Was 
to your very ſoul what the word of God is, wit li 
equal certainty, though leſs forcible conviction, ſpeak- 
ing to your ear, that one thing is needful. You ſee it 


is ſo in the judgment of God the Father, and the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the wiſeſt and beſt of men, of 
many, who ſeemed to judge moſt differently of it, 
come to more ſerious and deliberate 
thought, and not only of the dying, but of the dead 
too, of thoſe who have experimentally knewn:both 


worlds, and moſt ſurely know whas, is to be pre- 
ferred.“ 


Dr. Doddridge' O ſermon on the Care of the Soul. 
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Was not all this that he might gain the hearts of 


finners to himſelf, and procure their peace, their 


pardon, their reconciliation to God, and their ever- 

laſting ſalvation? And is this of no weight with 

you ? Are you ſtill unmoved, ſtill ſecure? 
Shall I remind you, how intent the men of the 


world are to obtain the favour of their fellow- crea- 


tures? Many will entreat the favour of the prince, 

and ſeek after the notice and regard of him that 
giveth gifts. The tenant is ſolicitous for the good- 

will of his landlord, on whom he is dependent. In. 
teriors covet the notice of their ſuperiors, and ſome- 
times ſeek to obtain it by obſequiouſly crouching 
to their capricious humours, and by baſe com- 


Pliances with their unreaſonable requiſitions. The 
225 object of this ſolicitude is unworthy the purſuit. 


If it could be gained, where would be the advan- 
tage? * Surely men of low degree are vanity, and 
men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the ba- 
lance, they are altogether lighter than vanity.” But 
the favour of God is life; his ſmile is felicity ; his 
frown is deſtruction. Heaven and earth tremble 
before him when once he is angry. His diſplea- 
ſure may make us miſerable for ever; but the light 
of his countenance will conſtitute the objects of it 
completely and eternally happy. Who then would 


be unconcerned about friendſdir with him ? Surely 


wet 


child of wrath even as others. He that believeth 
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every man, wha wears out his life in ſeeking the- 
regard or the honour which comes from men, 


walketh in a vain ſhew ; ſurely they are diſquieted 


in vain: but now, Lord, what wait J for? my 


hope is in the. | 

Who would, be content to | How for one hour in 
a ſtate of uncertainty, with regard to the favour of 
his Maker and ſupreme' Judge ? It is ſtrange that 
men can purſue the buſineſs and reliſh the pleaſures: 
of life, without the leaſt ſolicitude about the mat- 
ter under conſideration. They regard not him 
who hath directed us to embrace his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, by believing in his name, as our onhy de- 
liverer from the wrath to eome. Kiſs the Son leſt 
he be angry, and ye periſh from the way. when 


his wrath is kindled but a little. Rleſſed are 1 
they that put their truſt in him. If you are in a 
ſtate of impenitence and unbelief, how do you 


know but this day, this night, on this hour, yon 
may be cut off in your ſins, and ſent to the place: 
of puniſhment? © Becauſe there is wrath, beware, 
leſt he take you away with a ſtroke; and then a 
great ranſom cannot deliver you.” Do not ſay, I 
hope it will be otherwiſe. What reaſon have you 


for this hope, ſo long as you are totally regardleſs: 


of the only way of ſafety? You are by nature a 


not, 
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not, the wrath of God abideth on him. If you have 
no ſpiritual acquaintance with Jeſus, if you have 
never come to him, as a loſt and ruined ſinner, 
believing in bis name for the remiſſion of your 
ſins, this is your very caſe. Vour hope therefore 
is all deluſion, 

He that believeth is born of God, and ſhall not 
come into condemnation, but is paſſed from death 
unto life. The change is great. It is a reality, 
and not the wild fancy of an euthufiaſtic mind. 
Do not deceive yourſelf. He who vill be your 
Judge at laſt, who has the key of David, who 
openeth and no man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no 
man openeth, even he hath ſaid, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” To hope for an admittance into the king- 
dom without this change, is to hope for that which, 
in the very nature of things, cannot be. It-is to 
hope that the teſtimony of the King of glory is not 
true. However myſterious that change i is in itſelf, 
which; is ſignified by the new birth, it is made ma- 
nifeſt by its effects. Repentance of ſin, faich in 
Chriſt, love to God, affeftion to his children, and 
new obedience to his will, are its certain conſe- 
quences. If to theſe you are an utter ſtranger, 
deceive not yourſelf by a blind and deluſive hope 


that you are in the favour of God. . 
But 
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But while I would warn you againſt that deceit- 
ful hope which only ſerves to lull you to ſecurity 
in a ſtate of ſin, I would caution you againſt draw- 
ing the fatal concluſion,” that there is no hope for 


you. . You are yet alive, yet on the ground of 


mercy. The glad tidings of ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt are publiſhed in your ears. It is to you 
that wiſdom calls; her voice 1s to the ſons of men. 
To you is the declaration made, Whoſoever will, 

let him come, aud take of the water of life freely. 

The door of mercy is not yet ſhut. The golden 
ſceptre is ſtill held forth. ** Behold now is the 
accepted time ; behold now is the day of ſalvation. 
To-day, if you will hear his voice, harden not 
vour heart.” When once life is gone, in vain will 
ſinners cry for mercy, and ſeek for favour. In 
vain will they then ſay, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
When once the Maſter of the houſe hath riſen up, 
and ſhut the door, it will never be opened again. 
The diſeaſe will then be abſolutely incurable, the 


ſtate of the ſinner entirely hopeleſs, and the ſoul 


undone to all eternity. All opportunity will then 
be paſt. The thought of this is awful beyond we 
that language can expreſs. 

But, my dear fellow-ſinner, this is not your 
cans Mercy's ſparing hand hath yet upheld you, 
and the divine prochumatey:1 is ſtill made to you, 

"29 Let 
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Let the 4 forſake his way, and the un- k 
righteous man his thoughts; ; let him return to the cl 
Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our ar 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.” But the W. 
caſe admits not of one moment's delay. How en 
ſtands your heart affected? If in ſincerity you now ou 
begin to cry for mercy, there is not barely a poſſi. tu 
bility of your obtaining it, but an abſolute cer. hy 


-tainty. ** Aſk, and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and 
ye ſhall find ; knock, and it ſhall be opened to you. 
Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
The Lord of life and glory hath ſaid it, and his 
word is the truth itſelf. He will never falſify it. 
Beware then of ſaying with thoſe hardened in 
_ *defpair, © There is no hope, no; for I have loved 
'firangers, and after them will I go.” Let the pro- 
clamations of divine mercy melt you to penitence, 
encourage you to believe, and excite you to pray. 
There is mercy for the chief of ſinners. Of this 
Manqſſeh is an inſtance, Paul is a pattern, and 
Magdalene an example. Let God's forbearance 
and long-ſuffering lead you to repentance. Ap- 
proach to a forgiving' God, through the death of 
his Son, and make trial whether he will not be as 
good as his word, Think on the reſolution of the 
ſervants of Benhadad ; © We have heard that the 


_ of ood is a merciful * let us put ſack- W _ a ; 
| cloth Ne. 5 f 
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king of Tract is a dia king: let us put "RY | 


cloth upon our loins, and ropes upon our heads, 
and go out to the king of 1/rael; peradventure he 


will fave our lives. Vou have better ground of 


encouragement than they had. For the Lord 


our God is. gracious and merciful, and will not 
turn away his face from you, if you return unto 


him; 0 
Perhaps ume one of my readers may be diſ- 
poſed to ſay, I look upon the favour of God as 


a moſt deſirable privilege, and am uſing my beſt 


endeavours to obtain it.” In reply to this I would 


beg leave to tell you, that I am afraid you do not 


conſider the ſubjett in a proper light. Do you ima- 


gine that the privilege you mention is to be pro- 
cured by your endeavours ? That it is to be pur- 
chaſed by any efforts or exertions of your own ? 
Whoever does, by his own righteouſneſs, ſeek to 


recommend himſelf to the favour of his Maker, 


betrays great ignorance of the goſpel ſyſtem, and 


attempts that which the ſcriptures declare to be im- 


poſſible to man in his degenerate ſtate. For © by 
the deeds of the law no fleſh can be e in his 
ſi ght. 8 


* He * promiſes himſelf he ſhall obtain ac | 


ceptance with his Maker, by W the law, acts 


Ne. XVI. 1. | like 


- 2» . 


* , 
2 * * 5 — * 
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- 
* 
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The favour of God is abſolutely and divinely 


free. Yet the ſacred writers every where recom- 
mend the uſe of proper means, to thoſe who de- 
fire to flee from the wrath to come. Enter ye in 


at the ſtrait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 


is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat. Becauſe ſtrait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 


hte, and few there be that find it. Draw nigh to 


God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanſe 
your hands, ye ſinners; and purify your hearts ye 
double-minded. 
weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, 

| and 


like the country-man mentioned by the poet, who, 
being unable to ford the river, took up a reſolution 
to wait on the banks, till the ſtream had all run by; 
| — At ille | 


Labitur, et labetur in omne volubilis avum. 


Vain man, defiſt ; ſuch flatt' ring hopes forego: 
Ar flows, and flows, and will for ever flow. 


85 Ifratl, which followed after the law of right- 
.couſnelſs, hath not attained to the law of righteoul- 
neſs. Wherefore? Ort wx ex rige, becauſe they 
ſought it not in the way of faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law. For they ſtumbled at that 
| Rembling- ſtone,” Rom. ix. 31, 32. 


Be afflicted, and mourn, and 


wit 
this 
tan 


tere 
cat i. 


who 


out. | 


ing, 
on m 
I mi 
man 
conv 
the e 
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and your joy to heavineſs. Humble Wfa in 
the DID of the Lord, and he ſhall, lift you "7 


1 „ e fall. 
Before bios reverent, and there confeſs. | 
Humbly your faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Wat'ring the ground, and with your ſighs the air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 


ts e unfolgn'd; * humiliation meek. 
| | Mirrox. 


Let me, in the Erft place, recommend unto you 
ſelf. reflection, as neceſſary, in order to come to a 
juſt knowledge of your ſtate. Serioufly commune 
with your own heart, and think on your ways. To 
this exerciſe ſinners in general are extremely reluc- 
tant, and therefore they go on in ſecurity, without 
any prevailing concern about their eternal in- 
tereſts. They are like a man in a ſtate of intoxi- 
cation, who ſcarcely knows what he does, and 
who never reflects on the malignity of his actions, 
or the dangers to which he expoſes himfelf. With 
out ſerious confideration; there is, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, no hope of a ſound converſion. I thought 
on my ways, and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies; 
I made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy com- 
mandments. When the Pſalniſt predicts the 
converſion of the Gentile nations, he fays, All 
the ends of the earth ſhall remember and turn unto 
S 2 i 
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| the Lord.“ They ſhall recollect the actions of 
their paſt lives, they ſhall call to mind their own 
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evil ways; they ſhall conſider their ſtate, as ſinners 


againſt God, and aſk themſelves, what they are 


doing, whither their courſes tend, and what will 


become of them to all eternity. They have perhaps 


till this hour been wholly inattentive to theſe things. 


They have forgotten God their Maker, forgotten 
what ought to have been their principal buſineſs in 
this world, and for what purpoſe they were brought 

on the ſtage of exiſtence. Before this period of 


reflection and ſerious conſideration, men in ſeeing 


ſee not, in hearing they hear not, neither do they 


underſtand, and therefore God's firſt work upon 
their hearts is to awaken and rouſe them from their 
ſecurity ; “ Awake, thou that lleepeſt, and ariſe 
from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.“ 
The prodigal firſt came to himſelf, and then ſaid, 
« I will ariſe, and go to my father.“ The Al- 
mighty's addreſs to our firſt parent after the fall 
was, Adam, where art thou?” This is the ge- 
neral method he is pleaſed. to take with thoſe 
whom he brings to repentance. They yu! 
remember, and turn unto the Lord.” 

Let me then entreat you to aſk. yourſelves theſe 
ſerious queſtions, « Am I in a Rate of acceptance 


with God, or have I Ong till this hour as one 


ali- 


 GOD's FAVOUR: „„ 


% 94 


eee from him? The ſpecial favour of the 
Maker of the univerſe is not enjoyed by every man. 


I myſelf, by nature, am a child of wrath ; but have 


I experienced a change from nature to grace? Am 
I m a converted ſtate? Do I bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance? What evidence can I produce of 


my being intereſted in God's pardoning love? 1 


am commanded to examine myſelf, whether I be 


in the faith, and to prove my 'own felf, whether 


Jeſus Chriſt be in me, by the renewing operations 


| of his Holy Spirit. To be at uncertainties in a 


matter of ſuch moment is dangerous; and it would 
be {till more awful to deceive myſelf, and to think 
myſelf ſomething when J am nothing. 
If I am not in a ſtate of friendſhip with God, ; 
my condition is awfully dangerous, and ſhould 1 
continue in it, ſurely it had been better I had ne- 
ver been born. For if I ſhould die in ſuch a ſtate; 


1 muſt be miſerable for ever; and how do I know 
but this night my ſoul may be required of me? 


Even in this life, if I am not reconeiled to God, 

woe is me; for his righteous law condemns me, 

and his wrath abideth on me. The condition of 
the meaneſt brute, or of the vileſt reptile, is pre- 
ferable to mine, for they have never offended their 
Maker, or provoked him to anger; but he is an- 
gry with the: wicked: _ day.“ * * a caſe, 
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how is it poſſible for a man to be happy, either in 
this world or the next ! 


210 


But what is the procuring exceſs: 0 God's dil | 


n What are the grounds of the quarrel 
betwixt him and his creatures? Whence came 
this diſtance between him and my poor ſoul? Surely 
there muſt be a cauſe. That God, whoſe creature 
I am, and with whom I have to do, is ſo holy, ſo 
juſt and righteous, that he cannot but hate ſin, that 
evil thing by which Jam defiled. It belongs to 
the perfection of his nature to be diſpleaſed with 


it. I read in his ſacred word, that he is of purer 


eyes than to behold evil, and that he cannot look 
on iniquity. Let me conſider this. When it is 
ſaid that he cannot look on iniquity, it muſt ſignify 
the moſt inconceivable deteſtation of it. He can- 
not connive at it, he cannot ſpare it; becauſe to 
do ſo would be contrary to the holineſs of his na- 


ture. He can do every thing which is not con- 


trary to himſelf, to the eſſential properties of his na- 


ture; but I may be fully aſſured, that he can do no- 


thing which is contrary to his truth, his holineſs, 
or his righteouſneſs; nothing inconſiſtent _ 
theſe his adorable perfectionns. 
Is it not on this ground, that the int 5 God 
18 1 expreſſed by jealouſy? For the na- 
ture of jealouſy is not to ſpare. Nothing but the 
executing of vengeance will ſatisfy it. Is not this 
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n Almigbey intended in che revelation of 


himſelf which he made to Moſes, ** Who vill by no 
means clear the guilty ? Does not this mean, that 
he will not clear: them without ſatisfaction made to 
his injured juſtice and holineſs ? Is it not ſaid, that, 
to ſinners as ſuch, Our God is a conſuming 
fire?“ Did not the controverſy. between him and 
his creatures commence with the firſt tranſgreſſionꝰ 
Is not the breach perpetually widened by the com- 
miſſion of actual ſins ? Our iniquities have ſepa: 
rated between us and our God ; they have con- 
cealed his face and favour from us, and provoked 
his wrathful indignation ? But 


3 There can be no right CERN made of the 
nature and demerit of fin, without a due conſidera- 
tion of the nature and holineſs of HIM againſt whom 
it is committed. Nothing, therefore; will ſtate our 
thoughts aright concerning the guilt and demerit of 


ſin, but a deep conſideration of the infinite greatneſs, 


holineſs, righteouſneſs, and power of God. To which 
we may add, that God, in dealing with finners, acts 
not as to the efef&s of theſe properties of his nature, 
but on a preceding contempt of his bounty, grace, and 
mercy; as it is impoſſible that fin ſhould come into 
the world but by the contempt of : theſe; for, ante- 
cedently to all poſſibility of ſinning, God communi. 
cates the effects of his goodneſs and bounty to the 
creation; and in reference to thoſe ſins Which are 


"RIO goſpel, the effect of his grace and merey. 
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But let me conſider, How can J hope for re- 
conciliation. with the offended Majeſty of heaven? 


Will the Lord be pacified by my prayers, by my 


tears, by my reſolution to perform new obedience, 
or by my actual endeavours to diſcharge the duties 


incumbent upon me? Will the fire of God's diſ- 


pleaſure be quenched by any fufferings, or any 


| ſorrows of mine? Alas! there is nothing in any 


of theſe ſufficient to ſatisfy for my paſt offences. 
Could I, from this moment to the end of life, per- 
fectly keep the law, without offending in any one 
point, by thought, word, or deed, this would only 


be performing immediate duty; it would be no 


payment of the paſt debt. 
What then, my dear fellow. ſinner, is there no 


remedy? In the writings of Mgſes I find the inſti- 
tution of ſacrifices. Living creatures were, ac- 
cording to divine' appointment, preſented before 
God; their blood was ſhed, and their fleſh! was 
conſumed by fire upon the altar. Theſe ſacrifices 
mien muſt faden ſin, and an atonement to de 


| This is that which he 1 us a Su e of the 


guilt and demerit of fin. We are to look upon it as 


2 contempt of infinite goodnefs, bounty, grace, and 
mercy : and as riſing up againſt infinite greatneſs, ho- 


lineſs, righteoufnefs and power. Then we ſhall view 


it as it is. Dr. Owen, on Heb. x. go. 


1. 
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made for it. What other end could be deſigned 
by the effuſion of blood in the ſervice of the living 
God'? But it was impoſſible tliat the blood of bulls 
and of goats ſhould” really take away ſin. This 
however is done by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who, through the Eternal Spirit, offered himſelf 
without ſpot to God. We were by nature the 
enemies of God, and children of wrath. Mil- 
lions of actual tranſgreſſions had expoſed us ſtill 
more to his awful indignation. If peace and re- 
conciliation were not made for us, we could not 
expect to be accepted of him,” or to receive 26 


token of favour from bim. SG TER b Hg es 
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for ſinners, to make atonement for fin, and 'eſtabliſh' 
our reconciliation with God. This doctrine is. the 
life and ſpirit of our religion, the centre wherein all 
the lines of it meet. God forbid that I ſhould glory: 
fave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thoſe 
perſons by whom a conſtant conſideration of this is 
neglected, are ſtrangers to the animating ſpirit of that 
religion which they outwardly profeſs. And there- 
fore Satan employs all his artifices to divert the minds 
of men from a due attention to it. To this cauſe we 
aſcribe much of the devotion of the Romaniſts, Which 
effectually draws off the mind, not only from à ſpiri- 
tual contemplation of the excellency of Chriſt's: of- 
tering, and its glorious benefits, but alſo: from the 
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The Sovereign of the univerſe deſigned to ma- 


alſeſſ his righteouſneſs, his grace, his love, and 
his wiſdom in the ſub ſtitution of his only begotten. 


Son in our room, that he might ſuffer and die for 
our ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, and ſo bring us 


0 God e fer forth Jeſus to be a propitiation, 


to declare his righteouſneſs.” The righteouſneſs 


9 1 


rational comprehenſion of the truth of the doQrine 


concerning what he did and ſuffered,  _ 
On the, other hand, the Socinians pleaſe them- 


ſelves and deceive others. with-a vain imagination that. 


there was no ſuch work. to. be done. If we may be- 
lieve them, there was no atonement to be made for 
ſin, no expiatory ſacrifice to be offered, no peace 
thereby to be made with God, no compenſation to 
his juſtice, by anſwering the ſentence and curſe of 


the law due to ſin. But ſurely, if they had not an 


unpardonable mixture of confidence and dexterity, 
they could not find out evaſions againſt ſo many ex- 
preſs divine teſtimonies as are directly oppoſite to 


their fond imagination, even tolerably to ſatisfy their 
own minds; or to ſuppoſe that any man can with pa- 


tience bear the account they muſt give of the agency, 
the prayers, the tears, the cries, the fears, the wreſt- 


ling, and the travail of the ſoul of Chriſt, on their 


ſuppoſition. But we may paſs them over at preſent, 
as enemies of the croſs of Chriſt; namely, of that 


| croſs ets he made peace with God for ſinners. 


Others 


tual 11 
by the 
about 
preſer 
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of God was mol eminently glorified in the recon- 
ciliation wrought out by the Mediator, when he 
made an atonement for us by his blood. | Herein 
alſo 1s love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and _ his as to 0. ad the propitiation 

for 


y Others 19255 are, who by no means approve of 
any diligent inquiry into theſe myſteries. Our whole 
duty, according to them, is to be converſant in mo- 


rality : but as for this fountain of grace; this baſis of | 


eternal glory; this demonſtration of divine wiſdom, 
holineſs, righteouſneſs and love; this'great diſcovery 
of the purity of the law, and of the vileneſs of fin; 
this firſt, great, principal ſubje@ of the goſpel, and 
motive of faith and obedience ;- this root and cauſe of 
all peace with God; of all fincere and uncorrupted 
love towards him; of all joy and conſolation from 
him—they think it ſcarcely deſerves a place among 
the objects of their contemplation, But ſuch as are 
admitted into the fellowſhip of the ſufferings of 


$ Chriſt, will not ſo eafily part with their immortal in- 


tereſt therein, I fear not indeed to ſay, that he is 
likely to be the beſt, the moſt humble, the moſt holy 
and fruitful chriſtian, who is moſt diligent in ſpiri- 
tual inquiries into this great myſtery of reconciliation 
by the blood of the croſs, and in the exerciſe of faith 
about it. Nor is there any ſuch powerful mean of 
preſerving the ſoul in a conſtant abhorrency of ſin, 
and watchfulneſs againſt it, as a due apprehenſion of 
what it coſt the Son of God to make atonement for 
it. Dr. Owen, on Heb. v. 7. abridged by Dr, Williams. 


„ a 


* 
for our fins.” The grace of the adtpet is den 
up in this, that God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the world unto himſelf. Here then, reader, 18 
the divine remedy, propoſed i in every page of the 
bleſſed goſpel. Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the ſin of the world.” | 
| Thoſe who deny the doctrine of reconciliation, 
as has been juſtly obſerved by a judicious writer, 
- are at once enemies to the ſalvation of men, to the 
| honour of Chriſt, and to the glory of God. From 
men they take away, as far as lies in their power, 
all ground of hope, of peace, and of happineſs; 


from Chriſt, his office and honour ; and from God, 


his grace and glory. Let ſuch go with their ſo- 
phiſms to men who were never burdened with a 
ſenſe of guilt, who never were awakened to juſt 
apprehenſions of divine wrath on account of their 
offences, who never trembled at God's threatening 
word, and the ſentence of his righteous law, who 
never cried out in the bitterneſs and anguiſh of 
their ſouls, * What muſt I do to be ſaved ? Where- 
with ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow before 
the high God?” They may perhaps hearken to 
the fine things which may be ſaid to them, about 
recommending themſelves to the favour of God by 
virtue, probity, and a benevolent temper. They 


have no need of the Wyle, for . are not 
ſick. 
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ſiek. They have no need of Kinki, for ado 
are not broken in heart. But thoſe: who are ready 
to periſh, like the raelites ſtung by the fiery flying 
ſerpents, and on the point of expiring; under the 
deadly wound, ſee the need of that remedy which 
God has provided, 0 oe” 
Sinner, beware, if any thing but the bios of 
the croſs give eaſe to thy guilty conſcience, it is 
but like an opiate, which may ſtupify for a ſhort | 
ſeaſon, but will not work a cure. | 


25 Hence the neceſſity of a living faith in the FER 
> Redeemer, in order to the enjoyment of God's fa” 
F vour, Faith is that gracious power of the mind, 
B whereby i it fir mly believes what 1s revealed, upon 
br the ſole authority of God the revealer, as the 
© I} fountain of all truth. As the human mind acts 
5 naturally by its reaſon, in receiving thoſe truths. 
on which are natural and ſuited to its capacity; ſo 
i when renewed through the power of the Spirit, it 


- acts ſpiritually by faith, in receiving truths which 
are ſpiritual and ſupernatural. | Beheving conſiſts... 
not in a mere aſſent to the truth of the objects, but 
in ſuch a reception of them, as gives them a real 
ſubſiſtence in the ſoul. And it is this in-being of 
the things believed which produces the immediate 
effects of a IMG loa; „ * Jy, „ = 


_ IITE IN 
and ſpiritual obedience to the divine commands. 
This diſtinguiſhes the faith of the operation of 
God from every other kind of faith. The tempo- 
rary en of ſome men give no ſubſiſtence 
5 | | 10 


* „The ent to the Hebrews tells us, that faith i is 
Exmifopevay vno5zos, the ſubſtance or ſubſiſtence of 
things hoped for; ſuch a firm perſuaſion of the truth 
believed, as gives it a kind of ſubſiſtence in the mind. 
Hence the truth is ſaid to dwell in the man who 
rightly underſtands and receives it; and Chriſt dwells 
in his heart by faith. The ſame word vrogæois is ren- 
dered confidence, in Heb. iii. 14- The obje&s believed, 
the things hoped for, have a ſubſiſtence in the mind of 
the believer, and abide in him in their power and 
efficacy, ſo as to anſwer all the ends of his ſpiritual 
life; to purify his heart, and to change and tranſ- 


form his whole ſoul into the image of God, 


Faith, in the farther deſcription of it, is ſaid to be 
ehe, the demonſtrating or convincing evidence 
of things not ſeen. It is ſuch a demonſtration of 
them as carries with it a confutation of all objections 
againſt their real exiſtence. By things not ſeen,” 
we are to underſtand all thoſe things which, though 
not propoſed to our out ward ſenſes, ought to influ- 
ence our conſtancy and perſeverance in the ways of 
religion; namely, God himſelf; his eternal exiſtence; 
the adorable perfections of his nature; the perſon, 
atonement and grace of Chriſt ; together with all ſpi- 


ritual, only and eternal things, which God has 
| pro- 
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to the things believed in their minds, ſo as to be 


productive of proper effects. There is no real 


image or reflection of the things they profeſs to be- 
lieve made upon their ſouls. The death of Chriſt, 
for inſtance, or Chriſt crucified, is propoſed to 
our faith in the bleſſed goſpel. The proper effect 
a 1 „ 


| DE in his word, but which are not yet actually 


enjoyed. It hath been obſerved by many learnec 
men, that the word EAEYV O, uſed by the apoſtle, and 


tranſlated evidence, ſigniſies a ſtrict proof, or de- 


monſtration; it is ſuch a kind of evidence as both 


convinces the underſtanding, and engages a man to 
at according. to that gen cg Dr. Doddridge's 
paraphraſe on the latter clauſe of the verſe in queſ- 

tion, is very jult ; * Faith is the powerful conviction 

of things which are not ſcen, but of the certainty and 

importance of which there is ſuch a full perſuaſion, 

that they act upon the mind, in a hf mented as 

if they were preſent.” . 

This definition of faith i is e, and N its 
efficacy through the whole of our chriſtian courſe, as 
is evident from the inſtanees produced, to exemplif 
it, in the following parts of the chapter. It deſcribes 
the faith by which a. juſt man lives and walks, by 
which he overcomes all enemies, all di fficulties, and 
all oppoſition in his way to the kingdom. But that 
particular notion of faith which relates to a ſinner's 
looking to Jeſus for the remiſſion of his fins, the 
juſtification of his. perſon, and his acceptance with 


| God, is e included. See Hebrews xi. 1. 


— 
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ol true faith in this object, is to ae ſin, to 
crucify, or to mortify it in us. But where it is 
only apprehended by a ſuperficial or temporary 
faith, this effect will not be produced in the ſoul. 
Sin will retain its dominion, notwithſtanding the 
profeſſion which the man makes of faith in Chriſt. 
He only who believes in Jeſus with the heart unto 
righteouſneſs, becomes dead to fin, ſo as not to 
live any longer therein. He receives the word of 
- promiſe, revealing Chriſt and his atonement, ſo 
as to give it a real admittance into his mind and 
heart, to abide and dwell there, as in its proper 
place. It is in him the ingrafted word which is 
able to ſave the ſoul. Or, to uſe another alluſion, 
it trans forms his whole mind into a new ſtate, as 
the form of wax is changed by the impreſſion of a 
ſeal into the image of the ſeal itſelf. Chriſt cruci- 
hed, we have ſaid, is the principal ſubje& of the 
goſpel. He himſelf tells us, that he is the bread 
that came down from heaven ; that his fleſh is meat 
indeed, and his blood drink indeed. Faith 1s the 
eating of this proviſion. As, in eating, the food is 
received, and by digeſtion turned into the very 
ſub ſtance of the body, ſo the divine word is received 
by faith, and having a ſubſiſtence in the ſoul, pro- 
duceth the happy fruits of righteouſneſs; for the 
truth * worketh effectually in them that believe.“ 
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NY is a this faith in the expe work of 


the Redeemer, that, being juſtified, we have peace 
with our offended Sovereign. The atonement, 


which is made for our ſins by the blood of the croſs, 
is no otherwiſe received than by faith. *©* We joy 
in God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by whom 


we have now received the atonement.” This faith. 


1s declared to be the gift of God. | 
Fe is pleaſed to engage the mind of the e 5 
to a diligent attention to the word preached. Faith 


cometh by hearing,” Hence the Author of eternal 
ſalvation ſays to us, Hear, and your ſouls ſhall 


live.“ It is his uſual method, in the converſion of 
ſinners, to bring them under the ſound of the goſ- 
pel, and to engage them ſeriouſly to regard the 
meſſages of it. A bleſſing is therefore pronounced 
on thoſe who watch daily at wiſdom's gates, wait. 

ing at the poſts of her doors. But a liſtleſs and 
indolent attendance in places of religious worſhip 
will be of little advantage. The minds of ſinners, 
who are brought to believe, are therefore rouſed, 5 
and excited to take earneſt heed to the words of 


everlaſting life, by him who ſays unto them, i 


Hearken diligently. unto me.“ They have be- 
fore heard the moſt important truths with indiffe- 
rence, as if they were but idle tales, or cunningly 
denn fables; it is now otherwiſe. The arrows 

T. 3, | _ 5 
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of conviction begin to pièrce their conſciences, and 
penetrate their hearts. They regard what is ſpoken, 
not as the word of man, but as it is in truth the 
word of God. They are convinced that there is a 


ſacred reality in religion; they are awakened to a 


ſenſe of their own danger. and begin in ons ear- 
neſt to inquire after ſome way of eſcap ef 
The minds of ſuch ſinners are likewiſe farther 
_ enlightened concerning the nature and neceſſity of 
true faith. They learn from the ſcriptures, that 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; that 
there is no pardon of ſin, no juſtification, no peace 
Vith the offended Majeſty of heaven, without faith; 
that he Who believeth not is condemned already, 
and, continuing in that ſtate, ſhall ſurely be 
damned. Hence they are led to inquire, what 
that faith is which is ſo neceſſary to the ſalvation 
of the ſoul. And they are convineed that it muſt 
be ſomething more than that liſeleſs aſſent to the 
truth of ſcripture doctrines of which thouſands are 
poſſeſſed, Who are alienated from the life of God, 
aud continue the ſlaves of ſin, of Satan, and of the 
world; Who have no love to God, nor regard for 
holineſs. They begin to ſee, that though they have 
always thought themſelves to be believers, they 
have but deceived themſelves; ſince none of the 


fruits of a living faith have been brought forth by 


them. 


thi 
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them. Hence they are convinced, * they have 
lived to that very day in a ſtate of unbelief. It 


is the work of the Holy Spirit of God to convince 


men of ſin, becauſe they believe not on the name 
of, Jes, an 254) 1 
Being dosis of a the —_—— 4 
ner becomes very ſolicitous that he may be the 
ſubject of that faith which is of the operation of 
God, which purifies the heart, works by love, 
overcomes the world, and has its iſſue in the full 


and everlaſting, ſalvation, of the ſoul. Oh, ſays 


he, * that I could lay hold on. the promiſes of life in 


Chriſt Jeſus,! O that I could ſo behold them ag to 


be perſuaded of them, and embrace them, with ſatis. 
factory acquieſcence of mind in the truth of God, 
as to their accompliſhment in my behalf !. But 1 
am like one ſwimming againſt the ſtream, and en- 
deavouring to catch hold on that which, with all 
his efforts, he cannot reach. I. ſometimes cry, 
with the poor man in the goſpel, Lord, I. would 
believe, help thou my unbelief.. Conſcious guilt 


fills me with terror.” I tremble before that God 


whoſe wrath I have ſo juſtly deſerved, ., I feel 
ſomething within. continually upbraiding me with 
my paſt offences and, preſent unworthineſs, and 
telling me I ought not to derive encouragement 
from the promiſes of mercy, for I have neither part 

| ; nor 


F 
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nor lot in them. I would look unto Jeſus, that I 
may be ſaved, but my ſins hang heavy on my 
heart, ſo that I am not able to look up. Yet I 
ſometimes ſay, Though he flay me, I will truſt in 
kim. I have no where elſe to go. If the Saviour 
of ſinners frown me away, I periſh; for I know 
no other refuge, I am well aſſured, that he that 
findeth him, findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour 
of the Lord. But without an intereſt i in him I am 
undone for ever.? 

Having thus briefly Ge the ate of faith 
in order to the enjoyment of God's favour, and 
ſuggeſted ſome hints concerning the way in which 
finners are brought nigh to him, what ſhall I more 
ſay? I would encourage the poor ſoul whoſe caſe 
. T have been deſcribing, not to ſtagger at the pro- 
miſe of God through unbelief, but to fly for re- 
fuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before us in the 


goſpel. Remember that Jeſus, the compaſſionate | 


Saviour, hath ſaid, © I will in no wiſe caſt out.” 
Let the needy trembling ſinner continue to cry 
earneſtly to God for the manifeſtations of his par- 
doning grace and mercy. - The ſame perſon who 
aid, In his favour is life, had ſought that privilege 
with diligence. | I entreated thy favour with my 
whole heart.” Go thou, and do likewiſe. A 
2 ſenſe of intereſt in his favour is worth ſeeking. 
3 cn 


— 


of thy compaſſion be moved towards thy creature 
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Cry earneſtly for it, and be not content to have a 

denial. Pray always, and faint not. Take with 
you words and go unto him, Lord, I am a poor, 
forlorn outcaſt, a miſerable, guilty creature; lift 
thou up upon me the light of thy countenance. 
Let me not be ſhut up in a dungeon of darkneſs, 
and lie in the ſhades of death. I know I might 
juſtly be baniſhed from thee for ever. But though 
I deſerve no favour, in Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, thou 
haſt declared thyſelf well pleaſed. Did he not die, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring ſinners unto thee, 
and to deliver them from the wrath to come ? Has 


he not opened a new and living way of acceſs to 


thee? Did he not riſe, as the Sun of righteouſ- | 


neſs, on this benighted world, with healing im his ae 


wings? Hath he not brought life and immortality 
to light? O thou who didft cauſe the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, ſhine into my heart, to give the 
light of the knowledge of Nas glory, in 5 face 95 1 
Jeſus Chriſt. 3 
I read in thy holy word, chat 3 5 ten- 
der mercy of our God, the day, ſpring from on 
high hath viſited us, to give light to them that ſit 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. Lord, look upon 
me in mercy, through thy dear Son; let the bowels 


n 
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in miſery, caſt on me a pitying eye, and let thy 
hand of mercy help me in my diſtreſs. Be not a 


terror unto me, but ſpeak a word of pardon, of | 


peace, and of comfort to my poor ſoul ; for thou 
only art my hope in the day of evil. Iam not 
worthy to come into thy preſence, loaded as I am 
with guilt, and covered with pollution; yet have 
-mercy upon me according to thy loving-kindnels ; 
according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
blot out my tranſgreſſions. Caſt my ſins behind 
thy back. Be merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to 
do unto thoſe that love thy name. Deal with me 
according to the favour which thou beareſt unto 
thy people. O viſit me with thy ſalvation.” | 

If this is your language, my dear reader, you 
are not far from the kingdom of God. Wait on 
the Lord, and he will fave you; for they fhall not 


be aſhamed that wait for him. Be entreated, with. 


out delay, to make a full ſurrender of yourſelf to 
God. Preſent your body and your ſoul to him, 
as your reaſonable ſervice. Devote your whole 
ſelf as a free-will offering to him, and he will re- 
ceive you. Study his word, ſeek to know his will, 

| and aſk of him a right way. Take his yoke upon 


you, and wear it with delight. Firſt give your own | 


| ſelf unto the Lord, and then unto his church, ac- 
cording to his will, that you may walk in all his 
ep | | | 3 OT- 
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ordinances and commandments blameleſs. Make a . 
willing profeſſion of your ſubjection to the goſpel 
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W of Chriſt. Be ready to ſay, I am the Lord's; dare 


to call yourſelf by the name of Jacob, and to ſub- 
ſcribe with your hand to the Lord, and ſurname 
yourſelf by the name of Hrael. Be ſincere and 
hearty, warm and zealous in the buſineſs of reli. 
gion. Let it be your uppermoſt concern to walk 
with God in humble reverence from day to day. 
Keep your heart with all diligence; practiſe con-. 


tinual ſelf.denial ; be ſober, and watch unto prayer, 


putting on the breaſt-plate of faith and love, and 

for an helmet, the hope of ſalvation. Io 
Remember that Jeſus has ſaid, ** If a man love 

me he will keep my words; and my Father will 


love him, and we will come unto him, and make 


our abode with him.” This is the way in which 
ſinners are brought to enjoy a comfortable ſenſe of 
the divine favour. The Lord will not grant the 


| tokens of his favour in any other way than that of 


his own appointment. Go then to the houſe of God, 


© inquire in his temple, attend to his ordinances, caſt 


in your lot among thoſe who conſtitute his family 
and houſehold, ſhew your love to Jeſus by keeping 
his commands; ſo may'youexpeR to be ſatisfied 
with favour, and & to a full wy the | GB w the 
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Thy favour I entreat, 
Thou God of love and grace, 
I bow before thy mercy-ſeat, | 
And humbly ſeek thy face. 


l' 'm vile, and ſel f. abhorr'd, 
Polluted and unclean; 
Vet look in pity on me, Lord, 
And cleanſe me from my lin. : 


O hearken to my cries, 
And ſet my ſpirit free; 0 
ewe O my God, wilt not 1 
The heart that mourns for thee. 


Thy well. beloved Son | 

| Hath ſhed his precious blood. 
Ts atone for crimes which we have done, 

Ang bring u us near to God. 


5 Thy promis'd Spirit give, 
Thy faving grace impart; 
Help me in Jeſus to believe 
With eundivided heart. 


“O tell me thou art mine 15 
My gloomy: fears remove 
Legt let thy face upon me ſhine, 
And fill me with thy love. 5 


Thy ereciois ſmile afford, 

And ſeal me for 1 1 
'F or life is in thy favour, Lord, 
But death is in thy frown, 
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char. XIII. 


The ubject concluded in an . % to the ohe, * 


divine Favour. 


Shall now y conclude, with : an uſe of inſtruction. 
dene the real ſaints of God; being brought 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, called with 

an holy calling, and made, by regenerating and 
adopting grace, the ſons and daughters of the Lord 
Almighty. Theſe are intereſted in the divine fa- 
vour, according to the tenor of that covenant 
which is ordered in all things and ſure, and con- 
tains all their ſalvation, and all their deſire; the 
diſtinguiſhing privilege of which is, I will be 
their God, and they ſhall be my people,” His fa. 
vour towards tliem is, as Davenant obſerves, vin 
culum æternæ beneyolentie ) a bond of eternal love. 
This bond is indiſſoluble, and cannot be broken; 
for his love, like hamielt, is immutable, and ever | 
laſting. 1 | 

But the ſweet and comfortable ſenſe of is love. 
is not always enjoyed by thoſe who in reality are 
intereſted in it. For we find ſome of thoſe pious | 
and holy men, whoſe experiences are recorded in 
the ſacred ſcriptures, at certain ſeaſons, complain- : 

(/ NE TE ing 


2.30 r IM 


„Ee... 


ing of the 1 of God, of the hidings of his 
face, of their being filled with great bitterneſs in- 
ſtead of peace, and with ſorrow and anguiſh of 


ſpirit inſtead of comfort. It is to ſuch as theſe 


that the God of grace and conſolation has ſaid, O 


thou afflicted, toſſed with tempeſts and not com- 


forted, for a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee; 


but with great mercies will I gather thee. Ina 


little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy. on 
_ thee, faith the Lord * Redeemer.“ 


| SECT. . 


of the Beer and Wine 24200 A may "aitfer- 
| tain reſpecting ther Intereſt i in God's Favour. 


2 « erhaps. ſome perſon, who may caſt his eyes on 
theſe Pages, may be ſaying, with a deſponding 
heart, Alas! I fear that J am not in a ſlate of 
friendſhip with my Maker, though there is nothing 
in heaven or earth that I ſo much deſire. How 
can I be in the favour of God who am ſo unworthy 


of it ? A conſciouſneſs of my unworthineſs bows | 


down my ſoul before him from day to day. 
But can you forget that there is no worthineſs 


in any of the human race to entitle them to the pri- 


. in queſlion? 85 There 1 is none righteous,.no 
1 | | not 
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not one.” Neither does the Moſt High ſet his love 
upon any becauſe they are worthy of it, but be- 
cauſe of his own ſovereign good pleaſure. „He 


hath mercy on whom he vil have mercy, and com- 


_ paſſion on whom he will have compaſſion.” No- 
thing out of his own infinite mind is to be con- 
| ſidered as a motive inducing him to it. 
Thoſe who have been diſtinguiſhed with pecu- - 
liar marks of' favour from above, have had the- 
deepeſt ſenſe of their own unworthineſs. Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful, and the friend of 
God, counted himfelf but duſt and aſhes. Jacob, f 


who as a prince had power with God, who wreſtled 


with the angel of the covenant, and prevailed, and 
who was favoured with the viſions of the Almighty, . 
even he, in deep humility of ſpirit, ſays, I am. 


not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of 


all the truth which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſer- 


vant.” The Pfalmiſt; who was guided with the 
counſel, and held by the right hand of the Moſt 


High, owns himſelf as a beaſt before him. Paul, 
who was caught up to paradiſe, who had abun- 


dance of revelations from the divine Redeemer, 
and the moſt intimate and aſtoniſhing manifeſta- 
tions of his favour, yet owns himſelf lefs than the 


W leaſt of all ſaints, and the very chief of finners. 
EAT you look into the records of paſt generations, 
"0 2. you. 
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you will find that the tokens of God's favour ke | 


deſcended moſt plentifully on thoſe who have 
walked in the low vallies of humiliation; and that 
thoſe have been moſt honoured of their Maker, 


who have had the meaneſt opinion of themſelves. 
The pious Roman centurion ſaid to the Redeemer, 
in whom the Gentiles truſt, « Lord, I am not 


worthy that thou ſhouldſt come under my roof; 


but ſpeak the word only, and my ſeryant ſhall be 


healed.” When Jeſus heard it, he marvelled, and 


faid to them that followed, © Verily Ifay unto yau, 


I bave not found ſo great faith, no not in 1/ae/!” 


When Mary the ſinner wept at the feet of the 8a - 


viour, waſhing them with her tears, and wiping 
them with the hair of her head, he declared, in the 


Preſence of the haughty and diſdainful phariſee, 

that her ſins, which were many, were forgiven 
her. 1 For whoſoever exalteth himſelf ſhall be 
abaſed ; and he that humbleth 1 ſhall be ex- 


ted. 1 
mn the perſon I am now e may 
ſay, But I am a vile, polluted, ſinful wretch; 
how can a God of ſpotleſs purity have any favour 
for ſuch an one as I am?” 

It is true, the righteous Lord wad label 
neſs, and hateth iniquity ; yea, he is of purer eyes 
than to look on evil. But we walk diſtinguiſh be- 
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filed. The ſpouſe of Chriſt, though black in her- 


child's tears on the occaſion move the compaſſion | 


there no favour towards this penitent in the heart 
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tween the perſon of a poor unworthy Grin; and 
the defilement cleaving to him, which the ſinner 
himſelf abhors, and from which he deſires and 
ſeeks deliverance. If none were loved of God 
but ſuch as are free from the ſtains of impurity, 
there could be no objects of his favour among the 
children of men. The love of God to finners is in- 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; and he can diſtinguiſh be- 
tween their perſons and that whereby they are de- 


ſelf, is comely in the eyes of infinite purity, as 
viewed in her relation to the Lord her righteouſ- 
neſs. The child of an earthly parent is dear to his 
father, though he has fallen into the mire. The 


of the father's heart, and he haſtens to relieve him 
in his diſtreſs. When Ephraim was turned and re- | 
pented ; when he was inſtructed, and ſmote upon 
his thigh; when he was aſhamed and confounded,” 
becauſe he. did bear the reproach of his youth, was 


of him who is juſtly called“ the Father of mer- 
cies?”” Hear what he ſays; * Is Ephraim my dear 
ſon ? Is he a pleaſant child? For ſince I ſpake 
againſt him, 1 do earneſtly remember him ſtill: 
therefore my bowels are troubled for him: I will 
ſurely, have mercy on him, faith the Lord. 5 

U „ Though 
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Though God is unchangeable 1 in his nature, and 
not ſubje& to human paſſions, yet, in condeſcen- 
ſion to our infirmities, he is pleaſed to ſpeak to us 
after the manner of men. He aſſures us, that his 
children, with all their imperfections, are dear to 
him. They are lovely and comely in his ſight, 
through the comelineſs of Chriſt which is put 
upon them. Their humiliations move him; their 
ſpeech is pleaſant to him; their prayers and cries 


- are his delight; juſt as parents take pleaſure in 


their children, who are images of themſelves, par- 
ticularly when they begin to talk, to liſp out their 
fathers' names, and, in. broken language, to ex- 
preſs their wants and their deſires. The little ac- 
tions of children, though full of ſimplicity and 
weakneſs, are pleaſing to their parents; ſo are the 
imperfect motions of gracious affections to our 
heavenly Father. His bowels are troubled for 
them, and yearn towards them, when they are 
pouring out the tears of penitence before him, and 
mourning over their own follies. Jab was re- 
garded with peculiar approbation and favour, at 
the very time when he cried out, Behold, I am 
vile;” when he abhorred himſelf in the fight of 
his Maker, and. repented in duſt. and aſhes before 
him. The Lord ſaid to Eliplaa the Temanite, 
My wrath is kindled againſt thee, and againit 
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thy two friends my ſervant Job ſhall pray for : 
you, for him will I accept. 
Shame, confuſion of face, and ſelf-loathing a are 
both fruits and evidences of God's favour. That 
thou mayeſt remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, when I am pa- 
cified toward thee for all that thou haſt done, faith 
the Lord God. I vill accept you with your ſweet 
ſavour, when I bring you out from the people; 
and ye ſhall remember your ways and all your do- 


| ings wherein ye have been defiled; and ye ſhall 
| loathe yourſelves in your own ſight.” May not 


the deſponding reader take encouragement from 
ſuch paſſages as theſe? Is it not evident that God's 
kindneſs is then moſt peculiarly excited towards a 
poor ſinner, when he is moſt out of love with bim 
ſelf, and moſt vile in his own eyes? Have not the 
beſt of men in God's account, often thought them- 
ſelves the worſt ? This to ſome: may ſeem very 
myſterious. It is a paradox which oy — 
tion alone can explain. * 
But perhaps ſome one noni. to aſk; 5 5 
ther, How can I be intereſted in the divine fa- 
vour who have not the comfort of it, hut have 
been, for a long time, beelouded with darkneſs, 
and overwhelmed with trouble and forrow-? Bven 
to-day is my complaint bitter; my ſtroke is heavier 
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than my groaning. Behold, I go 8 but he 
is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive 
him; on the left hand, where he doth work, but I 
cannot behold him: he hideth himſelf on the right 
hand, that I cannot ſee him. Oh that I knew where 
I might find him! | 
You ought, my dear friend, to keep in Linked the 
neceſſary diſtinction we have before made, between 
the favour of God, as it is in itſelf, and that ſen- 
ſible enjoyment of it which you now ſeem to want. 
We ſometimes find the man after God's own heart 
expreſſing himſelf in ſuch language as this, How * 
long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? For ever? 
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? How 
long ſhall I take counſel in my foul, having forrow 
in my heart daily? Conſider and hear me, O Lord 
my God; lighten mine eyes, leſt I ſleep the ſleep 
of death.” Salvation may be experienced in its 
reality where the joy of it is wanting. And hence 
the ſame. perſon thus prays, Reſtore unto me 
the joy of thy ſalvation, that the bones which thou 
haſt broken may rejoice.” An earthly father may 
ſometimes frown upon the child whom he dearly. 
loves. Zo/eph's affection for his brethren was ſin- 
cere, at the very time that he ſpake ſo roughly to 
them. The God of love and grace doth ſome- 
times, for wiſe ends, ſuſpend the manifeſtations of 
| | his 
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his fayour from the heirs of ſalvation, A ſkilful 


phyſician preſcribes to his patients, in ſome caſes, 
ſuch medicines as occaſion pain and ſickneſs, in 
order to remove thoſe humours which might en- 
danger the conſtitution. His intention is not to 
kill, but to cure. The circumſtances of God's 
children are often ſuch as call for fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ments, He therefore ſuſpends his ſmiles, or with- 

draws the comfortable ſenſe of his love and favour, 
leaving them, for a time, in darkneſs and diſquie- 
tude, When David thought his mountain ſtood 


ſo ſtrong, that, in a ſort of blameable ſecurity, he 
concluded he ſhould never be moved, he had pre: 


ſently reaſon to complain, Thou hideſt thy face, 
and I am troubled,” Of ancient 1/rael the Lord 
ſaid, ** For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I 
wroth and ſmote him: I hid me, and was wroth, 
and he went on rowangly 1 in the way of his own 
heart.. 

The Almighty may PRE thus with the objects o of 
his love, to rouſe them from a ſtate of ſecurity; ta 
ſubdue pride, and make them humble; to wean 


them from the world, and excite in them. more - 


earneſt longings after their heavenly reſt; to teach 


them to. put a higher value on his favour, and to 


quicken their diligence 1 in ſeeking him; and, in 
a \ an he deals thus with them, that they may 
4 learn 
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av to ſympathize with others who may be tried 


in the ſame way. 

Give not up, therefore, all kope of CES in 
the divine favour, on account of your preſent diſ- 
conſolate ſtate. If you walk in darkneſs, and have 


no light, fill truſt in the name of the Lord, and 


ſtay yourſelf upon his powerful arm, and unchang- 


ing love. Remember, you are yet expoſed on 


the tempe ſtuous ſea of life, and have not reached 
the port of uninterrupted reſt. Vour ſun may be 
under a cloud, and not ſhine upon you, but he is 


ſtill in the heavens. Careleſs ſinners have no ſo- 
licitude about God's favour; it is fincere love 
alone that is attended with jealouſy. Fits of fick- 
neſs are incident to thoſe who are alive, not to the 
dead. They who are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins : 


never mourn under a ſenſe of God's abſence. Be 


of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen 18255 heart, 


O you that hope in the Lord. . 


But perhaps ſome diſquieted ſoul may ſay, How 
ean I conclude that God looks upon me with an eye 


of favour, when I cannot bring my heart to love 
him, and delight in him, as his word requires me 
to do? Does not his love to ſinners kindle . in their 


hearts a return of affection to him? Do not T hear 
the heirs of ſalvation gy” TOP love hunter 


cauſe he firſt loved us?” 
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To this I would anſwer; cite life may be 
hid, even from the chriſtian's own, view, as well 
as from that of others. Deſertions, temptations, 
and the prevailing corruptions of the heart may, 
for a time, ſo becloud the mind, that the evidences 
of grace cannot be clearly diſcerned. As the love 
of God to us may be concealed under a cloud of 
darkneſs, the ſame may be ſaid with reſpect to 
our love to him. The principle may exiſt when 
the operation of it is not very apparent. You are 
afraid you do not love him whom, you know to be; 


worthy of your moſt ardent affection. But per- 


haps your judgment of yourſelf is not according 
to truth. Can you find no ſpark of love amidſt 
the aſhes which ſurround, it? Examine yourſelf 
<A: Though you cannot, with full confidence;, 
y, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou Co: 
= I love thee ;” perhaps you can appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts, that you dere to love him. 
And can you ſuppoſe this to be the caſe with thoſe 
who are entirely deſtitute of ſpiritual life? If un- 
regenerate ſinners ſincerely deſire to love God, 
and are diſquieted, grieved, and diſtreſſed that 
they cannot love him as they ought, we will no 
longer affirm, - that their minds are carnal, and en- 
mity againſt their Maker and Sovereign. Inſtead 
inerfere of concluding, that you are entirely deſ- 


titute 
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titute of the gracious principle of which we are 
ſpeaking, earneſtly and conſtantly pray, that the 
holy flame of divine love may be ſo enkindled in 
your boſom, as to put the matter out of doubt ref. 


petting its exiſtence! there. Let it be your daily 
requeſt at the throne of grace, that the love of God 


may be ſhed: abroad in your watt 105 the Holy 
Ghoſt given unto you, 
But there is ſcarcely any end of the Janet 
and fears of thoſe who are weak in the faith. Me 
thinks I hear one ſaying, © You have not yet 
touched my ſore; I am grievouſly afflicted in my 
on perſon, in my family, and in my circum- 
ſtances; the hand of the Almighty is heavy upon 
me; if I am intereſted in his favour, why am 1 
thus?” I would anſwer, in the words of the apoſtle, 
Je have forgotten the exhortation that ſpeaketh 
unto you as unto children, My ſon, deſpiſe not the 
chaſtening of the Lord, neither faint when thou art 
rebuked of him; for whom the Lord loveth he 
chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he re- 
ceeiveth.“ If fatherly chaſtiſements are tokens of 
love, then great and heavy chaſtiſements are to- 
kens of great love. Health and proſperity are 
_ liberally" granted to many who abuſe them to the 
ruim of their ſouls; they may, on the other hand, 
be denied to 288 in great * "The father 


knows 
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knows what is good for his child, and what might 
do him harm, better than the child himſelf knows. 
A man in a raging fever earneſtly longs for ſtrong 


drink; but his attendant with-holds it from him, 


becauſe, he knows it would increaſe his diſorder, 
and perhaps endanger his life. The attendant de- 
nies what is requeſted, out of loye to the afflicted 
man. God is our faithful, keeper, and merciful 
preſerver. He is infinitely wiſe to know. what 1s 
beſt for us, and what would be to our hurt. As a 
proof of his favour, he often does, us good, in ſome. 
ſort, againſt our wills. It is a mercy to be ſome- 


times refuſed what we eagerly wiſh, rather than to 


have our fond deſires gratiſied. Remember it 
is ſaid of the rebellious Iſraelites, who aſked meat 
for their luſt, He gave them their requeſt, but 
ſent leanneſs into their ſouls. This gift was a 
mark of diſpleaſure, rather than of favour, EE 
The laſt caſe I ſhall mention, is that of FO | 
tempted chriſtian. * If I am intereſted in the di- 
vine favour,” ſays ſuch a one, * why am I hurried, 
and almoſt diſtracted with violent temptations from 
day to day ? The powers of darkneſs ſeem to be let 
looſe upon me; the enemy thruſts at me ſore that I 
ſhould fall, and comes. againſt me like a roaring 
lion, ready to deyour. My life i is one continued 
conflit.”. "I 17 El on 
Ng. XV1II, 1. PE ” ; "His 
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Have you not read of a certain eminent faint, 


who had a thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Sa- | 


tan to buffet him? Was this an indication that he 


had no intereſt in the divine favour ? Juſtthe con- 
trary; there was given him a thorn in the fleſh, 


left he ſhould be exalted above meaſure. If the 


Lord ſuffers you to be violently affaulted by tempta- 


tion, it is neither for want of love to your perſon, 
nor for want of power to deliver you; but for wiſe 
ends and purpoſes. * Perhaps you are thus exer- 
ciſed to keep you humble, to make you more ſen- 
ſible of your conſtant need of him who is able to 
fuccour thoſe that are tempted, to ſtir you up to 
watchfulneſs and fervent prayer, to induce you to 


2 make uſe of the ſhield of faith, whereby you ſhall - 


be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 

one, to make the final conqueſt the more glotious, 

and to render death more Ne 09542 and enden 
; more welcome. | 
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N vell-grounded, hibimal perfudfion of intereſt 
in the divine fayour, is certainly a privilege which 
has been enjoyed by many, and which may ſtill 


$537 be 1 by real chri ſtians in our day. The 
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Lord has wa pleaſed. to make proviſion for the 


| comfort of his people, in a matter of ſuch vaſt. im- 


portance. Paul was perſuaded, that nothing could 


ſeparate him from the love of God which is in 


Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Was this perſuaſion. an 
appendage to his office, as an apoſtle ? The con- 


trary, I think, is evident. This was a part of his 


experience as a chriſtian; and. it is a privilege 


which lies equally open to us. For we have the 


ſame goſpel, and the. ſame promiſes. as he had. 
The efficacy of the teaching, ſanctifying and com- 


forting operations of the Holy Spirit, cannot be 
weakened, by length- of time; his owes, nd ned 3 


ars the fame they were in former ages. 


Mere the promiſes of God reſpecting ſalvation 3 | 
conditional, they would not be a proper founda 


tion for an aſſured ex pectation of. receiving what 


is ſo promiſed. - But as theſe: promiſes are:abſo. 
lute, they aſcertain the poſſeſſion of that to which 8 
they relate; ſince he that has made them is faiths - | 
ful, and has promiſed nothing but what he is able 


to perform. The tenor of ſuch promiſes as have 


reſpect to eter nal ſalvation is, 1 will, and they. ſhall 6 | | 


„I will be their God, and they ſhall. be my 


people. In meir nature thereſore,. the promiſes 3 1 
are ſuited to produce and, "opens A en fie 
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The Ader has confirmed theſe promiſes by | 
an oath, for this expreſs purpoſe, that thoſe who 
have fled for retuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet be- 
fore them, might have ſtrong conſolation; this 


conſolation ariſes from the two immutable things 
in which it is impoſſible for God to lie, the pro- 
miſe and the oath of Jehovah, giving them aſſu- 
rance of his favour, and of their ſecurity in con- 
85 hl of it. "9 

The witneſſing and 80 of the Holy Spirit 


may ſerve to convince us, that thoſe to whom he 


bears witneſs of their being the children of God, 
and thoſe whom he ſeals to the day of redemption, 
muſt be aſſured of their intereſt in the divine fa- 
vour. Sealing is conſequent on believing; © After 


that ye believed, ye were ſealed.” It is likewiſe 


the office of the Holy Spirit, to dwell in real 
chriſtians as the Spirit of adoption, enabling them 


to addreſs God as their Father, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, with boldneſs, liberty, and confidence. 
There have been many, in all ages, who have 


witneſſed what we are now ſpeaking of, who have 


been well aſſured, on ſolid grounds, of their in- 
tereſt in the favour of their Maker. They have 


been able to adopt, with propriety, the language of 
Bis People recorded in the ſacred ſcriptures, and to 


88 in the glorious beneſns: e from the 


foun- | 


; * 
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fountain of redeeming love. They have ſaid, * The 
Lord is my light, and my ſalvation; I will truſt 
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my 
ſtrength and my ſong ;. he alſo is become my fal- 
vation. He loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
We have known and believed the love that God: 
hath unto-us. God is love, and he that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him!“ 
If many profeſſors of religion in the preſent day 
fall ſhort of this privilege, there is certainly a cauſe 
for it, and that cauſe lies at their own door, This- 
privilege 1s not to be enjoyed without the diligent 
uſe of thoſe means, which God hath appointed for 
our increaſe and growth in grace. It is not to be 
enjoyed without ſelf-denial, watchfulneſs and 
circumſpection. It is never experienced, in any 
comfortable degree, but in the aſſiduous prac- 
tice of religious duties; ſuch. as prayer, read- 
ing the word of God, meditation, ſelf. examination, 
and a conſtant attendance on the worſnip of God. 
Thoſe who expect to enjoy the privilege in queſ- 
tion, in the neglect of theſe means, do but deceive 
themſelves. They may exclaim, if they pleaſe, 
againſt remarks of this kind, as ſavouring of lega- 
lity ; we know that God has been pleaſed to con- 
nett the end with the means; and what he has 
JING togetinns, let no man think to Paid: aſun- 
X 3 „ 
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der. Let me entreat you to regard what the apoſtle 
fays to the Hebrews; We deſire that every one 
of you do ſhew the ſame diligence to the full aſſu- 
rance of hope unto the end.” The full aſſurance 
of hope is a ſpecial degree of its advancement and 
improvement. A weak and imperfe& hope will 

give but a weak and imperfect relief under trouble; 
but that which riſeth up to a full aſſurance will 
carry us comfortably through all the difficulties 


and afflictions attendant on the preſent ſtate, Now 
diligence is neceſſary to be ſhewn, if we would 


enjoy this full aſſurance of hope. This is God's 
appointment: Give diligence to make your call- 
ing and election ſure; for if ye do theſe things, 
ye ſhall never fall; for ſo an entrance ſhall be 
miniſtered unto you abundantly into the everlaſt- 


ing kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Diligence hath a proper and natural tendency to 
the end- propoſed. For by the uſe of diligence, 
we grow in grace, ſo that our intereſt in the pro- 
miſes of God is cleared up unto us. There is no 
inſtance wherein we may allow ourſeives to lay 


aſide this diligence; for it muſt be ſhewn unto the 


end. There is no condition in life wherein it will 
not be neceſſary. It muſt be maintained, if we 
would enjoy the full aſſurance of hope, till we are 
abſolutely diſcharged from our warfare. 


Many 
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Many fall ſhort of a ſettled aſſurance of intereſt 
in the divine favour, for want of ſeeking it. Could 
they be perſuaded to pray for themſelves, with that 
earneſtneſs and importunity which the | apoſtle 
Paul diſcovered with reſpect to others, they would, 
no doubt, be brought to experience the privilege 1 in 
queſtion. I ceaſe not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers; that the 
God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, 
may give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and reve- 
lation, in the knowledge of him : the eyes of your 
underſtanding being enlightened ; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints. 
For this cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he would grant you ac- 
cording to the riches of his glory, to be ſtrength- 
ened with might by his Spirit in the inner-man; 
that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith; that. 
ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able 
to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height, and to know þ. 
the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, that 
ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of God. 
Would thoſe who are at uncertainties concern- 
ing their ſpiritual ſtate, be prevailed upon to ſeek 
with diligence, earneſtneſs, ang perſeverance for 
| What 


2 ee e 
what is requeſted in theſe petitions, they certainly 
would be brought to expertence. what they have 
not yet known. For it is faid by him that cannot 
lie, Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye 
ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened to you. 
For every one that aſketh, receiveth; he that 
ſeeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it ſhall 
be opened.” The plain matter of fact then is, Ye 
have not becauſe ye aſk not.“ O that you would 
be entreated to make the experiment, and ſee 

| whether the God of an and grace will e bis 


own word. 


Some walk perpetually in the dark fre ing | 


their intereſt in the divine favour, through the in- 


dulgence of ſome known ſin. Conſcience! {peak ; 
thou art a witneſs for God. Diſcharge thy office 
faithfully. Arreſt the guilty reader, and urge him - 
him here to make a folemn pauſe... 3 Though 
no one was farther from a legal ſpiri than the 
apoſtle Paul; though no one was more dependent 
upon Jeſus Chriſt for acceptance with the Father; 
yet he ſays, ** Herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have 
a conſcience "_ of offence, both towards God 
and towards men. | 
If we hve in any known 62, or allow a 
in the cuſtomary omiſſion of any known duty, how 
is it poſſible to preſerve a comfortable ſenſe of our 
1645 | -= 
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intereſt in the favour of God; ſince the Holy 
Spirit will, in that caſe, be grieved, and withdraw 
his evidence in our behalf? But could we retain 
our hope towards God, we certainly ſhould not be 
eaſy or happy. If a traveller were ſure of reach- 
ing his journey's end in ſafety, yet if he walked 
a great part of the way with a thorn in his foot, he 
muſt take every ſtep in pain. Such a thorn, as is 
juſtly obſerved by a pious writer, will be felt in the 
conſcience, till we are favoured with true ſimpli- 
city of heart, and made willing in all things, great 
and ſmall, to yield obedience to the Lord's pre- 
cepts, and make them the ſtanding rule of our con- 
duct, without wilfully admitting a ſingle exception. 
It muſt be owned, that the beſt and holieſt of men 
are conſcious of innumerable failings, imper- 
fections and miſcarriages; yet their hearts being 
upright, theſe things will not break their peace. 
But if we trifle with light received, and connive at g 
what we know to be wrong, our hands will be 
weak, and our minds dark, reſtleſs, and uncom- 
fortable. Many, who, one would hope, are the 
children of the King, are lean from day to day, be- 
cauſe of the indulgence of ſome ſecret fin; They 
are as diſtant from the enjoyment of that happineſs 
which ariſes from a ſenſe of intereſt inthe divine | 
favour, as they are from the poſbbility of recon. 
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ciling the res ſervices of God 2 Man- 


mon. 
ade. 3 of that ls to ſelf-exa- 
mination which is ſo common to the human mind. 
Look into. your own heart; fearch and try your 


ways, that you may find out that which depri ves 
you. of the comfortable ſenfe of God's: favour. Let 
your ſpizit make diligent fearch, that you may diſ- 
cover the latent iniquity which robs you of ſo great 


@ privilege. And if you find it, do nat ſpare it; 
but, humbling yourſelf in the fight of the Lord, 


ſeek for [pardon ;/ and cry to him who is able to 


fave; for deliverance from the ſin which eaſily: be- 
ſets you. Say with, D © Wherefore bideft thou 
thy face, (O God) and holde ſt me for'thine:enemy ? 
Make me to know my tranſgreſſion, and my fin.” 
God'giveth grace unto. the humble. Humble 


yourſelf in the fight of the Lord, and he ſhall 


lift you up. He comforteth thoſe that are _ caſt 
down. He dwells with him that is of a contrite 
and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the __ 
ble} and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.. 
Beware of negle&ing God's ordinances. Dili- 
gently wait upon him in his appointments; Give 
good heed to the miniſtration of his holy word. 


Hearken and hear what the Lord ſpeaks by his | 


miniſters ; for he will fpeak peace to his people and 
Ne 5 = #3340 


that ſome pious and upright minds are ſuffered, for 
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to his ſaints; but let them not turn again to folly. 
Open your heart to thoſe whom God has appointed 
to comfort the feeble-minded, and to ſupport the 
weak. Uſe theſe means diligently and conſcien- 
tiouſy. Wait on the Lord, and he will fave you. 
Steadily aim at a conformity to the will of God, 
both in heart and life. Walk in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long, and make it your conſtant 
care to pleaſe him. His ſalvation is nigh them 
that fear him. Unto you that fear my name ſhall 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing 1 in his 
wings; and ye ſhall go forth, and gro up. as 
calves of the ſtall.” If you favour ſin, it is im- 


| poffible you ſhould enjoy a comfortable aſſurance 


of God's favour; for © your iniquity will ſeparate _ 
between you and your God.“ It will interpoſe, 

as a thick miſt, to hide his face from you. If you 
grow indolent, negligent, and of a worldly ſpirit, 
you need not wonder to find yourſelf involved in 


_ darkneſs and perplexity reſpecting your ſtate to- 


wards God; for he hath ſaid, * If ye walk con- 
oy unto me, I alſo will walk contrary unto you.. 
It muſt be owned, as has been before obſerved, 


a time, to be involved in darkneſs through the pre- 
valence of ſore temptations; others are awfully 


ried by ſpirital deſertions; and others again e 


ſub- 


* 
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ſubject to a kind of conſtitutional melancholy. 
All theſe are objects of pity; and the Lord will 
eventually appear for their comfort and deliverance. 
He hath ſaid, I will not contend for ever, neither 
will 1 be always wroth: for the ſpirit ſhould fail 
before me, and the ſouls which I have made.“ 
He will heal the broken in heart, and bind up their 


* wounds. 


Some are prevented from enjoying an aſſurance 
of the divine favour through cauſeleſs fears and 
jealouſies. Theſe are conſtantly encouraged not 


to fear, by him who knows the feebleneſs of their 


faith, and the weakneſs of their hands. * Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, I 
am thy God. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, neither 
be diſmayed, ye men of 1/rael.” They are afraid, 
becauſe fin is in them as an active and reſtleſs prin- 
ciple, that they have no contrary principle of 
grace or holineſs. And, becauſe, for a ſeaſon they 
have not ſtrong conſolation, they are afraid they 
have no right to it, nor to any other ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſing. Theſe jealouſies and fears, at leaſt, evidence 
a deſire to be right, and to be conformed to the 


- will and image of God; which certainly ſprings 
In theſe perſons, the - 
want of {kill to diſtinguiſh between the motions of 


from a gracious principle. 


the fleſh, and thoſe of the Spirit, is the occaſion of 
Ew). | 1 5 ; their 


GOD'S FAVOUR. 263 


e 


their aafrefing fear. They ought to reaſon thus, 


He that ſincerely repents of fin, believes in Jeſus, 
and is deſirous of giving his whole, heart to God, 
is in a ſtate of acceptance with his Maker, accord- 
ing to the declarations of his word; I cannot deny 


but this is my caſe; therefore, why do 1 entertain 


theſe diſquieting fears? 
It may be of ſervice to ſuch perſons, to call to 


mind paſt experience, and to think of God's gra- 


cious dealings with them. I call to remembrance. 
my ſong in the night; I commune with my own 


| heart, and my ſpirit made diligent ſearch. And 1 


ſaid, This is my infirmity (to entertain theſe gloomy 
fears, and deſponding thoughts ;) but, I will remem- 
ber the years of the right hand of the Moſt High. 
The Lord hath appeared of old unto me; this I 
muſt own; then obſerve what he ſaith to you at 


preſent, * Yea, I have loved thee with an everlaſt- 


ing love; therefore with loving-kindneſs have I 
drawn thee.” Let this be for your comfort. 

After all, it muſt be acknowledged, that the true, 
ſolid and rational aſſurance of hope is often the re- 
ſult of many ſevere trials. When young diſciples 
are filled with comfort, peace and joy, they are, 
for that ſeaſon, ſtrangers to doubts and fears re- 
ſpecting their acceptance with God. But this is 


not that aſſurance of which the ſcriptures ſpeak. 


No. VII. 2 EE No 


No ſooner are their . de than they 
are filled with perplexity, diſquieted with fears, and 
ready to count all their former experience mere 


deluſion. Aſſurance grows, and is eſtabliſhed by 


repeated conflicts, and by renewed experimental 
proofs of God's power to ſave and deliver us. 
When we have been brought low, and helped by 
his gracious hand; ſorely wounded, and healed 


again; caſt down, and raiſed up; when we have 
| given up all hope; and been ſuddenly ſnmched 


from danger, and exalted to a place of ſafety; 


when we have experienced theſe troubles and re- 
liefs a thouſand times over, we learn to truſt ſim- 
ply to the word and power of God, in every ſtate 
and condition. This truſt, this hope, when ha- 
bitual and ſtrong, becomes like an anchor of the 
ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaſt, in all the ſtorms of life. 
It bears, when thus confirmed, the name of af- 


furance. But in this BY confidence. there are 
many degrees. N 
This aſſurance is built upon a foundation that 
cannot be ſhaken, though it is often much aſſaulted. 
It does not depend on occaſional and changeable 


frames -of mind, nor upon any thing precarious; 
but upon the word of infallible truth, and an agree- 


ment and correſpondence in the chriſtian's expe- 


rience with that word. Nor does this agreement 
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deptndaliogetics on a train of laboured arguments 


and deductions, but is ſelf-evident to the gracious 
mind, For © he that believeth hath the witneſs in 
himſelf.” The moſt ſimple and unlearned may be 
the ſubjects of it, in a way: as extenſive and ſatis- 
factory, as the moſt wiſe and learned. 

This holy confidence may be maintained in a 
believer, even under darkneſs, and the hidings of 
God's face. He that wal keth in darkneſs, and hath, 
comparatively, no light of divine comfort, is en- 


couraged, and even commanded to truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon his God. 
He is to do this when the cheering rays of the Sun 
of righteouſneſs do not ſhine upon his mind, ſo as 


to afford him the refreſhing light of extraordinary 


conſolation and joy. Hereby, the ſoul of a chriſtian 


is preſerved tranquil and compoſed, though it hath 
not that degree of pleaſure, which ſprings from the. 
affecting manifeſtations of divine love. 


This holy confidence. carries the mind above 
the afflictive and diſtreſſing things of this world. 
As it ſwims not upon a torrent of terreſtrial plea- 
ſures, ſo it is not deeply depreſſed by the heavy _ 


weight of worldly ſorrows. He who is well ſa- 


tisfied reſpecting his intereſt in the divine favour, 
is not elevated by the moſt flattering things which. 


my. attend. him in this mortal ſtate; neither is he, 
„„ 9285 like 
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prize the privilege very highly, and to adore the 
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like other men, greatly diſquieted when he is de- 


prived of earthly enjoyments ; for he knows that 


in God's favour there is life. His language there- 
fore is, © Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 


neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of 
the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
meat; the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and 


there be no herd i in the fall; yet will J rejoice in 
the Lord, and joy in the God of my falvation.” 
In proſperity he is kept humble and modeſt; in 
affliction, ſubmiſſive and patient ; becauſe he is 
perſuaded, * that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, and are the called accord- 


ing to his purpoſe.” He glories in tribulation, 


fince * tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh 


not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in his heart, by the Holy Ghoft.” 


- SECT. 111. 


|; The. Duty and Privilege of thoſe who ad ſatisfied 


reſpeing their Intereſt in the Divine Favour. 


I certainly becomes thoſe who are ſatisfied, on 


| 26 grounds, reſpecting their intereſt in the fa- 


vour of God, to be very thankful. You ought to 
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Author of peace and conſolation, for having 


brought you into this ſafe and happy ſtate. Vou 


had no natural right to this diſtinguiſhing bleſſing, 


neither could you poſſibly have procured it by any 


meritorious actions of your own.. If Mephiboſheth 


was ſo affected with the kindneſs of David to him, 


that he exclaimed, © What is thy ſervant, that 
thou ſhouldeſt look on ſuch a dead dog as I am! 1” 


How ſhould the kindneſs and love of God affect 
your heart, and inflame your gratitude ? Surely, it 
becometh the juſt to be thankful, and to expreſs 
their thankfulneſs in ſongs of praiſe. *© Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs 
his holy. name; who forgiveth all thy fins, and 
Healeth all thy diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy life 
from deſtruction, and e thee with Hae 7 
kindneſs and tender mercy.“ 

It becomes you to keep in memory the various 
in ſtances of God's goodneſs to you, and to endea- 


vour to improve them in the beſt manner you are 
able. When Mary, the mother of Jeſus, received 


gracious meſſages from heaven, ſhe kept them in 


remembrance, and pondered em in her heart. 


Go you, and do likewiſe. Let not the tokens of 
divine love be forgotten. Walk worthy of the 
exalted privileges you enjoy. In all your words, . 
| works and ways, be afraid of offending your gra- 

| e cious 
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cious Benefactor. Seek conſtantly to pleaſe him, 
by doing his will from the heart. After you have 


received the ſweeteſt pledges of his love, you are 


fill in danger of grieving the Holy Spirit of God, 


whereby you are ſealed. to the day of redemption. 


Keep therefore a jealous eye over your on heart; 
watch and pray that you enter not into temptation. 
It becomes you to improve the diſtinguiſhing 
kindnefs of God to you, for the benefit of others. 
Say, with the Pſalmiſt, Come and hear, all ye 
that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my ſoul.” When a ſeaſonable opportu- 
nity offers, ſpeak to your children, your ſervants, 
your companions, and your chriſtian brethren, 
concerning the pleaſantneſs and the peace which 
are to be found in wiſdom's ways. Say to them, 
O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good; bleſſed is 
the man that truſteth in him!” Recommend his 


ſervice from your own experience ; aſſuring them 
that his commands ark not grievous, but that his 


yoke is eaſy, and his burden light. Vou have 
good reaſon to ſpeak well of his name, and to be 
telling of his ſalvation from day to day. Be fer- 
vent and conſtant in prayer and ſupplication to 
God,, for the converſion of ſinners, and the re- 
vival of his work among his profeſſing people. As 


you have obtained 2 and have the ſweet en- 
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joyment of the divine favour, pour out. your hearts 
before God, that others may alſo find mercy with 5 


him. Thus Abraham, the friend of God, inter- 


ceded for his fon, © Oh that 1/kmae! might live in 


thy ſight!” When you have ſweet intercourſe 


with the Father of mercies, plead with him for 


others. It was the requeſt of a certain perſon to 


his intimate friend {cum fic tibi fuerit, memento mei 


* when it ſhall be thus with you, remember me,” 


It becomes you to long, to hope, and to wait for 


the full enjoyment of God's favour in heayen. 
The ſweet and comfortable aſſurance of his love to 
you, in your preſent ſtate of diſtance from him, 


ſhould make you reſtleſs till you are advanced to 


the full and final fruition of it in glory. Let the 
taſtes you have of it here, quicken your defires 
after a full draught of the fountain of life and bliſs 


in the upper world. In the morning of the reſur- 


reftion, when you awake in the divine likeneſs, 
you ſhall be ſatisfied. Be conſtantly looking for 


the.coming of the day of God, and haſtening to it. : 


Wait on the Lord, and he will ſave you, and pre- 


ſerve you to his heavenly kingdom. The righteous 15 


go from diſtant communion with their Redeemer 


on earth to intimate fellowſhip. with him in heaven. : | 


„ Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord, died, accord- 


ing to the word of the Losd.“ The Fewiſh Rabbins 
. — „ © 
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read. it FR” oſculum Fehove) at cha mouth e or kiſs 


of Jehovah. The Lord took him away in a ſweet 
embrace. He was then honoured with the appel- 
lation of the /ervant of the Lord, as expreſſive ot. 


the intimacy he had with his divine Maſter in this 


world, and of his admittance into the immediate 


preſence of the ſame Maſter in the regions of im- 


mortality. The ſoul at death goes to receive the 


reſult of its labours; the reward, not of debt, but of 
grace. Jeſus has ſaid, © If any man ſerve me, let 
him follow me; and where I am, there alſo ſhall 
my ſervants be: if any man ſerve me, him will my 
Father honour.”” To which we may add the words 
of the apoſtle to the Coloffians, * Knowing that of 


the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward of the inheri- 


tance ; for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt,” Keep this 
in view, and be daily longing, hoping, and waiting 
for it. . 


I hall cloſe all with the following meditation, by 
way of paraphraſe, on the text which I have endea- 
'voured to Ns and enforce through the whole 
of this treatiſe. 


The divine word informs me, and my own ex- 


perience bears witneſs to the delightful truth, that 
In his favour there is life. To this I can ſet my 
ſeal; To 1 . what many others do but read, I, a 


poor 
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poor e ſinful worm, am made to feel. Were Ide. 
nied the ſweet enjoyment of his favour, my heart 
would be pained; I ſhould faint and languiſh. 


Had I never taſted the precious benefit, I ſhould 


never have known how good it is. But I know 
in whom I have believed; I know whom I have 
loved; and how do I long that my weary foul may 
reſt in the boſom of his love! His benignity is 


better than life. I long to have a full draught of 


his love, or rather, to ve fora oma in this un- 
bounded ocean. 

Abſence from him, whoſe favour has wont my 
heart, is the ſharpeſt pain I now feel. O that the 
veil, which hides from me the bright viſion of his 
face, were but once removed! I long to ſee him 


as he is. Since his love has warmed my once- 


frozen breaſt, my heart is not my own; I have 
given my warmeſt affections to him, and cannot 
forbear to cry, When ſhall : come, and e | 


| before God!” 


Farewell, deluſive wort; my heart glows with 
an ardour which nothing beneath the ſun could 
poſſibly inſpire. The brighteſt things below the 
ſkies have no charms for me, in compariſon with 


| him who is the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, and 5 | 
altogether lovely. The favour of the great, the 
riches of the wealthy, and the delights of the vain, 


are "200 
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are mean and deſpicable things. When the light 


of God's countenance is lifted up upon me, I can 


look: on this captivating world with diſdain, and 
deem the mightieſt monarch poor, who knows no- 
thing of the favour of the King of kings. 
Ho am I indebted to the riches of infinite love! 
The merciful Redeemer ſaw me, all wretched and 
forlorn, a helpleſs orphan, caſt out in the. open 
field, polluted in mine own blood, to the loathing 
of my perſon; he pitied my helpleſs caſe, took me 
up in his arms, cheriſhed me in his boſom, waſhed 
me frommy filthineſs, adorned me with his comeli- 
neſs, and ſaid unto me, I have loved thee with 
an everlaſting love.“ 


in his favour, and to ſay, My beloved is mine, 
and I am his,” His love is abſolutely free. There 
was enough in me to provoke his eternal abhor- 
rence; but he hath mercy. on whom, and becauſe 
he will have erg 7. 

Aſſiſt me, ye celeſtial 1 ye angels of 


light, aſſiſt me to admire and;adore his love. Teach 


me, in ſtrains like your own, to celebrate the 


height, the depth, the length and the breadth of re- 


deeming grace. 
The tokens of divine a are. SG One 


O how. great is his mercy! 
I am now emboldened to claim a perſonal intereſt 


| expreion. They ann the fears and diſquietudes 5 
| of 
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of the pained heart; they alleviate the croſſes and 


aflliftions of life, and brighten the horrors of death _ 
and the grave. Bleſt with the ſmiles of his face, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, I can 
chearfully ſubmit to every chaſtiſement of his hand; 
knowing that whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, 

and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. Wel- 
come difeaſe, welcome every pain, which indi- 
cates the ſpeedy diſſolution of this tabernacle, and 
portends the hour of my releaſe from the burdens 
of the fleſh. - Theſe breaches in the walls of 5 19 
priſon-houſe admit the rays of celeſtial light, and 
aſſure me, that my longing ſoul ſhall ſpeedily gain | 


her happy diſmiſſion, and fly to the boſom of her 


Saviour. Go on, O Lord, to accompliſh in me | 


all the good pleaſure of thy | goodneſs, and he 


work of faith with power. Let thy light ſhine 
brighter and brighter, unto the perfect day. Then 
farewell groans, and tears, and complaints; fare-. 
well darkneſs and eclipſes gf the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs; farewell glimmering hopes and gloomy fears; 
faith itſelf will then be turned into fight, and hope 
into everlaſting fruition. Welcome ye pleaſures 
which flow at God's right 'hand for evermore! A 
When I partake of theſe I ſhall know, what” a In” 
HIS FAVOUR IS LIFE!” 18 - | 
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